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COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE TODAY
The next Sparta Community Blood Drive is today, Thursday, March 11
from 1-7 PM, in the Church Building dining room. Giving blood right
now is crucial to saving lives!
Here are a few changes to expect:
Donors must make an appointment either
online HERE or by calling Tom at
616-540-4740

SUMC QUICK
REEL
Tune into 105.5 FM to
catch our Sunday Worship
services LIVE over the
RADIO! This is only
available in our parking lot,
every Sunday at 9:50 AM

All donors must wear a face mask. If you
do not have one there will be disposable
ones available at the drive.
The donation process itself poses no risk to the donor or
infecting a recipient with COVID-19.
Our Blood Drive hosts follow CDC and AABB recommendations,
including: prescreening of both our staff and potential donors

Don't forget to use our
Sunday call in number,
to listen in on our
Sunday worship
experience from home:
(669) 274-9319

for possible respiratory infections and fever, instituting social
distancing throughout the donation process, beds six (6) feet
apart and/or separated by a partition, wiping down surface
areas and beds frequently with appropriate cleaning solutions
and providing only packaged snacks/drinks in our cafés.

SAVE THE DATE!
There will be an All-Church Tent Raising, following worship
service on Sunday, March 28. Pizza will be provided and we are

SUNDAY ATTENDANCE
IN REVIEW
2-14: 45*peak views
2-21: 44*peak views
2-28: 45*peak views
3-7: 42 in-person
39*peak views

asking that people bring their favorite goodies to share for dessert!
Individually wrapped servings (think, COVID friendly) will work best.
Drinks will also be provided. We will plan to get underway directly
after worship with food being served outdoors. Don't forget,

*attendance marked with an
asterisk (*) is based off of our
Facebook live stream's peak
number of viewers (at a time).

everyone can be helpful, from young to old! Hope to see you there!
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UPCOMING CHURCH OFFICE CLOSINGS:
Tuesday, March 9
Thursday & Friday, March 18-19
Friday, April 30

Ari will be in the Church Office this Friday, March 12

Don't forget to turn
your clocks forward
by 1 hour this
Saturday night!
Daylight Saving
Time Begins,
Sunday, March 14!

from 12 until 2 PM. Since she will be O.O.O next
Friday, March 19, her office hours will be held on
Monday, March 15 from 12-2 PM.

As always, please view the SUMC online building
calendar for any changes in the Admin schedule.
Thank you!

Dr. Jay Dean's Psalm of the week:
#25
Read it and be Blessed
Visit the last page of this Newsflash for our Easter Flower ordering
form! Order forms are due back to the Church Office by March 12!
You may place your flower order over the phone with Ari as well at
616-887-8255.

PICTURE RETAKE DAY MARCH 26
Did you miss our SUMC Photo Directory picture days, back in November? Don't worry, our picture
re-take day is coming up on Friday, March 26 from 2 PM until 7 PM. To schedule your appointment,
please visit www.ucdir.com and click on the "click here to schedule your photography session"
button (on the right of the screen). Enter your church code: mi1552 and then enter your church
password: photos. Next, click on the enter button and then click on the March 26 date. Follow the
prompts after that. Feel free to call Ari at 616-887-8255, if you are having troubles or do not have
internet to schedule online. Pictures will be held in the Church Building in Wesley Hall and everyone
is welcome! Please keep in mind, you do not have to purchase a picture packet to get a SUMC Photo
Directory.
If you cannot make it to the retake day, you may submit a digital copy of a picture you'd like to use
in the Photo Directory by emailing Ari at spartaumc@spartaumc.com or by dropping off an original
print (4X6 or larger) to the Church Office. She will scan the picture and submit your digital copy to
Universal Directories for you! No harm will come to your picture and it only take about 30 seconds to
scan! Please call Ari at 616-887-8255 if you have questions or concerns. Thank you!
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HAND2HAND FEATURED ITEMS FOR MAY
Here are some specific food items we could use for our Hand2Hand students for the
month of May; these include:
Pudding cups
H2H Donation bins are
Fruit cups
located in the Church
Ravioli/Spaghetti O’s
Building Sanctuary,
Rice/Pasta sides (to be paired with canned chicken)

inside the Church Office
entry way, and outside
the Church Office (the
large black deckbox).

