Helping each other follow Jesus' way (John 14:6)
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JOIN OUR DISCUSSION
The Administration Council welcomes you to join them next
Monday, February 22 at 7 PM, to discuss the reopening of our
Church. If you'd like to join in on the conversation, email Ari at

SUMC QUICK
REEL
Tune into 105.5 FM to
catch our Sunday Worship
services LIVE over the

spartaumc@spartaumc.com and she will share the Zoom
information.

RADIO! This is only
available in our parking
lot, every Sunday at 10 AM

GIRLTALK MEETING NEXT WEEK
GirlTalk will be meeting next Tuesday, February 23 at
9:30 AM in Wesley Hall, for a time of fellowship and prayer. We
will also discuss our future meeting plans. For questions, please
call Bonnie Wilkinson at 616-887-8625. Hope to see you there!

Don't forget to use our
Sunday call in number,
to listen in on our
Sunday worship
experience from home:

ALMOST TO GOAL

(669) 274-9319

Thank you Jeanne drier (and our other friends of GirlTalk) for

receipts from your homes. Our current count is at $108,976 and

SUNDAY ATTENDANCE
IN REVIEW

our goal is $150,000. Please continue to collect your receipts

1-24: 36*peak views

continuing to count our (seemingly, endless bags) Family Fare

and submit them to the Church Office. Thank you, Missions

1-30: 49*peak views
2-7: 47*peak views
2-14: 45*peak views

GOD'S LOVE SHARED
Thank you to all the kids who made a Valentines! We received
47 valentines, all beautifully crafted to perfection! We helped
bring joy and love to the 45 residents at Meadowlark

*attendance marked with
an asterisk (*) is based off
of our Facebook live
stream's peak number of
viewers (at a time).

Retirement Home, here in Sparta!
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SMILE: IT’S THE BLESSINGS BRIGADE!
The Blessings Brigade has been making people smile and lifting spirits
since October, 2020
Everyone is invited to be a part of the next Blessings Brigade on Saturday, February 27 as
we drive by the homes of the Williams family and Anna Mae Spangenberg. Cars and trucks
will line up in the church parking lot at 11 AM. We have some regulars (thank you!), but we
need more kids (kids, please bring your driver/parents!). We have signs to pass out and have
a “parking lot fellowship time” (BYOC – bring your own coffee!) before we leave at 11:15 AM.
First, we will visit the Williams family: Jackie, her husband John, their daughters Faith
(11) and Juanita Jr. (6), on Gardner Street. Jackie is one of our Nursery Coordinators, and
she really misses seeing the children in the nursery. She is looking forward to seeing “our
little ones” and how much they have grown when the nursery can open safely. Jackie had
this to say, “We are a loving family that likes to help. Also, it had been such a blessing for our
family to receive help here and there. The Sparta community is amazing.”
Then, we will drive by Anna Mae Spangenberg’s house on Amelia Street. Anna Mae was
born in Hesperia and moved to Sparta as a divorcée with her 5 children when she was 26
years old. She started attending Sparta UMC when she met Jud Spangenberg, and a year
later they were married there. She is a member of the Mary Martha Circle (formerly a
member of Sarah Ruth until the circle retired in 2015). Anna Mae cared for Jud through a
lengthy illness, and said it was a blessing when he died in 2007 to know that he is with God.
Her motto is to keep the good memories and let go of the bad; don’t look down, look up.
Let’s all make good memories on February 27th! If the weather is bad on Feb. 27, the
Blessings Brigade will be rescheduled for March 6. Contact Kathy Reed for questions at
616-560-8575.

HELP KEEP OUR SIDEWALKS CLEAR
We are still looking for some volunteers to help keep the sidewalks at our church, clear of
snow. Below is list of weeks (through the end of March) that we need volunteers to clear the
snow from our sidewalks. If it doesn't snow on your specific week, you don't have to shovel
but please keep an eye out for ice during those weeks of no fresh snowfall.

If you are able to help clear our sidewalks for either a specific day(s) or week(s) (i.e.
whatever you are able to do), please call or email the Church Office at 616-887-8255 /
spartaumc@spartaumc.com, to signup. If you have any questions, please give the Trustee
Chair Head, Denny Knappen, a call or text at 616-225-8359. Thank you!
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JOIN US FOR OUR LENT PHOTO CHALLENGE
Will you join this photo-a-day challenge and
share with our community how you perceive
each word of the day? No explanation needed.
After all, a picture is worth a thousand words.
Tag us on Facebook.
You don't have to be a great photographer.
This project is more about the practice of paying
attention and being intentional.
If you don't have any social media but want to
participate, text your photos to 616-887-8255 and
we can share them for you!
How to: share your photo on your Facebook
page and tag us
(@SpartaUnitedMethodistChurch) or post them
to our Facebook wall!

