Helping each other follow Jesus' way (John 14:6)
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NEWSFLASH

CHECK US OUT
ONLINE HERE!

CHURCH OFFICE:
616-887-8255
PASTOR PHIL:
616-799-4281
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COVID-19 SURGES BUT…
SPARTA UMC WILL NOT BE
DEFEATED!
As our Church comes off of a challenging week, Easter is
keeping us motivated and positive. Our tent is up and our
outdoor worship space is ready to receive everyone! It’s sad,

SUMC QUICK
REEL
Tune into 105.5 FM to
catch our Sunday Worship
services LIVE over the
RADIO! This is only
available in our parking lot,
every Sunday at 9:50 AM

but many area congregations are shutting down again due to
rapidly increasing COVID rates. This marks two years running
that the pandemic is hitting Churches at their highest

Sunday Worship

holy time – EASTER!

Service

Our Church, however, has a plan that we put in place
months ago when we purchased our Outdoor Multipurpose

call in number:
(669) 274-9319

Worship Tent. Who could have guessed that it would be such
am important tool just when we needed it most!
Easter Sunday’s weather is looking wonderful as well, so

the Administrative
Council is advising people who are not vaccinated to
seriously consider worshiping in the tent or using one of
our other non-in-person options (Facebook livestream, call-in
being outside will be fun. Right now,

phone service, and/or our 105.5 FM radio broadcast).

DON’T FORGET OUR EASTER SUNDAY
WORSHIP SCHEDULE:

SUNDAY ATTENDANCE
IN REVIEW
3-7: 42 in-person
39*peak views

3-14:

33 in-person
32*peak views

3-21:

27 in-person
33*peak views

3-28:

43 in-person
34*peak views

*attendance marked with an

9:45 AM - Sanctuary Worship (this service will be live streamed)
11:00 AM - Outdoor Easter Egg Hunt

asterisk (*) is based off of our
Facebook live stream's peak
number of viewers (at a time).

11:15 AM - Tent Worship
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AD COUCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
The Administration Council met last night, March 31 at 7 PM (virtually) to discuss in-person
worship and it's future, with the increase COVID-19 cases in our area. After much discussion,
the Ad Council decided that after this Sunday's Easter worship services, SUMC will only offer
one, 11 AM Tent Worship. SUMC will not be offering an indoor worship service, until further
notice. Also, if you plan to worship with us in the Tent, please bring your own chair, if possible!
The committee also wanted to stress the importance of anyone who is considered
"high-risk", to please worship from the comfort of your home or outdoors in our Tent, this
Easter.
The Ad Council will continue to monitor and discuss worship and our best practices in the
weeks to come. For full details of the councils discussion, please email
spartaumc@spartaumc.com, thank you!

WORSHIP SCHEDULE TO CHANGE ON APRIL 11
ONE SERVICE - EACH WEEK

Worship Service to Begin at 11:00 AM
(Online Children’s program will begin at 10:50 AM)
Below are some ways to join us:
Tent Worship: In-Person Service, under our beautiful big top (located
just behind the main Church building)
Livestreaming services via Facebook Live (found on our Facebook page)
Church Call-In Phone Service (for audio only: 669-274-9319)
105.5 Short Range FM Broadcasting (only available in our Church
Parking Lot)

DID YOU GET OUR MESSAGE?
The Church Office attempted to contact everyone who was in attendance at our Sunday
Worship, on March 28. If you did not hear from our Church Office, please contact us at
616-887-8255, ASAP!
A text message was composed by some of our Church Leaders, as a method of mass
communication, to get the word out of some important news. This method of communication

is optional . If you'd like to be notified of important
' I love my SUMC ' to 616-887-8255. If you'd like to opt out

with our SUMC members and friends,
information via text, please text

of

our text messaging services, please text 'No Thanks' to 616-887-8255.
Furthermore, in the text content that was sent out, we realized that we may have used the
wrong word…exposure. Exposure (in the COVID-19 context) is being exposed (aka without
masks being worn) to someone (who also isn't wearing a mask) who has the COVID-19 virus,
for a duration of time of more than 20 minutes. It’s a good thing that we were wrong but at
the same time, we’d like to keep the information we provide to be as accurate as possible. So
thank you for your understanding as we navigate these new waters!
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WHATS HAPPENING AT
THE CHURCH OFFICE:

