Helping each other follow Jesus' way (John 14:6)
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ANNUAL CHARGE CONFERENCE
TAKES PLACE NEXT WEEK
Please join us next Wednesday, September 9, at 7:15 PM for
our yearly Charge Conference. This year we have two ways

SUMC QUICK
REEL
Our Multipurpose Outdoor
Worship Tent Fundraiser total
now stands at $21,262 which
includes the match from our
Administrative Council.

you can participate. The first option we have is in-person
under the Multipurpose Outdoor Worship Tent. Face coverings
will be required and social distancing will be practiced. We are
also asking those of you who wish to join us in-person, to
please arrive 10-15 minutes early. The second option is to join

Stay tuned for a list of
September birthdays! They will
be published in next week's
NewsFlash.

virtually. For virtual joining information, please email Ari
directly at spartaumc@spartaumc.com. We hope to see you
there!

North Kent Connect is offering
women's gently-used summer
shirts for just $1, until Saturday,

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

September 5.

We are in need of Greeters and Set Up Crew volunteers for
September 13 and 20 Sunday services. Set up crew members
are asked to arrive by 8:30 AM and greeters are asked to arrive
by 9:30 AM. If you are able to volunteer for some of these
opportunities, please sign yourself up this Sunday when the
clipboards make their rounds (typically during
announcements as the service opens). You may also email Ari
at spartaumc@spartaumc.com. Thank you!
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SUNDAY ATTENDANCE
IN REVIEW
8/9 - 45
8/16 - 65
8/23 - 65
8/30 - 63

*attendance marked with an
asterisk (*) is an estimate
based upon our Facebook live
views.
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NORTH KENT CONNECT
COMMUNITY FARM STAND OPENS
North Kent Connect's Farm Stand is filled with locally-sourced fruits
and vegetables, dairy, and grocery items from more than 20 local
farms throughout Kent County. It is open to everyone in the
community, and they offer pricing options for those who can afford
high-quality, locally sourced food, and for neighbors who often find
these items out of reach. Everyone who shops at the Farm Stand is
furthering NKC's efforts to build community, local economy, and
access to local food. If your refrigerator is full, please consider
purchasing a $5 Veggie Voucher. You can donate the voucher
directly to NKC, or gift it to someone in need. Cash, credit, and MI
Bridge Cards are accepted. If you purchase $10 in product at NKC's
Farm Stand, you may receive a FREE tote bag (while supplies last)!
Thrift Store/Farm Stand Hours:
Monday through Saturday, 9 am – 5 pm
Shopping Guidelines & Safety precautions:
Face masks are required in the store
Your cart will be sanitized before you shop
Housewares will be cleaned throughout the day
Staff will help shoppers from a safe distance
There is a plexiglass shield at the checkout

CHURCH CALENDAR NOW ONLINE
Want to know what’s going under the new Big Top? You now have
ONLINE access to the Church Buildings & Multipurpose Outdoor
Worship Tent Calendar! This calendar can be found on our Sparta
UMC website (www.spartaumc.com). At the top of the page, there is a
clickable tab labeled, “SUMC Building Calendar”. That tab will take
you to the building and tent calendar. There, you will notice there’s
an option to submit a building use request as well. That link can be
used to reserve the Big Top also. If you click that link, it will take you
to another website to submit a form. Since the Church Building and
Office still remain closed to the public at this time, all building
requests will have to get final approval from the Ad Council to be
allowed to gather indoors. All requests for the Multipurpose Outdoor
Worship Tent will be a first come, first served approach. Please
submit a building request form to submit a request for the outdoor
worship tent space. For questions, please email Ari at
spartaumc@spartaumc.com

LISTEN TO THE
UPPER ROOM
DEVOTIONAL ON
THE PHONE
Have you needed something
more during the few months of
COVID? You can now listen
to The Upper Room devotional
on the phone! During this time
of pandemic, the call-in
meditation is available at no
charge. There are two numbers
available to call. If you do not
pay for long distance (most cell
phone plans include long
distance) you can
call 1.615.212.2013. If
you do pay for long distance
calls, please
call 1.877.600.7218
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POWER OF PRAYER
Would you like to be on the Intercessory
Prayer rotation? Intercessory Prayer takes
place during the worship services, usually in
the Church Office but can be done in the peace
of your Home during this unique pandemic.
There is much to be said about the power of
two or three gathered in His name; therefore,
you are welcome to ask someone to join you if
you wish. Prayer focus is on behalf of the
Pastor. Guidelines are provided that cover
difficulties Pastors face today, such as
loneliness, stress, feelings of inadequacy,
depression, and spiritual struggles and doubt.
Therefore, we are in need of a few Intercessory
Prayer readers for the following dates:
* 9/27
* 10/4
* 11/22
* 11/29
Indicate your willingness to be on the rotation
for morning worship by contacting the Church
Office at spartaumc@spartaumc.com. Thank
you!