PRAYER REQUESTS & PEOPLE NEWS
UPDATE: Carla VanAsselt's back surgery went well. She is currently recovering at Spectrum Hospital.
The Doctors and their team were able to remove a cancerous tumor on her spine. She has been
approved for Mary Free Bed as well. She asked to share how thankful she is for all the prayers!
UPDATE: My friend Deb Paauwe, who had brain surgery 3 weeks ago, is doing well and healing
quickly. In fact, she is coming back to school next Monday. Thank you to everyone who said a prayer
for her! - Mary Ellen Kimble
Please place John Williams Jr. in your prayers. He had surgery this week. Thank you
Please pray for God’s protection over the health of children and youths in Bolivia as they return to
school. May this request enrich your prayers for Enrique Laura (SUMC Sunday School's Compassion
International child), and serve as a powerful reminder that God is at work, and he allows us to be a
part of that work through our prayers. Thank you, SPRC & Missions
Please continue to pray for LTJG Nicholas R. Spaleny, US Navy, who is stationed in Bahrain. He is
serving on the Navel base there as a Public Affairs Officer for one year. Please pray for his safety.
Thank you, De Knappen
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GET TO KNOW ENRIQUE LAURA
SUMC SUNDAY SCHOOL’S COMPASSION
INTERNATIONAL SPONSORED CHILD
Enrique Laura lives in the Nuevo Mundo neighborhood, home to about 5,000 people, in the
city of Santa Cruz. The primary ethnic group is Quechua, and Spanish is the common language.
Typical houses are constructed of cement floors and brick walls. The regional diet consists of
beef, chicken, bread, cassava, and rice. Common health problems include colds and stomach
infections.
Most adults in Nuevo Mundo make a living by working as day laborers in construction,
performing domestic services, or selling items in the market. The average family income is
equivalent to $291 per month. This community is affected by high levels of delinquency, alcohol
and drug consumption, and dysfunctional families with absent fathers. It needs a local medical
facility and more income-generating opportunities.
Our monthly Compassion International sponsorship of $38, allows the staff of the Nuevo
Mundo Student Center to provide Enrique with Bible teaching, food, health screening,
vaccinations, hygiene and basic life-skill training, school supplies, tutoring, contests and prizes,
soccer tournaments, sports and music activities, livelihood skills and community service
opportunities. The staff also visits the Laura Family.
Enrique has written three letters to SUMC so far (since we started sponsoring him). Below are the
translated text versions of his letters:
LETTER #1 May 8, 2019
The family members are my Dad, Ricardo, my Mom, Zenobia, and
my brothers, Ricardo Jr., and Johnny. The language I speak is Spanish.
In my family I spend the most time with my mom and brother. My
favorite color is red. The color of my hair is black. The color of my
eyes is black. My favorite food is spaghetti. My favorite song is,
“Everything that is alive, praise the Lord.” My favorite season is
Spring.
I greet you with the peace of the Lord. I hope you are fine along
to your family. Thanks for being my sponsor. I am in good health. I
help my mom at home with the chores and I also go to the
Compassion project because I learn many things like to do not do
what God does not like I say goodbye with love. Sincerely, Enrique

LETTER #2 November 23, 2019
Hello dear friends, how are you? I hope you are in good health. Thank you for praying for my
family. Thank you for being my sponsor. Thank you for your support. My family is fine. I also help
my mom as usual at home. We have visits. My aunt and cousin arrived from Argentina. We
celebrated birthdays at the compassion project. We study very important topics. We should know
how to be good disciples. Dear sponsor, I say goodbye with a lot of love. May you do very well
and may God bless you. Sincerely, Enrique. Please, I ask you to pray for me and for my family, so
God protects us from all evil.
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GET TO KNOW ENRIQUE LAURA CONT.

LETTER #3 September 18, 2020
Hello dear Friends, we greet you with the Peace of The Lord. Enrique and Maria his
tutor. He is grateful for being able to have you as friends from the distance to be able to
share with you each experience of his daily life. I wanted to tell you that he and his family
are well thank God. In this time, he has helped in his house with cleaning and some other
things that his grandmother needed, also that his classes have been taken by telephone
they sent him homework so that he can present the next day and practicing a lot with his
cousins and brothers because some things were difficult for him to understand. In the
project the teachings have also been through videos and calls made by his tutor and not
only to him but to his entire family, the teachings have been a blessing for his family and
to the times we live today how to implement more often the hand washing and use of
alcohol and to denounce any type of mistreatment or abuse and to be able to preach the
word of God that in these times many people needed him. He has also been blessed with
the food that he receives from the project every month that was very helpful. He wishes
you many Blessings and may the Lord guide you and bless you. We always say goodbye
with hugs from the distance Enrique and Maria, his tutor. He asks you to pray for his family
so that God takes care of them and protects them from all diseases and dangers and for
all sick people in the world. He prays for you, so that God takes care of you too.

