Helping each other follow Jesus' way (John 14:6)
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NEWSFLASH
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TRUNK R TREAT
OCT 31!
This Halloween, Sparta UMC is partnering with the Sparta Baptist
Church in their annual Trunk R Treat event! This will be an outdoor,
kid friendly activity that will take place in our shared parking lot on

SUMC QUICK
REEL
Tune into 105.5 FM to catch
our Sunday Worship services
LIVE over the RADIO!
(every Sunday at 10 AM)

Sunday, October 25 at
1 PM is our Big Top
Takedown.
Hope to see you there!

October 31 from 5 PM to 8 PM. There will be fun decorated trunks
and lots of candy! Those of you who wish to participate in the trunk
decorating will need to sign up in advanced and also arrive in the
parking lot at 4 PM for the event to begin at 5 PM. Those of you
who'd like to participate in other ways can donate supplemental
candy to SBC. Please drop of candy donations to the SBC Office or
bring it with you to our Sunday worship services. To participate in

Ari will be in the Church
Office this week on Friday
from 10 AM until 12 (noon).
Typically she is in the Office
every Friday from 12-2pm
but this week it is different.
To schedule a visit, please
text/call her at
989-745-3492

the trunk decorating please email Amanda (SBC Admin) at
info@spartabaptist.org (though email is preferred, you may also
call with your information at 616-887-8813). Please be sure to leave
your name and contact information so that Pastor Ben may contact
you closer to the event with additional instructions.
SBC Office hours for candy donations:
Monday/Wednesday/Friday 9 AM to 2 PM
Tuesday/Thursday 9 AM to 1 PM
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SUNDAY ATTENDANCE
IN REVIEW
9/13 - 71
9/20 - 66
9/27 - 71
10/4 - 45

*attendance marked with an
asterisk (*) is an estimate
based upon our Facebook live
views.
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THANK YOU, PASTOR PHIL!
What a year 2020 has been: A disruptive and deadly virus, racial and political unrest,
economic insecurity for many, and plenty of hype in the lead-up to an election that has divided
our country. Through it all, Pastor Phil has been working hard shepherding our Sparta United
Methodist Church.
What we see on Sunday is just the tip of the iceberg. Under normal circumstances pastors
spend many hours preparing sermons, attending meetings, counseling people over the phone
and in-person, and other activities too numerous to list here. And it’s often a “24/7” job, as
some things just don’t fit into the 8-5 workday most people are accustomed to. Just think for a
moment how the added challenges of 2020 have made their work even more difficult.
In 1 Timothy (5:17), Paul writes "The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are
worthy of double honor, especially those whose work is preaching and teaching." And in 1
Thessalonians (5:12-13) Paul continues with "Now we ask you, brothers and sisters, to
acknowledge those who work hard among you, who care for you in the Lord and who admonish
you. Hold them in the highest regard in love because of their work. Live in peace with each
other."
October is Pastor Appreciation Month, and this Sunday, October 11th, is Pastor
Appreciation Day. Pastor Phil will be on his way back to Sparta after spending time with his
family and new granddaughter, Evelyn. He won’t be at this Sunday’s service in-person, but we
can still show our appreciation in the coming days by:
- Sending Pastor Phil a card, note, email, or text
- Praying for Pastor Phil and his family
- Putting our faith into action by volunteering in our church and our community
- Being patient as our church continues to negotiate the challenges of COVID-19
- Fresh-baked cookies are a good idea, too!
How you do it is up to you. Just make the time to let Pastor Phil know you appreciate him
and what he does for us. Thanks, Pastor Phil!