PRAYER REQUESTS &
PEOPLE NEWS
Please continue to pray for LTJG Nicholas R.
Spaleny, US Navy, who is stationed in Bahrain.
He is serving on the Navel base there as a Public
Affairs Officer for one year. Please pray for his
safety. Thanks, De Knappen

MARY MARTHA CIRCLE SET
TO MEET NEXT WEEK
The Mary Martha Circle will meet on September
9, from 1-4 PM under the Multipurpose Outdoor
Worship Tent. Please remember to wear your
face masks, if possible.

MISSIONS OPPORTUNITY
We are looking for a Heifer International SUMC Coordinator!
Please consider volunteering to help plan and execute the
2020 Heifer International Campaign.
Contact Mindy Tilli for details at mtilli@charter.net or
call/text 616-644-2373.
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UPDATE FROM OUR MISSIONARIES
“It is Simply A Chance to Die” These were the words that Amy Carmichael gave in answer to someone who asked her
what it meant to be a missionary. Die to what? I have especially been thinking about that question this past week.
After a couple of months of fairly strict isolating, and very low hospital patient numbers, our lives started to resume a
more “normal” routine. Patients started to come back in large numbers. (Not COVID patients, but many other
illnesses and injuries). Maternity ward has been overflowing. The shops in the bazaar and even the restaurants
started opening again to give us a feeling that life was going to get better. Even though we were not able to make our
scheduled trip to the U.S., we had made other plans and enjoyed celebrating our anniversary and my birthday here in
other ways. Then - for me - last week happened.
Wednesday morning, I was heading to the administrative section prayer meeting at 9. I was actually early, and
walking slowly, as it was raining, and the paths and rocks get very slippery here. I came to the steps which I had
slipped down 3 – 4 weeks previously, and started down slowly. In spite of my care, my feet went out from under me
again (No handrail is there). This time, I realized as soon as I stopped moving that my right leg was broken. The foot
was at an odd angle. Fortunately, a hospital housekeeping staff saw me and came right over. He phoned for a
stretcher. Another friend saw me and came, and I managed to get Les on the phone and he came, as well. The
stretcher was a wooden board with no straps. There were holes along the edges so after moving painfully onto the
board, I held on for dear life as I was carried down another set of steps going around 2 corners and through a gate
and down more steps before reaching a trolley (with wheels). I was wheeled into the Emergency room and very
quickly all 4 of the senior orthopedic surgeons showed up to see me. We felt very blessed to be here where our
orthopedics dept is first rate. They had to pull on my leg to get the bones lined up and put on a back-slab (splint) to
hold things in place for x-rays. These showed (for the medical among you) a spiral fracture of the distal 1/3 of the tibia
as well as a fractured lateral malleolus of the fibula along with a proximal fibula fracture. In other words, I broke my
tibia badly, and also managed to break the fibula at the top and bottom. I was admitted into the hospital and on
Friday I had surgery in which a rod (nail) was put into my tibia with screws to hold it, and a plate was put onto the
lower part of the fibula to help keep the ankle area stable. After several more days in the hospital, I noticed another
difficulty that had befallen the hospital. The old wall between the hospital and the road had collapsed! Perhaps it had
been weakened in the earthquake, or perhaps it was just old and the original mud and stones at the bottom just
couldn’t bear the load anymore.
So – I have up to 12 weeks of no weight bearing returned to our house. This was another interesting journey – I
was pushed in a wheelchair by 3 men up the road (think
broken up pavement with holes and a steep angle up) to
the top hospital gate. From there, I very carefully
maneuvered with my crutches – with Les on one side and
Ganesh on the other to make sure I didn’t fall on the rocky
and uneven path. On the way up the hill, we allowed on my
leg – which means most of that time will be spent in my
house! This was not a part of my plan!! So many people
came to visit and brought us food and showed great love
and support. And thanks to many of you who learned
about the accident and emailed or sent support on
messages.
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4...
One other incident really topped off this week for us. The day after we got home, we saw that lots of black
dirt was falling from the A/C unit that had been installed in our wall previously. When Les opened it, literally
thousands of black ants with their eggs started falling out. It was dreadful – Les was trying to vacuum them up,
Ganesh was spraying insect repellent in the machine, and our househelper was sweeping the piles up on the
floor… The biblical warning to not store up treasures on earth means so much more here in Nepal where the battle
against insects is very real!!
Meanwhile, the number of COVID patients and deaths has been rising here in Nepal, and the government has
once again postponed all flights and locked down things more tightly. People are hurting – many are starving as they
cannot work and therefore cannot buy food. Kids are out of school – and without the ability to access online classes.
People have lost homes and land from the torrential rains. And people needing medical care for other illnesses are
often denied access to local hospitals until they show up with a negative test for COVID.
We are thankful to be here where Les can continue to serve many ill people. He has written the story of M. – a
young girl who came to our hospital and was able to receive life giving treatment. 14-year-old M was awakened at 2
am in total darkness in her bed by a sharp pain on her second toe.
She called out to her parents, who came with a light from the next
room. They could see a small bloody wound, but nothing else. But
knowing that the poisonous Krait snake sometimes comes into
houses in their area and bites people, they were worried enough to
immediately hire an ambulance to drive them 2 hours to the mission
hospital. (Ambulances in Nepal are just cars with a driver, a bed,
and sometimes oxygen, but no health workers.) By the time they
arrived at 6 am, it was apparent that this unseen snake had injected
its venom; M was very weak and not breathing very well. When she
did not improve with simple oxygen, the on-call team quickly
started artificial ventilation manually with a bag and mask. Her
color and heart rate immediately improved, but she was still almost
totally paralyzed. She could no longer lift her head or even open her eyes, let alone breathe. The only sign that she
was not unconscious was that she could slightly move her toes on command. If she had been even 10 minutes later in
arriving at the hospital, she would have been dead. It was clear that in addition to the antivenom, she would need
mechanical ventilation to keep her alive. Although our anesthesiologist was away from the project and having
trouble returning because of the lock-down, there was one other doctor who had had some ICU experience, and
several of the other senior GP doctors had taken a short course on managing the ventilator. Les and the ICU
experienced doctor were able to keep M alive on the ventilator for 4 days, until the antivenom had worked enough for
her to be able to breath on her own. She did get pneumonia while on the ventilator and had to stay several more
days. But in the end, she was able to be discharged alive and well to her parents.
Thinking of the quote above – I think that living the Christian life wherever we are each day is a chance to die. To
die to ourselves and to learn how to better love and serve others around us. To die to fears and to be willing to step
out in faith. I still have a long way to go in this way of living…. And dying! Thanks so much for your ongoing support
and prayers for United Mission Hospital Tansen. Les & Debbie
We know that everyone is struggling these days – and we have so appreciated those who have given above and
beyond to support us and God’s work in Tansen. Thank you! Please – no pressure to give. Most important are your
prayers!
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Sunday Worship Service

