Helping each other follow Jesus' way (John 14:6)
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NEWSFLASH
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CHURCH DINING ROOM GETS MUCH
BRIGHTER!

SUMC QUICK
REEL

The Church Dining room, located in our main church building's
basement, had it's new windows installed today, Thursday, February
11. The Trustee council approved this purchase last year and it was
generously paid for by an amazing member of our Church! We all
have been anxiously awaiting the installation!
Of course the primary reason for the window replacement is to

Tune into 105.5 FM to
catch our Sunday Worship
services LIVE over the
RADIO!
(every Sunday at 10 AM)

provide proper air ventilation (both to help during COVID and later
on for plain old comfort) but the new windows also bring so much
more light into this space than ever before! These new windows will
ultimately provide more energy savings for us as well.
The date for the next
Blessings Brigade is TBD
(to be determined).
Please contact Kathy
Reed for questions.
Thank you!

SUNDAY ATTENDANCE
IN REVIEW
1-17: 42*peak views
1-24: 36*peak views
1-30: 49*peak views
2-7: 47*peak views
*attendance marked with an
asterisk (*) is based off of
our Facebook live stream's
peak number of viewers
(at a time).
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WORSHIP CALL-IN NUMBER, UPDATED
We have a new phone number for those who want to call in and listen to Sunday
worship. It is (669) 274-9319, and you don’t need to enter an access code. If you try
this Sunday and still get a busy signal, you can dial 1-425-535-9191 and then dial our
new number, 669-274-9319. If you are using a cell phone and get a busy signal, you
can dial the new number and then text HELP. Please keep us posted with your
successes and failures related to using this service so that we can make
improvement as needed. Thank you!

CHURCH OFFICE UPGRADES
TO CELL PHONE
The Church Office land-line, 616-887-8255, is now a mobile line! And the
best part about the switch is that our phone line is now text-able! Be sure to
call/text the Church Office to get your name saved into the new cell phone
and say hi to the Office Admin! Thank you!

Please text your prayer requests to 616-887-8255!

Click here
for a list of
February
Birthdays!

SUMC LENT PHOTO-A-DAY CHALLENGE
Will you join this photo-a-day challenge and
share with our community how you perceive each
word of the day? No explanation needed. After all,
a picture is worth a thousand words. Tag us on
Facebook.
You don't have to be a great photographer. This
project is more about the practice of paying
attention and being intentional.
If you don't have any social media but want to
participate, text your photos to 616-887-8255 and
we can share them for you!
How to: share your photo on your Facebook
page and tag us (@SpartaUnitedMethodistChurch)
or post them to our Facebook wall!
Let’s start this 40-day journey together, sharing
glimpses of our lives with one another. Let this be
an intentional time, even for a few minutes a day,
to pause, remember and reflect.
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AD COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
Our Administrative council met this past Monday, February 8 at 7 PM (virtually)
and below are some of the topics discussed. If you'd like a copy of the council's
hot minutes, email Ari at spartaumc@spartaumc.com and request a copy. Thank
you!
Our Trustee Chair, Denny Knappen, shared that our new dining room windows
will be installed this coming Thursday, February 11. He also noted that we are
still in need of snow shoveling volunteers! Thanks to Kurt B., and Paul S. for
helping out so far this season.
Mindy Tilli, our Missions Chair, reported that the Missions council met for their
first time this year! They approved support for our Missionaries, The Dornon
Family, of $200 this year. They hope to start a missionary work trip once we are
back to worshiping face to face, hopefully later this year. Also, since there isn’t
a lot going on in the earlier parts of the year, Missions will meet every other
month until a change is needed.
Our Finance Chair, Renee Miles, reported that our 2021 budget is established
but will be updated throughout the year as needed. She researched the PPP
loan that was offered to us again this year (the same loan that we applied
for/received/&was forgiven for last year) and was able to add our Church’s
name to the consideration pool. Thank you to ChoiceOne Bank for their help as
well. Renee also applied for a $15,000 grant with the State of Michigan
however the Church was not selected (they had limited amounts of money to
give and it went to other businesses in need).
SPRC Chair, Kurt Burmeister, informed the council that SPRC welcomed a new
committee member, Sheila Clark! He also shared that SPRC’s next meeting will
be Thursday, Feb 25; their meeting schedule is set to meet quarterly but they
may want to gather more frequently, as needed.
Pastor Phil shared his hopes about the possibility of having the Multipurpose
Outdoor Worship Tent resurrected by the end of March for a possible Easter
Sunday (April 4) worship (in the tent). More to be discussed next month.
Pastor Phil also presented to the council an open discussion about when and
how we should return to in-person worship. After much consideration and