AD COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
Our Church Leaders met virtually this past Monday evening and discussed the following topics:
Denny, our Trustee Chair, reported that the Fall cleanup on Oct 3 was very successful and
the cleanup of the Church garage has begun!
Renee, our Finance Chair, noted that the Church finances look good for the month of
September. She is still waiting to hear if our PPE loan is forgiven.
Kurt, our SPRC Chair, announced that Mary Ellen Kimble has agreed to be an “ambassador”
for our Children and Youth program. SPRC will be meeting again the week of October 15.
For a full recap of Monday's meeting, please email your request to Ari at
spartaumc@spartaumc.com
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
Did you know? You don’t have to be an
official member to get your name on the
monthly birthday list! If you’d like to be
included or if you notice a mistake,
please email the Church Office Admin at

CALLING ALL PARENTS…
LITERALLY!
In the upcoming weeks a few people on the
CareLine committee will be calling parents of
children and youth who are listed in our church
directory. Our goal is to update contact information
and get parent input on how we can “do church” for
our youngest “members” of the congregation. This
partnership with the Children and Youth
Programming Committee will help us move forward
in planning ministry and activities for children and
youth.
If you have children not listed in the directory
but would like to be included in this information
gathering step, please contact the church office.
Thank you Kurt Burmeister, a member of both
committees, for “keeping the ball rolling.” Thank you
Mary Eggleston, Sue Palma, Kathy Reed and Jeanette
Tobey for making these calls. Plus a HUGE shout out
to Mary Ellen Kimble, who has volunteered to lead
outreach activities for children and youth as we go
through this process. Watch for more information to
come from Mary Ellen!

spartaumc@spartaumc.com
Oct. 1 Jill Modderman
Julie Barnum
Oct. 3 Hilary Miller
Oct. 5 Dane Gross
Sheila Pederson
Oct. 7 Alesha Kutlzi
Linda Lindsay
Oct. 10 Michelle Morris
Oct. 11 Spencer Riordan
Oct. 12 Gail Friedrick
Oct. 13 Carol Schulz
Oct. 14 Bonnie Wilkinson
Oct. 15 Mel Jones
Oct. 16 Julie Levandoski
Oct. 18 Sue VanderWall
Mark Kingshott
Oct. 20 Joyce Marohn
Wayne Anderson
Oct. 21 Kara McKinley
Oct. 23 Helen Lang
Oct. 26 Jordyn Marks
Caleb Miller
Oct. 29 Adam Schulz
Margaret Collins
Oct. 30 Kristin Johnsen
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HOPE FOR KIDS
(FUN)DRAISER
October is Child Hunger Awareness
Month. Sparta UMC is a partner church
with Hand2Hand and we love feeding
kids here in Sparta! If you wish to
support Hand2Hand and help kids
throughout West Michigan, the
Hand2Hand Hope for Kids (Fun)draiser
is officially underway. We want to say
YES to every students on our waiting
list, so we invite YOU to link arms with
us and help raise funds and awareness
for Hand2Hand students while having
fun in the process! Create your own
(Fun)draiser or to donate visit
h2hkids.org. Together we will deliver
prayers, love, joy and food to thousands
of local students.

BECOME A REFUGEE
FOSTER FAMILY

There is an urgent need for Refugee Foster Families. Currently,
there are 20-25 children referred to Bethany and waiting for a
foster family after being forced to flee their homelands due to
violence and persecution. Many of these children have been
waiting over 500 days in a shelter. Foster families who can
provide respite, take a child who needs to change foster
homes or a youth who is ready to move out of a group home
and into a family are also needed. Opening your home is a
bold way to show love to these children and teens in need. You
can make a difference, and you will never have to do the work
alone. Bethany is committed to walking with you every step of
the way on this journey, so if you are ready, I look forward to
helping you begin!
The first step to become a Refugee Foster Parent is to attend
a free, no-commitment, virtual informational meeting. You
can register here. For questions and more information,
please contact Claire Hopkins at 616-256-2293 or email her at
chopkins@bethany.org
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BIG TOP TAKEDOWN

We are in need of helpers to take down our big top on Sunday,
October 25, at 1 PM. This will be a weather pending event and only
will be held if it is not raining and if there aren't high winds.
Everyone is welcome to help and we hope to see you there!