FOUR EASY METHODS OF

Volunteers

GIVING

September 6:
Set-up Crew (arrive by 8:30 AM)
Denny Knappen
Marge Blaauw
Greeters (arrive by 9:30 AM)
Bonnie Wilkinson
JoEllen Pinckney
Scripture Reader
Brenda McCracken
Intercessory Prayer
Paul Schulz
September 13:
Set-up Crew (arrive by 8:30 AM)
TBD
TBD
Greeters (arrive by 9:30 AM)
TBD
TBD
Scripture Reader
Tena Stuhan
Intercessory Prayer
Bonnie Wilkinson
September 20:
Set-up Crew (arrive by 8:30 AM)
TBD
TBD
Greeters (arrive by 9:30 AM)
TBD
TBD
Scripture Reader
Julie Levandoski
Intercessory Prayer
Barb Taylor

1. Use your debit or credit card through our
website. Gifts may be made through our website by
clicking the “give” tab at the top of the page. There are
some small fees associated with this service.
2. Mail a check: checks may be sent to the Church at
Sparta United Methodist Church, 54 East Division
Street, Sparta, MI 49345 (please do not mail cash)
3. Automatic Debit: this is another way that some
people of our church make their contributions. This is
an automated process that requires a signed form that
Arieal can help you set up. Call her at 989-745-3492 if
you would like to do this.
4. Automatic Bill Pay: this is an arrangement you can
make with your bank or financial institution. With this
procedure, your bank sends the church the amount
you determine at the intervals you also choose.

TIPS & TRICKS
If you don't want to miss the Churches live stream or
Facebook updates follow these instructions:
1. Log into Facebook on your computer, tablet or smart
phone device that you want to watch the live stream
on.
2. At the top of Facebook, search for Sparta United
Methodist Church or use this link:
www.facebook.com/SpartaUnitedMethodistChurch
3. Click on the “Like” button. If the page already has
“liked” under the picture then you have already liked
the page.
4. Be sure you are on the device you’d like to watch the
Sunday Service live stream on. Around 10 AM on
Sundays, watch for the notification from Facebook that
we are “live” and click on the notification (it will bring
you right to the live service).
5. If you did not get the notification by 10:05 AM on
Sundays, you can find the live stream manually by
searching for Sparta United Methodist Church on
Facebook and it will be towards the top of our page.
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