Helping each other follow Jesus' way (John 14:6)
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HEIFER INTERNATIONAL 2020
KICK-OFF
Attention all animal lovers: Come and
see live farm animals up close in our
church parking lot! Please join us

SUMC QUICK
REEL
Tune into 105.5 FM to catch
our Sunday Worship services
LIVE over the RADIO!
(every Sunday at 10 AM)

Sunday morning, October 25,
9:45 - 11:30 AM, to help kick-off the
Heifer International mission campaign.
Heifer International works in the areas

Sunday, October 25 at
1 PM is our Big Top
Takedown.
Hope to see you there!

of livestock and agriculture to help end
hunger and poverty world-wide while
caring for the Earth. Learn how you and
your family can help impoverished
families.

PICTURE DAY COMING SOON
Mark your calendars! Universal Church Directories, whom we've
used for our photo directories in the past, is making a return on
November 9, 10, and 11! They will be making calls soon to
schedule appointments for families, so be sure to answer!
Pictures will be held in the Church Building and everyone is
welcome! You do not have to purchase a picture packet to get a

Don't forget!
November 9, 10, & 11 is
Picture Day for our 2020
SUMC Pictoral Directory!

SUNDAY ATTENDANCE
IN REVIEW
9/20 - 66
9/27 - 71
10/4 - 45
10/11 - 65

*attendance marked with an
asterisk (*) is an estimate
based upon our Facebook live
views.

SUMC Photo Directory. More information will be provided soon.
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THE TENT COMES DOWN…AND THE
SANCTUARY OPENS BACK UP

2020 has been a difficult time for our church. In fact, there are no churches anywhere in
the world that have been untouched by the pandemic. And, of course, it’s not only
churches – it’s every person, everywhere.
As a church we were forced to shut down regular, in-person services last March. We had
been planning to launch our service to the internet for over a year, so when everything
shut down, we were able to immediately live stream our services each week. We were so
thankful to have a way to reach out to our congregation, but without people present, in
our sanctuary, our efforts still felt incomplete. By June we moved worship outside, to the
parking lot and we were back to seeing many of the people of our church. But it wasn’t
until August, that we pitched our tent and services were able to happen rain or shine. The
tent has created a real sense of coming together. Some have talked about joy and hope
returning to our congregation.
But now we’re facing a new transition. The cold is bringing a natural end to the use of
our tent. So, our Trustees have been working to understand how we might return to the
church building and our sanctuary in the safest possibly way. This will not mean that
indoor gatherings and worship will be perfectly safe. Nor will it be the right choice for all
people. Coming back to indoor, in-person meetings and worship will not be the right
choice for those:
• With underlying health conditions
• Above the age of 65
• With other various increased risk factors
• Who care for or live with someone with greater risk factors
With so many people already infected with COVID-19, scientists have been learning a
great deal. Understanding transmission has been vitally important. The best minds now
believe that this virus is primarily transmitted through the air as droplets, and even
through aerosolized particles, that are expelled by one person and then breathed in by
another. Six feet has been the standard distance to place between ourselves and others,
but scientists are now saying that six feet may not always be enough. It was recognized
very early that large gatherings of people in enclosed spaces, particularly where loud
speaking (yelling or singing) is happing, is a particularly effective way to transmit this
virus. That’s why bars, indoor sporting venues, and churches (singing) were identified as
some of the potentially most dangerous settings. Our church sanctuary presents us with
particularly difficult challenges in that we have no air handling capabilities. We have no
air vents (for heating or cooling) that bring in fresh air and remove potentially
contaminated air. The room is a closed space with no circulating air. That is, unless we
open windows and bring in fresh air from outside. And that is precisely what we intend to
continued on page 3
do.
A WEEKLY NEWSLETTER OF THE SPARTA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

October 14, 2020

It may sound a bit crazy to open windows in the late fall and winter, but by bringing
outside air into our sanctuary, we can add a significant amount of safety to our sanctuary.
This is the theory behind gathering and worshipping outside. Outdoor activity has been
highly encouraged because it’s vastly safer. Our plan is to heat the sanctuary prior to
worship, and as worship is ready to begin, a system of fans will begin pulling outside air
into our sanctuary through ten open sanctuary windows. Because of this we will ask
people to arrive no earlier than 9:55 AM and to wear warm clothing, coats and hats. We will
keep the service moving and ask that any socializing be brief and occur after the service in
the parking lot.
In the sanctuary, people will be socially distanced and seated by ushers in family
groups. We’ll be a bit more diligent in our practicing to sing genially over the next few
weeks as we prepare to re-enter the sanctuary on November 1. This means kind of like
humming, or even listening and praying over the words as persons up front are singing
with microphones. We will, of course, also be wearing masks as a way of taking care of one
another. What we must remember is that all of these measures, working together, will still
be imperfect.
We will continue live streaming our service, which is a great option for those who need
to stay away from gatherings, are traveling, or live out of the area. Another option
available to local people is that our short-range FM-105.5 broadcast. This is not a regular
radio transmission, so to listen in this way, you will need to park in our parking lot on
Sunday morning and listen to our service from there.
Our leaders are working hard on everyone’s behalf to do what is safe, effective and will
provide us with some sense of what it means to “be the church” in the midst of the difficult
times. We want our church and our community to be as COVID-19 free as possible, and yet
still be carrying forward our mission to the people of Sparta. Together, we will weather
this pandemic storm. Like everyone else, we are uncertain how Coronavirus infections will
go in the county or in the state (although they are heading up right now). Our plans may
require modifying if things get worse and the Health Department guides us to do so. But
whatever the future holds we will continue forward as we provide creative and innovative
solutions to huge challenges. THANK YOU, for your support.