FAMILY IN NEED
There is a family in need of a
working washing machine (big
enough for a family). If you
have one that you could
donate, please contact Pastor
Phil (616-799-4281) or Ari
(989-745-3492). Thank you!

HAND2HAND FEATURED ITEMS
Based on the Hand2Hand menu we have planned for the kids in November
(including Thanksgiving week!), we specifically need the following food items if
you wish to donate any of them before the end of October. Items can be placed in
the red bin under the tent at the Sunday morning worship
service.
Peanut butter (16 oz preferred)
Stuffing mix
Instant mashed potato packets
Sleeves of crackers (Ritz or Saltines)
Pudding cups

PRAYER REQUESTS & PEOPLE NEWS

Our dear friend, Pat Bradford lost her husband Robert "Bob" Bradford
this past week on September 30. Please pray for their loved ones.
Jackie Ruiter passed away this week. She and her husband Phil moved
to the Grand Haven -Spring Lake area just a few years ago but were
dedicated SUMC members. Please keep their family is your thoughts
and prayers.
Congratulations to Rachel Friedrick & Ben Hazen on their arrival of
baby Evelyn! The whole family is doing well and healthy.
Please continue to pray for LTJG Nicholas R. Spaleny, US Navy, who is
stationed in Bahrain. He is serving on the Navel base there as a Public
Affairs Officer for one year. Please pray for his safety. Thanks, De
Knappen
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SUNDAY WORSHIP
SERVICE VOLUNTEERS
October 11:
Set-up Crew (Arrive by 8:30 AM)
TBD
TBD

Text/call Ari at 989-745-3492 to
get your name here!

Greeters (arrive by 9:30 AM)
Sue Eadie
Jeanette Tobey
Joyce Marohn
Scripture Reader
Sheila Pederson
Intercessory Prayer
Ron Drier
October 18:
Set-up Crew (Arrive by 8:30 AM)
TBD
Text/call Ari at 989-745-3492 to
get your name here!
TBD
Greeters (arrive by 9:30 AM)
Jeanne Drier
Sue Eadie
Scripture Reader
Rachel Shangle
Intercessory Prayer
Cindy Young
October 25:
Set-up Crew (Arrive by 8:30 AM)
TBD
Text/call Ari at 989-745-3492 to
get your name here!
TBD
Greeters (arrive by 9:30 AM)
Jeanne Drier
TBD
Scripture Reader
Shelly Murdock
Intercessory Prayer
Carla VanAsselt

FOUR EASY METHODS OF
GIVING
1. Use your debit or credit card through our
website. Gifts may be made through our website by
clicking the “ give” tab at the top of the page. There are

some small fees associated with this service.
2. Mail a check: checks may be sent to the Church at
Sparta United Methodist Church, 54 East Division
Street, Sparta, MI 49345 (please do not mail cash)
3. Automatic Debit: this is another way that some
people of our church make their contributions. This is
an automated process that requires a signed form that
Arieal can help you set up. Call her at 989-745-3492 if
you would like to do this.
4. Automatic Bill Pay: this is an arrangement you can
make with your bank or financial institution. With this
procedure, your bank sends the church the amount
you determine at the intervals you also choose.

TIPS & TRICKS
If you don't want to miss the Churches live stream or
Facebook updates follow these instructions:
1. Log into Facebook on your computer, tablet or smart
phone device that you want to watch the live stream
on.
2. At the top of Facebook, search for Sparta United
Methodist Church or use this link:
www.facebook.com/SpartaUnitedMethodistChurch
3. Click on the “Like” button. If the page already has
“liked” under the picture then you have already liked
the page.
4. Be sure you are on the device you’d like to watch the
Sunday Service live stream on. Around 10 AM on
Sundays, watch for the notification from Facebook that
we are “live” and click on the notification (it will bring
you right to the live service).
5. If you did not get the notification by 10:05 AM on
Sundays, you can find the live stream manually by
searching for Sparta United Methodist Church on
Facebook and it will be towards the top of our page.
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