Dr. Jay Dean's Psalm
of the week:

#40
Read it and be Blessed

MISSIONS COMMITTEE UPDATE
The Missions committee will NOT be

- Wednesday, April 21:
Administrative Professionals Day
- Thursday, April 22:
Earth Day
- Friday, April 30:
CLOSED
NEW IN-PERSON
OFFICE HOURS:
EVERY THURSDAY*, 12-2 PM
Starts Thursday, April 8!
Please view the SUMC online
building calendar for any changes
in the Admin schedule. Thank you!

meeting in April. Their next meeting
will be May 4, at 7 PM in the Church
Dining room!

Diaper Drive
coming soon! Help

ALL CHURCH

support Kent
County families
in-need!

TENT RAISING
SNAPSHOTS!

THANK YOU TO EVERY ONE WHO
HELPED MAKE THIS POSSIBLE!
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PRAYER CORNER
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & NEWS
Please be sure to keep Helen Lang in your prayers. She is in rehab at Spectrum
following a brain bleed. She currently cannot have any visitors but mail can be sent to
her: c/o Spectrum Rehab 4118 Kalamazoo Ave SE, Room #108, Grand Rapids, MI 49508

My Aunt Lois Schuitema, is a miracle recovery-prayers answered! Thank you to
everyone who prayed for her. Amy Burmeister

Please continue to pray for Enrique Laura (SUMC Sunday School's Compassion
International child). Thank you, SPRC & Missions

Please continue to pray for LTJG Nicholas R. Spaleny, US Navy, who is stationed in
Bahrain. He is serving on the Navel base there as a Public Affairs Officer for one year.
Please pray for his safety. Thank you, De Knappen

DONT FORGET
TO SEND A
HAPPY
BIRTHDAY
MESSAGE OR
CARD TO A
SUMC FRIEND!
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LAST CHANCE TO GET YOUR LETTER MAILED

ENRIQUE LAURA: SUMC SUNDAY SCHOOL’S
COMPASSION INTERNATIONAL SPONSORED CHILD
Enrique Laura lives in the Nuevo Mundo neighborhood, home to about 5,000 people, in the
city of Santa Cruz. The primary ethnic group is Quechua, and Spanish is the common
language. Typical houses are constructed of cement floors and brick walls. The regional diet
consists of beef, chicken, bread, cassava, and rice. Common health problems include colds
and stomach infections.
Most adults in Nuevo Mundo make a living by working as day laborers in construction,
performing domestic services, or selling items in the market. The average family income is
equivalent to $291 per month. This community is affected by high levels of delinquency,
alcohol and drug consumption, and dysfunctional families with absent fathers. It needs a
local medical facility and more income-generating opportunities.
Our monthly Compassion International sponsorship of $38, allows the staff of the Nuevo
Mundo Student Center to provide Enrique with Bible teaching, food, health screening,
vaccinations, hygiene and basic life-skill training, school supplies, tutoring, contests and
prizes, soccer tournaments, sports and music activities, livelihood skills and community service
opportunities. The staff also visits the Laura Family.

DON’T FORGET TO SEND A LETTER
OR BIRTHDAY CARD TO ENRIQUE
SUMC's youth program has been
sponsoring Enrique Laura from our Youth
Ministries account. We plan to continue
Enrique's support until he ages out of the
Compassion International system. If you’d
like to donate to help continue Enrique’s
support, please write on your check memo
line or on your giving envelope, “gift for
youth ministry account.”
Enrique's birthday is April 28, and he
will be turning 13 this year! Help make his
birthday extra special by making a
birthday card or writing a letter to Enrique
wishing him well! This could be a fun
activity for your kids to get involved too.