Day 1: Covenant

HERE ARE A FEW PHOTOS
SHARED SO FAR:

Day 2: Living

YOU'RE INVITED TO A CARD
SHOWER
On March 2, Eva Cone turns 90! Since her family is unable to
throw her a proper birthday celebration, they are hoping to
still make it special. Help them do so by mailing her a special
birthday card to:

11490 Tebeau Ct.
Sparta, MI 49345
Eva is currently off-line with no access to her Facebook or
email. Please contact her by mail or phone. Thank you!
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SEND A LETTER OF ENCOURAGEMENT TO
ENRIQUE LAURA
SUMC's youth program has been sponsoring Enrique laura at
$38.00/month from our well-funded Youth Ministries account
for the past several years. SUMC plans on continuing Enrique's
support until he ages out of the Compassion International
system.
Enrique's birthday is April 28, and he will be turning 13 this
year! Help make his birthday extra special by making a birthday
card or writing a letter to Enrique wishing him well! This could
be a fun activity for your kids to get involved.
Please drop off your letters and/or cards for Enrique to
the Church Office by April 2, 2021. We will be sure to get them
mailed out (all together). Thank you for your continued support
of Enrique!

Please text your prayer requests to 616-887-8255!

PRAYER REQUESTS & PEOPLE NEWS
Please pray for my friend, David. He was recently diagnosed with prostate
cancer and will have surgery in the near future. Thank you, Kerry Emelander
Terri Miling is asking for prayers for her mother, Mary Haagen,
who had a recent fall. Thank you
Please pray for our dear friend, dedicated volunteer and loved member,
Carla VanAsselt. She is undergoing cancer treatment (again). Thank you
Please continue to pray for our Compassion International child,
Enrique Laura and his family. Thank you, SPRC & Missions
Please continue to pray for LTJG Nicholas R. Spaleny, US Navy, who is
stationed in Bahrain. He is serving on the Navel base there as a Public Affairs
Officer for one year. Please pray for his safety. Thank you, De Knappen
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A SPECIAL NOTE FROM MARY ELLEN:
Hey, Kids! Thanks for making and sending
your Valentines back to the Church. We

helped bring joy and
love to the 45 residents at Meadowlark
Retirement Home here in Sparta! It was a
delivered them and

wonderful way to send God’s love and care
to them! We also hope you enjoyed your

KIDS
CORNER

mid-winter break, this past week.
Don’t forget that Wednesday was Ash
Wednesday. It is the beginning of Lent; 40
Days before Easter! Easter reminds us to
always thank God for the forgiveness of our

Share this blessing with others this week,
“May God bless you and keep you.”

❤

sins.
In March, materials will be mailed out so that you may
make a birthday card for Enrique, the young boy our Sunday
School classes have been supporting, through Compassion
International. We will also be sending you an Easter project to
make and keep, or give to a “special” person.
Don’t forget to watch this week’s Celebrate Wonder
Lesson: Mary and Martha. It is based on the Bible Verses:
Luke10:38-42. It reminds us to balance our daily chores and
work, with time to learn more about God.

THIS MONTH'S
FAITH WORD:

GUIDE

Showing the way, like
the light of Christ.

CELEBRATE WONDER LESSON
2/21: MARY AND MARTHA
Jesus and his disciples were invited to
come to the home of Mary and Martha
for some rest and a meal. As Martha...

CLICK ON
IMAGE FOR
LESSON!
TO VIEW THIS WEEK'S CELEBRATE WONDER LESSON PAGES, CLICK HERE
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SUMC TO HELP WITH COVID-19 VACCINATION
SIGN UP
Enrollment for Michiganders 65 years or older is available. You must be registered first,
then when vaccinations become available, they will contact you for an appointment to
receive your first shot. Provided you will get Pfizer or Moderna injection. (They both will
require two injections.)
If you are eligible for a vaccination and unable to complete your registration online,
please first call Spectrum Health COVID-19 Vaccine Call Center, for assistance at
833-755-0696. Their hours are 8 AM to 8 PM, seven days a week.
SUMC is also here to help! If you need help registering or need additional information,
please call the Church Office at 616-887-8255 or Pastor Phil, 616-799-4281. We would love
to help!
Other Resources:
Heart of West Michigan United Way: Call 211
Michigan Government: You may also call the COVID-19 hotline at 888-535-6136. Hotline
calls are answered Monday through Friday, except for on State holidays, from 8 AM to
5 PM.
https://accesskent.com/Health/covid-19-vaccine-registration.htm
https://www.spectrumhealth.org/covid19/covid-19-vaccine
https://www.riteaid.com/Covid-19

