Helping each other follow Jesus' way (John 14:6)
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NEWSFLASH
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SUMC QUICK
REEL
Tune into 105.5 FM to
catch our Sunday Worship
services LIVE over the
RADIO!
(every Sunday at 10 AM)

Sparta United Methodist Church would like to send you the warmest
of thanks during the Thanksgiving holiday. While November marks a
celebration of Thanksgiving in the U.S., finding time to thank God is part
of our daily discipline as United Methodists. Thanking God for our
blessings is a spiritual discipline that should not be limited to a single
day. Along with expanding our waistlines, our preparation for and
celebration of the holiday can be the impetus toward growing an
attitude of gratitude that will carry over into the rest of the year. Here
are some ways to show your gratitude this week:
Fill a family Thanksgiving box. Each day family members write on
slips of paper something for which they are thankful that day and
place them in the decorated box. The box will make a nice
Thanksgiving table centerpiece, and when opened, a way to
remember how blessed we are every day. You could add to it all year
too of course.
Serve someone. In the weeks leading up to Thanksgiving, many
agencies serving those in need expand their work.
Take time for quiet reflection. As the big day approaches, things
get busier. Set aside some time each day to say thank you to God for
all he has provided.
Share blessings together. When gathered around the table, many
families will share something for which they are thankful. (continued
on next page)
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The Virtual Church
Office will be closed
November 26 & 27 for
the Thanksgiving Holiday!

HEIFER INTERNATIONAL GIFT
TOTALS TO DATE:
6 FLOCKS OF CHICKS
1 GOAT
*Please be sure to notify the
Church Office or Mindy Tilli if you
make a donation, thank you*

SUNDAY ATTENDANCE
IN REVIEW
11/1 - 35 in-person
32* peak views

11/8 - 35* peak views
11-15 - 43* peak views
11-22 - 46* peak views
*attendance marked with an
asterisk (*) is based off of our
Facebook live stream's peak
number of viewers.
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Then together offer “thanks for the Earth and all with which we are blessed in the world God
created.”
Send cards to those we miss. Remember those who are not able to be with you this year by
making or purchasing cards for them. Mail them the next day to share the gratitude.
Create a keepsake of thanks. When you take that group photo around the table or in front of
the fireplace, record not only the names of those in attendance, but also something for
which each person is thankful. This will be a great item to revisit when everyone gathers
again next year.
Include children. Involve the children celebrating with you. Say a special prayer at the kids’
table as a grace or an after meal blessing, having one of the older children lead. Then
encourage the kids to write their own Thanksgiving prayers, with which they could lead the
adults in prayer later in the day.
However you can, find ways to give thanks to God for all of his blessings throughout your
celebration this year. Instill the habit of an attitude of gratitude, which will extend far beyond
Thanksgiving Day.

FAMILY FARE RECEIPTS

We are still collecting Family Fare receipts! You may return them to
the Church Office either during office hours (see the Church Building
Calendar for Ari's hours), mail them into the Church Office (54 E
Division St, Sparta, MI 49345), or you may drop them off at the Church
Office entry way, if you know the code. If you'd don't know the code,
please email Ari (spartaumc@spartaumc.com) and request it.
Also, a huge thank you to the ladies of GirlTalk for taking the time to
count all of the receipts for us! There were bags upon bags to count, so
thank you for all of your help ladies! Once the receipts are submitted,
Ari will update the congregation on how much we have earned. Way to
go SUMC!

GIVING TREE IS BACK
The Giving Tree for the United Methodist Community House is up in
the parlor. Some of the needed items included
children’s toys, children’s clothing sizes 12 months thru adult XXXL.
Please turn in gifts to the church by December 9.
Thank you, Dorcas Circle

NOVEMBER VIRTUAL
OFFICE CLOSINGS

The Virtual Church Office will be closed Thursday, November 26
and Friday, November 27 for the Thanksgiving Holiday. During
that time, please contact Pastor Phil (616-799-4281) with any
questions. Thank you!
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SHOWING
GOD'S LOVE:
BLESSING BRIGADE

This past Saturday, November
21, was our second Blessing
Brigade. Many arrived with
cheerful smiles ready to shine for
Julie Levandoski and John & Doris
Snyder. Thank you to everyone
who could come out and show
God's love for our local friends!
The Church CareLine
Committee meets next on
December 3, at 6:30 PM. Kathy
Reed will be sending the call-in
information directly to you all.