DON’T FORGET TO SEND A
LETTER OR BIRTHDAY CARD
TO ENRIQUE
SUMC's youth program has been
sponsoring Enrique Laura from our
Youth Ministries account. We plan to
continue Enrique's support until he
ages out of the Compassion
International system. If you’d like to
donate to help continue Enrique’s
support, please write on your check
memo line or on your giving
envelope, “gift for youth ministry
account.”
Enrique's birthday is April 28, and
he will be turning 13 this year! Help
make his birthday extra special by
making a birthday card or writing a
letter to Enrique wishing him well!
This could be a fun activity for your
kids to get involved too.

Please drop off your letters and/or cards for Enrique to the Church Office by April 2,
2021. We will be sure to get them mailed out (all together). Thank you for your
continued support of Enrique!
A WEEKLY NEWSLETTER OF THE SPARTA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

March 11, 2021

A SPECIAL NOTE FROM MARY ELLEN:
Hey, Kids! We are in the 3rd Week of Lent!
Last week we asked you to "Wait For God's
Time.” We also asked you to think of a cocoon
waiting to burst into a beautiful butterfly to
symbolize that waiting time.
This week we ask you to think of God's
message, "Not My Will But Thine!" To represent

KIDS
CORNER

this message we ask you to think of a rock.

March Faith Word: REMEMBER
To "remember" is to think about
and not forget your faith.
A spiritual practice is something
we do over and over again that
helps remind us of God’s love and

The rock reminds us that when Jesus was in the

brings us closer to God.
In our Bible story, Jesus shared

Garden of Gethsemane before he was arrested, it

a meal with his friends. Jesus broke

was hard for Him. The rock is a symbol of the message

the bread and gave it to the

that praying can be hard to wait for answers to our
prayers. We learn to use patience when waiting for

disciples. In church, we do this to
remember Jesus, too. We call it
Communion.

God's answers to prayer.

CELEBRATE WONDER LESSON
3/14: THE LAST SUPPER
Jesus sat at the table with his friends,
the disciples, to celebrate the
Passover meal. Jesus was glad to be
at the table with his friends.
After giving thanks...

CLICK ON
IMAGE FOR
LESSON!
TO VIEW THIS WEEK'S CELEBRATE WONDER LESSON PAGES, CLICK HERE
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WHERE YOU CAN MAKE
A REAL DIFFERENCE!
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES AT
SPARTA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

HEAD USHERS NEEDED!
Are you interested in helping our in-person worship
service experience by providing excellent aide to
our worship team and congregation? WE NEED
YOU! This volunteer opportunity would only require
once a month (on Sunday) participation and help
our team! Text/Call 616-887-8255 for more
information!

THINGS TO KEEP IN MIND BEFORE COMING TO
CHURCH ON SUNDAYS
As a way of keeping people as safe as possible, we'd like to remind everyone of the
following, as you head into Church on Sunday mornings:
Please try not to arrive early. Arrival for 9:45 AM

Elevators are available

is preferred (for now)

All doors will be open; it is chilly! Please

Feel sick – please stay home! Join us virtually!

dress warmly

Masks are required

Hymn books may be used

Social distance (household members may sit

A large offering bowl will be located at

together)

the entrance to the sanctuary

Sing gently (more like whispering)

Holy communion will be served in the

No handshaking or hugging; try a friendly wave

pews (for now)

or air high-five instead

There will be no bulletins (for now)

Restrooms are closed (except for essential use*)

Some of the balcony will be open

There is no coffee time or in-door socializing

There will be no nursery or Sunday school

(for now)

(for now)

Hand sanitizing stations are available

Follow these practices even if you have

throughout the church

been vaccinated, please!
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SPARTA UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
2021 INFORMATION
ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL (VIRTUAL):
The second Monday of the month, at 7 PM,
virtually held via ZOOM. Please contact Pat
Sharpe at 616-826-5865 or the Church
Office at 616-887-8255 for details.

TRUSTEE COUNCIL (IN PERSON):
This council will meet as needed. Please
contact Denny Knappen for more
information at 616-225-8359.

FINANCE COUNCIL (VIRTUAL):
Please contact Renee Miles at 616-617-2303
for details or questions.
Monday, February, 8 6:30-7 PM
Monday, April 12, 6:30-7 PM
Monday, July 12, 6:30-7 PM
Monday, December 13, 6:30-7 PM

MISSIONS (IN PERSON):
Missions tends to meet every other
month (starting February 2). They will take
place on the first Tuesday of that month, at
7 PM, in the Church Dining room. Their next
meeting will be April 6. Please contact
Mindy Tilli at
616-644-2373 for details.