UPCOMING
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSINGS:
Friday, March 5
Tuesday, March 9
Thursday & Friday, March 18-19
Friday, April 30

SUNDAY WORSHIP
SERVICE
CALL IN NUMBER:
(669) 274-9319
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SPARTA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
2021 COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULES
ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL-VIRTUAL:
The second Monday of the month, at 7 PM, virtually held via ZOOM. Contact
Pat Sharpe (616-826-5865) or the Church Office (616-887-8255) for details.
TRUSTEE COUNCIL-IN PERSON:
This council will meet as needed. Please contact Denny Knappen for more
information at 616-225-8359.
FINANCE COUNCIL-VIRTUAL:
Please contact Renee Miles (616-617-2303) for details or questions.
Monday, February, 8 6:30-7 PM
Monday, April 12, 6:30-7 PM
Monday, July 12, 6:30-7 PM
Monday, December 13, 6:30-7 PM
MISSIONS-IN PERSON:
Missions plans to meet every other month (starting February 2). They will
take place on the first Tuesday of that month, at 7 PM, in the Church Dining
room. Their next meeting will be April 6. Contact Mindy Tilli for details (616644-2373).
SPRC-VIRTUAL:
Please contact Kurt Burmeister (616-291-6524) for details or questions.
Thursday, February 4, 7 PM
Thursday, February 25, 7 PM
Thursday, May 6, 7 PM
Thursday, August 5, 7PM
Thursday, November 4, 7PM
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SUNDAY WORSHIP
SERVICE VOLUNTEERS
Our Church Leaders decided to suspend
in-person worship until further notice.
The information provided below is simply for
informational purposes only. Thank you!

February 21
Soundboard & PowerPoint:
Brandon Ingersoll
Dave Steenhagen
Intercessory Prayer on
behalf of the Pastor:
Carla VanAsselt
Scripture Reader:
JoEllen Pinckney
February 28
Soundboard & PowerPoint:
Brandon Ingersoll
Dave Steenhagen
Intercessory Prayer on
behalf of the Pastor:
Ron Drier
Scripture Reader:
Julie Levandoski

WESLEY HALL WEEKLY
SCHEDULE
Though our buildings remain closed for in-person
worship, our Wesley Hall space remains open for groups
of 10 people or less. Below is that schedule or to view
online, click here. If you'd like to request this space,
please fill out an online form or email Ari at
spartaumc@spartaumc.com

Monday: AA 7 PM
Tuesday: GriefShare 6-7:30 PM
Wednesday: AA 7 PM
Thursday: AA 7 PM
Friday: AA 12 PM
Saturday: see online calendar for availability*
Sunday: see online calendar for availability*

SUNDAY WORSHIP
SERVICE SCHEDULE
*The times listed below are approximates. We run a
real-time live stream, so starting times may change
throughout any given service.

9:50 Celebrate Wonder Children's Programming
9:55 Powerpoint Announcements
10:00 Gathering Music
10:10 Welcome & Pastoral Announcements
10:15 Call To Worship & Opening Song
Text Pastor Phil at
10:20 Opening Prayers
616-799-4281 to have
10:23 Children's Time & Song
your prayer added
10:25 Prayers of the People
LIVE!
10:30 Pastoral Prayer and Lord's Prayer
10:35 Scripture Lesson: Mark 1:9-15
10:38 Message from Pastor Phil: God’s Teachable
Moments
11:00 Closing Song & Dismissal with Blessing

FOUR EASY WAYS
TO GIVE
1. Use your debit or credit card through our
website. Gifts may be made through our website
by clicking the “ give” tab at the top of the page.
There are some small fees associated with this
service.
2. Mail a check: checks may be sent to the Church
at Sparta United Methodist Church, 54 East
Division Street, Sparta, MI 49345 (please do not
mail cash)
3. Automatic Debit: this is another way that some
people of our church make their contributions.
This is an automated process that requires a
signed form that Arieal can help you set up. Call
her at 989-745-3492 if you would like to do this.
4. Automatic Bill Pay: this is an arrangement you
can make with your bank or financial institution.
With this procedure, your bank sends the church
the amount you determine at the intervals you
also choose.
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