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2020 BLOOD DRIVE ATTENDANCE
IN REVIEW
Blood Donor totals for the first five drives in 2020 were as follows:
1/09/2020 – 22
3/12/2020 – 16
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5/14/2020 – 34
7/09/2020 – 28
9/10/2020 – 26
The above totals do not include potential donors who tried to

We are currently
looking for Hand2Hand
delivery team volunteers.
See page 2 for more detail.

donate but were deferred as a result of low iron or other factors.
November 12 is the last date Versiti is scheduled to come to SUMC
this year. Be sure to mark your calendars and spread the word!
Updates from our Nepal

NEWSFLASH ADAPTS
TO NEW RHYTHM
As the rhythm of our Church fluctuates, please keep in mind that
the publication of our weekly NewsFlash may change. Typically, the
flash is published on Wednesday afternoons. However, Ari (our
Admin Assistant) often delays that so she can include more articles
that need a bit more time to develop. As always, thank you for your
continued support and understanding as our Church continues to
grow and evolve.
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Missionaries on
pages 3 & 4.

SUNDAY ATTENDANCE
IN REVIEW
8/23 - 65
8/30 - 63
9/6 - 52
9/13 - 71

*attendance marked with an
asterisk (*) is an estimate
based upon our Facebook live
views.
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HAND2HAND VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED
We are currently looking for Sparta
UMC delivery team volunteers! This important
team will deliver Hand2Hand food to both
Appleview Elementary and WECC, and pray for the
kids throughout the school year. Due to the current
COVID-19 restrictions, volunteers are not currently
allowed to enter the school buildings. To
accommodate this, our delivery team will now
deliver on Wednesdays (rather than Thursdays).
We can deliver anytime between 8am-4pm when
the school office is open, so the time is very
flexible! The team of 2 to 4 people will meet at
Sparta UMC to load up the totes of food into
vehicle(s), then drive over to drop off the food in
the main office at Appleview and WECC, then bring
back the empty totes from the previous week to
the church. Staff members at the schools will then
distribute the food to the Hand2Hand students
on Thursday/Friday. The first Hand2Hand delivery
for our church is planned for Wednesday, October
14th. If you're available most Wednesdays, can do
heavy lifting, and are interested in being part of the
delivery team, please contact Brenda McCracken
(call/text: 616-745-9789,
email: brendaschulz@gmail.com) for more details.

GRIEFSHARE UPDATE
The GriefShare support group will be returning to
SUMC! Beginning Tuesday, September 15, and
every Tuesday thereafter and concluding
December 8, 2020 from 6 PM to 7:30 PM in Wesley
Hall. This support group is for anyone (ages 13 to
adult) who has lost a loved one to an accident,
illness, suicide, or cancer. It is a 13 week course
consisting of a 40-minute video on different grief
topics/situations (at each session). After the video,
there is usually a 30 to 60 minute discussion and
period of sharing whatever is on the hearts of
those attending. A participant can come to all or
any of these meetings. Mary Ellen Kimble and Julie
Levandoski are the facilitators of this support
group. It is an informal gathering offering caring
friendships. They have lost loved ones, attended a
GriefShare program in the past, and found
GriefShare very helpful. They want to offer the
hope and healing that they received to those in the
Sparta area. Meetings will begin at 6:00 PM and
end at approximately 7:30 PM and are held in
Wesley Hall. If you have any questions, please
contact with Mary Ellen (616-308-1348) or Julie
(616-446-5717). Thank you!

PRAYER REQUESTS &
PEOPLE NEWS
Please continue to pray for LTJG Nicholas R. Spaleny, US Navy,
who is stationed in Bahrain. He is serving on the Navel base
there as a Public Affairs Officer for one year. Please pray for his
safety. Thanks, De Knappen
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QUARANTINED
AN UPDATE FROM OUR MISSIONARIES
IN NEPAL
I (Les) saw her on Tuesday morning rounds.
She had been admitted on Monday by the surgical
doctors with a breast abscess (collection of pus in the
breast tissue). But the surgical ward was full of
patients, and since the medical ward still had empty
beds that day, she was put in the medical ward. She
was started on antibiotics, and the pus was drained on
Tuesday morning by the surgeons. After she returned
from the procedure, the medical ward nurses asked me
to write the order for her to be moved to the surgical
ward, since there were now empty beds there. But I
noticed the surgeon had written that during the
procedure her oxygen level had been unexpectedly
low, and she was now on oxygen. I went to examine
her, to see what was happening.
She was in a regular bed, in a ward with other
medical patients. Everyone was wearing masks, which
is now our routine, both for staff and patients. She said
she had no breathing difficulty or coughing, but I could
see she was breathing fast, and her lungs had
crepitations, a crackling sound caused by infections
such as pneumonia. I added an antibiotic to treat
pneumonia and asked for a chest X ray. I also asked
that she be kept on oxygen in the medical ward, rather
than moved to the surgical ward. When the X ray came
back, she indeed did have signs of an infection in her
lungs. By evening she was breathing a little harder, so
she was moved to the room for critical patients.
Wednesday morning on rounds she was about
the same. When the team discussed the case, we
considered the possibility that this could be COVID-19.
There were now increased numbers of cases in parts of
Nepal, including transmissions within those
communities. Although we had not seen many cases
yet, we were expecting more to come. We asked for her
to be tested for COVID-19, which we are still unable to
do on site, but must send the sample to the regional
government testing center. While the test result was
awaited, it was decided to send her on to the
government COVID-19 hospital in Butwal, over an hour
away, which was done on Thursday morning.