Please drop off your letters and/or cards for Enrique to
the Church Office by Monday, April 5. We will be sure to
get them mailed out (all together). Thank you for your
continued support of Enrique!
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A SPECIAL NOTE FROM MARY ELLEN:
Hey, Kids! This is the 6th Week of Lent. Last Sunday was
Palm Sunday which is the beginning of Holy Week. Our
message last week was, "We Grow Closer to One Another."
We also asked you to think of a loaf of bread and a cup of
grape juice to symbolize and remind us of our practice of
taking Holy Communion to remember our daily blessings and
forgiveness of our sins from God, when we believe in Him.

KIDS
CORNER

This week our message is, "Anticipate Great Things From
God." To symbolize this message we ask you to think of an
egg.

An egg reminds us of God's promise of "new life" just

like the cross reminds us that Jesus died to save us from our
sins.
The Easter Lily on Easter Sunday is shaped like a trumpet
to announce to us that-Christ Is Risen! , and the butterfly
reminds us that God brings us new life in time. Finally, when
you see a heart

❤

this Easter remember, God loves you!

Don't forget to watch this week's Celebrate Wonder
Lesson: Resurrection. This lesson reminds us that Easter brings
us new beginnings and good news of new life!
Remember that our Easter Egg Hunt is this-Easter-Sunday
morning at 11:00 AM in the front yard area of our church.
Please plan on joining us there! Also watch for your Easter
craft in the mail, and bring your birthday
church on Sunday.

card for Enrique to

😊

CELEBRATE WONDER LESSON
4/4: RESURRECTION
Three days after Jesus died,
Mary Magdalene and Mary
went to the tomb where
Jesus was buried. When they
arrived, an earthquake
shook...

CLICK ON
IMAGE FOR
LESSON!

Near the end of this week's
lesson is a bonus video: "Tell
Somebody"

TO VIEW THIS WEEK'S CELEBRATE WONDER LESSON PAGES, CLICK HERE
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DONT FORGET!
THINGS TO KEEP IN MIND
BEFORE COMING TO CHURCH
ON SUNDAYS...
As a way of keeping people as safe as possible,
we'd like to remind everyone of the following, as
you head into Church on Sunday mornings:
Please try not to arrive early. Arrival for
9:45 AM is preferred (for now)
Feel sick – please stay home! Join us virtually!
Masks are required
Social distance (household members may sit
together)
Sing gently (more like whispering)
No handshaking or hugging; try a friendly
wave or

air

high-five instead

Restrooms are closed (except for essential
use*)
There is no coffee time or in-door socializing
(for now)
Hand sanitizing stations are available
throughout the church
Elevators are available
All doors will be open; it is chilly! Please
dress warmly
Hymn books may be used
A large offering bowl will be located at the
entrance to the sanctuary
Holy communion will be served in the pews
(for now)
There will be no bulletins (for now)
Some of the balcony will be open
There will be no nursery or Sunday school (for
now)
Follow these practices even if you have been
vaccinated, please!
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SPARTA UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
2021 INFORMATION
ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL (VIRTUAL):
The second Monday of the month, at
7 PM, virtually held via ZOOM. Please
contact Pat Sharpe at 616-826-5865 or
the Church Office at 616-887-8255
for details.

TRUSTEE COUNCIL (IN PERSON):

WHERE YOU CAN MAKE
A REAL DIFFERENCE!
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES AT
SPARTA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

This council will meet as needed. Please
contact Denny Knappen for more
information at 616-225-8359.

FINANCE COUNCIL (VIRTUAL):

HEAD USHERS NEEDED!
Are you interested in helping our in-person
worship service experience by providing
excellent aide to our worship team and

Please contact Renee Miles at
616-617-2303 for details or questions.

congregation? WE NEED YOU! This
volunteer opportunity would only require
once a month (on Sunday) participation

Monday, February, 8 6:30-7 PM

and help our team! Text/Call 616-887-8255
for more information!