PRAYER REQUESTS & PEOPLE NEWS

Please say a special prayer for all of our elderly friends and all of our
friends in nursing care. It has truly been a hard time for them without
seeing or hugging loved ones during this pandemic.
Please continue to pray for LTJG Nicholas R. Spaleny, US Navy, who is
stationed in Bahrain. He is serving on the Navel base there as a Public
Affairs Officer for one year. Please pray for his safety. Thanks, De Knappen
A WEEKLY NEWSLETTER OF THE SPARTA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

October 14, 2020

TRUNK R TREAT
OCT 31

This Halloween, Sparta UMC is partnering
with the Sparta Baptist Church in their annual
Trunk R Treat event! This will be an outdoor, kid
friendly activity that will take place in our
shared parking lot on October 31 from 5 PM to 8
PM. There will be fun decorated trunks and lots
of candy! Those of you who wish to participate
in the trunk decorating will need to sign up in
advanced and also arrive in the parking lot at 4
PM for the event to begin at 5 PM. Those of you
who'd like to participate in other ways can
donate supplemental candy to SBC. Please drop
of candy donations to the SBC Office or bring it
with you to our Sunday worship services. To
participate in the trunk decorating please email
Amanda (SBC Admin) at info@spartabaptist.org
(though email is preferred, you may also call
with your information at 616-887-8813). Please
be sure to leave your name and contact
information so that Pastor Ben may contact you
closer to the event with additional instructions.
SBC Office hours for candy donations:
Monday/Wednesday/Friday 9 AM to 2 PM
Tuesday/Thursday 9 AM to 1 PM

BIG TOP
TAKEDOWN

We are in need of helpers to take down
our big top on Sunday, October 25, at 1
PM. This will be a weather pending event
and only will be held if it is not raining
and if there aren't high winds. Everyone
is welcome to help and we hope to see
you there!

UPPER ROOM
DEVOTIONAL BOOKS
NOW AVAILABLE
The new November-December Upper
Room Devotional Books have arrived! You
may pick up a copy in the clear plastic box
located outside of the back of the Church,
by the double glass doors (the doors by
the elevator). In that box you will find
older copies of the Upper Room as well as
the newest editions. Please feel free to
grab an older copy to take home too. If
you’d like or need a copy mailed to you,
please contact Ari at 989-745-3492 and
ask for a copy to be mailed to you. You
can also download the Upper Room App
on your smart phone or tablet. The cost is
$13.99 per year. This is a very convenient
option for those of you who prefer to have
your devotional at your finger tips!
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FOUR EASY METHODS OF
SUNDAY WORSHIP
SERVICE VOLUNTEERS
October 18:
Set-up Crew (Arrive by 8:30 AM)
TBD
TBD

Text/call Ari at 989-745-3492 to
get your name here!

Greeters (arrive by 9:30 AM)
Jeanne Drier
Sue Eadie
Scripture Reader
Rachel Shangle
Intercessory Prayer
Cindy Young
October 25:
Set-up Crew (Arrive by 8:30 AM)
TBD
Text/call Ari at 989-745-3492 to
get your name here!
TBD
Greeters (arrive by 9:30 AM)
Jeanne Drier
Mary Scott
Scripture Reader
Shelly Murdock
Intercessory Prayer
Carla VanAsselt
November 1:
Set-up Crew (Arrive by 8:30 AM)
TBD
Text/call Ari at 989-745-3492 to
get your name here!
TBD
Greeters (arrive by 9:30 AM)
TBD
TBD
Scripture Reader
Brandon Ingersoll
Intercessory Prayer
Paul Schulz

GIVING
1. Use your debit or credit card through our
website. Gifts may be made through our website by
clicking the “give” tab at the top of the page. There are
some small fees associated with this service.
2. Mail a check: checks may be sent to the Church at
Sparta United Methodist Church, 54 East Division
Street, Sparta, MI 49345 (please do not mail cash)
3. Automatic Debit: this is another way that some
people of our church make their contributions. This is
an automated process that requires a signed form that
Arieal can help you set up. Call her at 989-745-3492 if
you would like to do this.
4. Automatic Bill Pay: this is an arrangement you can
make with your bank or financial institution. With this
procedure, your bank sends the church the amount
you determine at the intervals you also choose.

TIPS & TRICKS
If you don't want to miss the Churches live stream or
Facebook updates follow these instructions:
1. Log into Facebook on your computer, tablet or smart
phone device that you want to watch the live stream
on.
2. At the top of Facebook, search for Sparta United
Methodist Church or use this link:
www.facebook.com/SpartaUnitedMethodistChurch
3. Click on the “Like” button. If the page already has
“liked” under the picture then you have already liked
the page.
4. Be sure you are on the device you’d like to watch the
Sunday Service live stream on. Around 10 AM on
Sundays, watch for the notification from Facebook that
we are “live” and click on the notification (it will bring
you right to the live service).
5. If you did not get the notification by 10:05 AM on
Sundays, you can find the live stream manually by
searching for Sparta United Methodist Church on
Facebook and it will be towards the top of our page.
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