meet virtually in 2 weeks, on
February 22 at 7 PM, to discuss the reopening of our Church. If you'd like
to join in on the conversation , email Ari at spartaumc@spartaumc.com and
thought from the council, they concluded to

she will share the Zoom information.
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CONGRATULATIONS
ALAN HARTMAN FOR
WINNING THE SUBWAY
GIFT CARD!

SUMC LIBRARY TOTE
Our Church Office porch now has a SUMC Library
tote box! With the help from our friends Jeanette
Tobey, Joyce Marohn, and Mary Scott, SUMC now has
it's very own library for everyone to enjoy. There are
books for all ages and there's no return policy! The
goal of this library is to share the enjoyment books
bring to us and to clear the dust off of our church's
book collection. This new library tote box is located
on the Church Office porch, next to the H2H deck box,
on the bench. If you have any comments or
suggestions, please feel free to contact the Church
Office. Thank you!

HELP KEEP OUR SIDEWALKS CLEAR
We are looking for some volunteers to help keep the sidewalks at our church, clear of
snow. Below is list of weeks (through the end of March) that we need volunteers to clear the
snow from our sidewalks. If it doesn't snow on your specific week, you don't have to shovel
but please keep an eye out for ice during those weeks of no fresh snowfall.

If you are able to help clear our sidewalks for either a specific day(s) or week(s) (i.e.
whatever you are able to do), please call or email the Church Office at 616-887-8255 /
spartaumc@spartaumc.com, to signup. If you have any questions, please give the Trustee
Chair Head, Denny Knappen, a call or text at 616-225-8359. Thank you!
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SEND A LETTER OF ENCOURAGEMENT TO
ENRIQUE LAURA
SUMC's youth program has been sponsoring Enrique laura at
$38.00/month from our well-funded Youth Ministries account
for the past several years. SUMC plans on continuing Enrique's
support until he ages out of the Compassion International
system.
Enrique's birthday is April 28, and he will be turning 13 this
year! Help make his birthday extra special by making a birthday
card or writing a letter to Enrique wishing him well! This could
be a fun activity for your kids to get involved.
Please drop off your letters and/or cards for Enrique to
the Church Office by April 2, 2021. We will be sure to get them
mailed out (all together). Thank you for your continued support
of Enrique!
Place letters

This is the coffee table in

DON'T FORGET!
SUNDAY WORSHIP
SERVICE
CALL IN NUMBER:
(669) 274-9319

our Church Office foyer.

for Enrique,
here!

PRAYER REQUESTS & PEOPLE NEWS
Thank you for all of the prayers for Dan's step-mom, Patti. Her surgeries
went well and she is in recovery. Thank you, Brenda
Please pray for our Compassion International child, Enrique Laura and his
family. Thank you, SPRC & Missions
Please continue to pray for LTJG Nicholas R. Spaleny, US Navy, who is
stationed in Bahrain. He is serving on the Navel base there as a Public
Affairs Officer for one year. Please pray for his safety.
Thank you, De Knappen
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A SPECIAL NOTE FROM MARY ELLEN:
Hey, kids! We hope you received your
valentines

and enjoyed making them!

Don’t forget to return them by mail or
drop them off at the Church Office, no
later than this Friday, February 12. We
will deliver them to Meadowlark
Retirement Home this Saturday, February
13. This way the residents there can enjoy
them on Valentine’s Day

KIDS
CORNER

(this coming

Sunday)! You will be brightening a
retired person’s day and sharing God’s
love with them at the same time!
Remember to watch this week’s
Celebrate Wonder lesson: Jesus Calms
the Storm. This lesson is based on the
Bible Verses: Mark 4:35-41. This lesson
reminds us that when we are scared or
afraid, we can call on Jesus to calm us
down and stay safe.
This month's Faith Word:

GUIDE
Showing the way, like
the light of Christ.

Vincent Gross (on left) and Roman Hotic (on right)
share a glimpse of their Valentine Day cards for our
Sparta Retirement Community members!