Monday, April 12, 6:30-7 PM
Monday, July 12, 6:30-7 PM
Monday, December 13, 6:30-7 PM

MISSIONS (IN PERSON):
Missions typically meets every other

WESLEY HALL WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Currently, only our Wesley Hall space remains
open for group gatherings of 10 people or less.

month on the first Tuesday, at 7 PM, in the
Church Dining room. Their next meeting
will be May 4. Please contact Mindy Tilli
at 616-644-2373 for details.

SPRC (VIRTUAL):
Please contact Kurt Burmeister at
616-291-6524 for details or questions.
Thursday, February 4, 7 PM
Thursday, February 25, 7 PM
Thursday, May 6, 7 PM
Thursday, August 5, 7PM
Thursday, November 4, 7PM

To view all schedules, please click here. If
you'd like to request this space, please fill out
an online form or email Ari at
spartaumc@spartaumc.com

Monday: AA 7 PM
Tuesday: GirlTalk 9:30-11

AM,

GriefShare 6-7:30 PM

Wednesday: AA 7 PM
Thursday: AA 7 PM
Friday: AA 12 PM
Saturday: see online calendar for availability*
Sunday: see online calendar for availability*
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SUNDAY WORSHIP
SERVICE SCHEDULE
*The times listed below are approximates. We run a
real-time live stream, so starting times may change
throughout any given service.

9:50 Celebrate Wonder Children's Program
9:55 Powerpoint Announcements
10:00 Gathering Music
10:10 Welcome & Pastoral Announcements
10:15 Call To Worship & Opening Song
Text Pastor Phil at
10:20 Opening Prayers
616-799-4281 to
10:23 Children's Time & Song have your prayer
added LIVE!
10:25 Prayers of the People
10:30 Pastoral Prayer and Lord's Prayer
10:35 Scripture Lesson: Mark 16:1-8
10:38 Message from Pastor Phil: It Wasn’t
Supposed To Be This Way
11:00 Closing Song & Dismissal with
Blessing

SUNDAY
WORSHIP
SERVICE
CALL IN NUMBER:
(669) 274-9319

SUNDAY WORSHIP
SERVICE VOLUNTEERS

We are currently offering one, in-person Sunday
Worship experience, every Sunday, starting at
9:50 AM. There are limited seats available and
guests are asked to follow the guidelines
posted. For questions, please call 616-887-8255.

April 4 - Easter Sunday
Soundboard & PowerPoint:
Brandon Ingersoll
Dave Steenhagen
Head Usher:
Denny Knappen
Intercessory Prayer on
behalf of the Pastor:
Bonnie Wilkinson
Scripture Reader:
Tena Stuhan
April 11
Soundboard & PowerPoint:
Brandon Ingersoll
Dave Steenhagen
Head Usher:
Ken Sr. & Ken Jr. Buitendyk
Intercessory Prayer on
behalf of the Pastor:
Carla VanAsselt
Scripture Reader:
Tena Stuhan

FOUR EASY WAYS TO GIVE
1. Give Online: Gifts may be made electronically through our website by clicking the “ give” tab at the
top of the page. You will be directed to our PayPal website. There is a small fee associated with this
service.
2. Mail a Check: checks may be mailed to our Church Office at Sparta United Methodist Church, 54 East
Division Street, Sparta, MI 49345. *Please do not mail cash and do include any special requests in the
memo line of your checks. Thank you!
3. Automatic Debit: this is another way that some people of our church friends make their
contributions. This is a monthly, automated process that requires a signed form; please contact the
Church Office to help you get started (616-887-8255).
4. Automatic Bill Pay: this is an arrangement you can make with your bank or financial institution. With
this procedure, your bank sends the Church the amount you determine, at the intervals you also choose.
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