SPRC (VIRTUAL):
Please contact Kurt Burmeister at
616-291-6524 for details or questions.
Thursday, February 4, 7 PM
Thursday, February 25, 7 PM
Thursday, May 6, 7 PM
Thursday, August 5, 7PM
Thursday, November 4, 7PM

WESLEY HALL WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Currently, only our Wesley Hall space remains
open for group gatherings of 10 people or less.
To view all schedules, please click here. If
you'd like to request this space, please fill out
an online form or email Ari at
spartaumc@spartaumc.com

Monday: AA 7 PM
Tuesday: GirlTalk 9:30-11

AM,

GriefShare 6-7:30 PM

Wednesday: AA 7 PM
Thursday: AA 7 PM
Friday: AA 12 PM
Saturday: see online calendar for availability*
Sunday: see online calendar for availability*
AD COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
The Administrative Council met virtually last
Monday evening, March 8 and discussed the
following:
SUMC was approved for the second PPP loan
for $25,000 and we received those funds in
February. Thank you to Renee Miles, our Finance
Chair, for applying on behalf of our Church.
Missions will be hosting a diaper drive, more
information coming soon!
We will have 2 Easter Sunday (April 4) Worship
Services: (more info coming next week)
a. Indoor worship starting at 9:45 AM
b. Outdoor, in our Multipurpose Outdoor
Worship Tent at 11:15 AM
For complete details, email Ari at
spartaumc@spartaumc.com, thank you!
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SUNDAY WORSHIP
SERVICE SCHEDULE
*The times listed below are approximates. We run a
real-time live stream, so starting times may change
throughout any given service.

9:50 Celebrate Wonder Children's Program
9:55 Powerpoint Announcements
10:00 Gathering Music
10:10 Welcome & Pastoral Announcements
10:15 Call To Worship & Opening Song
10:20 Opening Prayers
Text Pastor Phil at
616-799-4281 to
10:23 Children's Time & Song
have your prayer
10:25 Prayers of the People
added LIVE!
10:30 Pastoral Prayer and Lord's Prayer
10:35 Scripture Lesson: John 3:14-21
10:38 Message from Pastor Phil: Switching Our
Tags

11:00 Closing Song & Dismissal with
Blessing

SUNDAY
WORSHIP
SERVICE
CALL IN NUMBER:
(669) 274-9319

SUNDAY WORSHIP
SERVICE VOLUNTEERS

We are currently offering one in-person Sunday
Worship experience, every Sunday, starting at
9:50 AM. There are limited seats available and
guests are asked to follow the guidelines
posted. For questions, please call 616-887-8255.

March 14
Soundboard & PowerPoint:
Brandon Ingersoll
Dave Steenhagen
Head Usher:
Denny Knappen
Intercessory Prayer on
behalf of the Pastor:
Barb Taylor
Scripture Reader:
Shelly Murdock
March 21
Soundboard & PowerPoint:
Brandon Ingersoll
Dave Steenhagen
Head Usher:
Ken Buitendyk
Intercessory Prayer on
behalf of the Pastor:
Amy Burmeister
Scripture Reader:
Sheila Pederson

FOUR EASY WAYS TO GIVE
1. Give Online: Gifts may be made electronically through our website by clicking the “ give” tab at the
top of the page. You will be directed to our PayPal website. There is a small fee associated with this
service.
2. Mail a Check: checks may be mailed to our Church Office at Sparta United Methodist Church, 54 East
Division Street, Sparta, MI 49345. *Please do not mail cash and do include any special requests in the
memo line of your checks. Thank you!
3. Automatic Debit: this is another way that some people of our church friends make their
contributions. This is a monthly, automated process that requires a signed form; please contact the
Church Office to help you get started (616-887-8255).
4. Automatic Bill Pay: this is an arrangement you can make with your bank or financial institution. With
this procedure, your bank sends the Church the amount you determine, at the intervals you also choose.
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SUMC EASTER FLOWER
ORDER FORM
Though our Easter Worship service(s) have not been finalized, as of
yet. Please complete the order form below and return the form
with payment to the Church Office (54 E Division St, Sparta MI
49345) on or before Friday, March 12. We hope to still publish a list
of all flower providers and their loved ones. Thank you!
Given by: ________________________________________________
Number of 6" Mums: White _____ Yellow _____ Lavender _____
Number of 6" Hyacinths: White _____ Pink _____ Lavender _____
Number of 6" Easter Lilies: _____
Number of 6" Mini-Daffodils (yellow only): _____
Number of 6" Tulips: Pink _____ Yellow _____ Red _____
TOTAL # of plants: ______ x $8.00 per plant
$___________ (payment is due upon submission of order)
IN MEMORY OF: ___________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
IN HONOR OF: ____________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
Please take your plants home with you on Easter, Sunday, April 4.