BECOME A REFUGEE FOSTER FAMILY
As the Holiday’s approach and the New Year is around the corner, the urgent need for Refugee Foster
Families becomes greater. 20-25 children continue waiting for a foster family after fleeing their homelands
due to violence and persecution. Many of these children have been waiting over 500 days in a shelter. We are
also anticipating an increase in the number of unaccompanied children entering our care, so it is critical to
find loving, temporary homes for the children who hope to reunify with family, or long-term foster families for
the children who do not have a family. At Bethany we believe family changes everything, and that everyone
deserves to feel loved, connected, and safe. Opening your home is a bold way to show love to these children
and teens in need. Bethany is committed to walking with you every step of the way on this journey, so if you
are ready, we look forward to helping you begin! The first step to become a Refugee Foster Parent is to attend
a free, no-commitment, virtual Information Meeting. Our next meeting is on Tuesday, December 1, at 6 PM.
You can register and find additional dates here. For questions and more information, please contact Claire
Hopkins at 616-256-2293 or chopkins@bethany.org
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HAND2HAND DONATIONS
Our Hand2Hand program is providing weekend backpacks of food items for 70 kids at
Appleview Elementary and White Early Childhood Center in partnership with the Sparta
Baptist Church. Due to our church service switching to a virtual format and no Kids Kans
collections during the service, our food donations have decreased significantly which
has required us to purchase most of the food so far this year. If you wish to donate any
kid-friendly shelf-stable food items, you can drop them off to the Hand2Hand bin in the
parlor (outside the sanctuary) or at the church office.
We are always in need of individually packaged snack and breakfast items (i.e. granola
bars, fruit cups, oatmeal, popcorn, pudding cups, etc.).

Based on our menu planned for January, specific "featured items" that we could use
before the end of December include:
Pancake Syrup (24 oz or smaller)
Spaghetti
Spaghetti sauce (cans or plastic only - no glass jars!)
Canned veggies (corn, green beans, & peas)

If you prefer to support Hand2Hand financially to help us purchase needed food, you
can mail or drop off monetary donations to the church. Make checks payable to "Sparta
UMC" with "Hand2Hand" on the memo line. Thank you for your continued support and
for helping us to provide food, and most importantly, pray for these kids in our
community!

PRAYER REQUESTS & PEOPLE NEWS
Sue Eadie shared that her mother, Doris Eadie, is doing well. Doris is no
longer contagious with COVID. Thank you all for your healing prayers!
Please pray for those who are battling the COVID virus and their families.
Please continue to pray for LTJG Nicholas R. Spaleny, US Navy, who is
stationed in Bahrain. He is serving on the Navel base there as a Public
Affairs Officer for one year. Please pray for his safety. Thanks, De Knappen
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SUNDAY WORSHIP
SERVICE VOLUNTEERS
Our Church Leaders have decided to suspend
in-person worship until further notice.
The information provided below is simply for
informational purposes only. Thank you!

November 29

FOUR EASY METHODS OF
GIVING
1. Use your debit or credit card through our
website. Gifts may be made through our website by
clicking the “ give” tab at the top of the page. There are

some small fees associated with this service.
2. Mail a check: checks may be sent to the Church at

Soundboard/PowerPoint:
Brandon Ingersoll

Sparta United Methodist Church, 54 East Division

Intercessory Prayer on
behalf of the Pastor:
Carla VanAsselt

3. Automatic Debit: this is another way that some

Scripture Reader:
Sheila Pederson
Altar Flowers:
Mike & Mary Eggleston
December 6
Soundboard/PowerPoint:
Brandon Ingersoll
Intercessory Prayer on
behalf of the Pastor:
Ron Drier

Street, Sparta, MI 49345 (please do not mail cash)
people of our church make their contributions. This is
an automated process that requires a signed form that
Arieal can help you set up. Call her at 989-745-3492 if
you would like to do this.
4. Automatic Bill Pay: this is an arrangement you can
make with your bank or financial institution. With this
procedure, your bank sends the church the amount
you determine at the intervals you also choose.

TIPS & TRICKS
If you don't want to miss the Churches live stream or
Facebook updates follow these instructions:
1. Log into Facebook on your computer, tablet or smart

Scripture Reader:
Dr. Jay Dean

phone device that you want to watch the live stream

Altar Flowers:
Tudy Middleton

2. At the top of Facebook, search for Sparta United

December 13

www.facebook.com/SpartaUnitedMethodistChurch

Soundboard/PowerPoint:
Brandon Ingersoll
Intercessory Prayer on
behalf of the Pastor:
Cindy Young
Scripture Reader:
Sheila Pederson
Altar Flowers:
Ron & Jeanne Drier

on.
Methodist Church or use this link:
3. Click on the “Like” button. If the page already has
“liked” under the picture then you have already liked
the page.
4. Be sure you are on the device you’d like to watch the
Sunday Service live stream on. Around 10 AM on
Sundays, watch for the notification from Facebook that
we are “live” and click on the notification (it will bring
you right to the live service).
5. If you did not get the notification by 10:05 AM on
Sundays, you can find the live stream manually by
searching for Sparta United Methodist Church on
Facebook and it will be towards the top of our page.
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