CELEBRATE WONDER LESSON
2/14: JESUS CALMS THE STORM
After a long day of teaching, Jesus left
the crowd and headed to the other side
of the lake with his disciples...

CLICK ON
IMAGE FOR
LESSON!
TO VIEW THIS WEEK'S CELEBRATE WONDER LESSON PAGES, CLICK HERE
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SPARTA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
2021 COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULES
ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL-VIRTUAL:
The second Monday of the month, at 7 PM, virtually held via ZOOM. Contact
Pat Sharpe (616-826-5865) or the Church Office (616-887-8255) for details.
TRUSTEE COUNCIL-IN PERSON:
This council will meet as needed. Please contact Denny Knappen for more
information at 616-225-8359.
FINANCE COUNCIL-VIRTUAL:
Please contact Renee Miles (616-617-2303) for details or questions.
Monday, February, 8 6:30-7 PM
Monday, April 12, 6:30-7 PM
Monday, July 12, 6:30-7 PM
Monday, December 13, 6:30-7 PM
MISSIONS-IN PERSON:
Missions plans to meet every other month (starting February 2). They will
take place on the first Tuesday of that month, at 7 PM, in the Church Dining
room. Their next meeting will be April 6. Contact Mindy Tilli for details (616644-2373).
SPRC-VIRTUAL:
Please contact Kurt Burmeister (616-291-6524) for details or questions.
Thursday, February 4, 7 PM
Thursday, February 25, 7 PM
Thursday, May 6, 7 PM
Thursday, August 5, 7PM
Thursday, November 4, 7PM
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SUNDAY WORSHIP
SERVICE VOLUNTEERS
Our Church Leaders decided to suspend
in-person worship until further notice.
The information provided below is simply for
informational purposes only. Thank you!

February 14
Soundboard & PowerPoint:
Brandon Ingersoll
Dave Steenhagen
Intercessory Prayer on
behalf of the Pastor:
Bonnie Wilkinson
Scripture Reader:
Amy Burmeister
February 21
Soundboard & PowerPoint:
Brandon Ingersoll
Dave Steenhagen
Intercessory Prayer on
behalf of the Pastor:
Carla Wilkinson
Scripture Reader:
JoEllen Pinckney

WESLEY HALL WEEKLY
SCHEDULE
Though our buildings remain closed for in-person
worship, our Wesley Hall space remains open for groups
of 10 people or less. Below is that schedule or to view
online, click here. If you'd like to request this space,
please fill out an online form or email Ari at
spartaumc@spartaumc.com

Monday: AA 7 PM
Tuesday: GriefShare 6-7:30 PM
Wednesday: AA 7 PM
Thursday: AA 7 PM
Friday: AA 12 PM
Saturday: see online calendar for availability*
Sunday: see online calendar for availability*

SUNDAY WORSHIP
SERVICE SCHEDULE
*The times listed below are approximates. We run a
real-time live stream, so starting times may change
throughout any given service.

9:50 Celebrate Wonder Children's Programming
9:55 Powerpoint Announcements
10:00 Gathering Music
10:10 Welcome & Pastoral Announcements
10:15 Call To Worship & Opening Song
10:20 Opening Prayers
Text Pastor Phil at
616-799-4281
to have
10:23 Children's Time & Song
your prayer added
10:25 Prayers of the People
LIVE!
10:30 Pastoral Prayer and Lord's Prayer
10:35 Scripture Lesson: Mark 9:2-9
10:38 Message from Pastor Phil: Listen To Him
11:00 Closing Song & Dismissal with Blessing

FOUR EASY WAYS
TO GIVE
1. Use your debit or credit card through our
website. Gifts may be made through our website
by clicking the “ give” tab at the top of the page.
There are some small fees associated with this
service.
2. Mail a check: checks may be sent to the Church
at Sparta United Methodist Church, 54 East
Division Street, Sparta, MI 49345 (please do not
mail cash)
3. Automatic Debit: this is another way that some
people of our church make their contributions.
This is an automated process that requires a
signed form that Arieal can help you set up. Call
her at 989-745-3492 if you would like to do this.
4. Automatic Bill Pay: this is an arrangement you
can make with your bank or financial institution.
With this procedure, your bank sends the church
the amount you determine at the intervals you
also choose.
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