Her result came back Thursday evening as positive. It
was decided that all staff who had contacted her directly
would be put in isolation until tested for COVID-19, but all
would have to wait until 5 days post exposure. 18 of our
doctors, including me, were identified as having had
contact with her, as well as quite a few nurses and other
staff. On Friday, the remaining doctors mostly spent the day
discharging anyone from the hospital who could be, and
seeing emergency patients who came.
In my second day of isolation, which feels a bit like
solitary confinement, I have had some time to think things
over. We are quite a pair here in our house: one of us not
allowed to leave the house (me), and the other unable to do
so (Debbie), due to her broken leg. We sent Sarda, our
household helper, home, so that we wouldn’t be exposing
her and putting her whole family at risk. We are also trying
to keep safe distancing between the 2 of us, wearing masks
even in the house and washing hands a lot. We are trying to
stay thankful and to keep trusting God, by doing spiritually
uplifting reading and watching some shows (thankful for
internet!!), praying, and keeping in touch with family and
friends. What is God’s plan for us during this time when we
feel like we have absolutely nothing to contribute? I hope to
use some of the time to think of our hospital procedures
again, to avoid this kind of shut down, and to prepare
presentations I need to give in the future. Perhaps we just
needed to stop doing our "busy work" and to "be still". And
- I am now the chief carer for Debbie - she says I'm getting
good at making chiya and getting her the things she needs!
Debbie is still not able to bear weight on her leg and
uses crutches just to get around in the house. Most of the
day she has to keep her leg elevated, and she continues to
do her physio exercises. In 2 more weeks she will get
another x-ray to see how the healing is progressing. Thank
you to so many of you who have emailed and been praying
for her. And now - thanks for your prayers for us! I should
get a swab test done on Monday, and we are praying for
negative results.
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TESTED!
A CONTINUED UPDATE FROM OUR
MISSIONARIES IN NEPAL
After almost 3 days in isolation, the staff
who had been in contact with the COVID
positive patient (5 days previously) were called
to the tennis court on the hospital compound to
get their swab tests. The process took about 2
hours to get everyone done. In between each
test, the area was disinfected.
As the time went on, and more were tested,
eventually the guys in their hot, plastic PPE had
to walk away, and take off their head gear to
cool off a bit! Then they suited up again and
returned for more tests. Les was one of the final
ones done.
We were so thankful to get the results in 24
hours and to learn that Les and all the others
tested that day were negative! I don't think an
hour passed before Les was dressed and back
at work at the hospital. Hmmm - maybe he
wasn't enjoying all that time alone with me? :)
Unfortunately, in other testing, it was found
that 4 staff had turned positive. They are not
sick but are currently quarantining. The medical
ward was emptied of patients and has been
completely cleaned and disinfected. Tomorrow
outpatient clinics will resume again. Although,
patients never stopped coming, and our
maternity ward is filled and overflowing into the
surgical area!
Thanks for your continued prayers for the
hospital. We are so thankful that in spite of
difficulties, the Mission hospital can continue to
serve the people of Nepal.
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FOUR EASY METHODS OF
SUNDAY WORSHIP
SERVICE VOLUNTEERS
September 20:
Set-up Crew (arrive by 8:30 AM)
Kurt Burmeister
Denny Knappen
Ron Drier
Greeters (arrive by 9:30 AM)
Tudy Middleton
Mike & Mary Eggleston
Scripture Reader
Julie Levandoski
Intercessory Prayer
Barb Taylor
September 27:
Set-up Crew (arrive by 8:30 AM)
TBD
TBD
Greeters (arrive by 9:30 AM)
Marge Blaauw
TBD
Scripture Reader
JoEllen Pinckney
Intercessory Prayer
TBD
October 4:
Set-up Crew (Arrive by 8:30 AM)
TBD
Greeters (arrive by 9:30 AM)
TBD
TBD
Scripture Reader
Tena Stuhan
Intercessory Prayer
TBD

GIVING
1. Use your debit or credit card through our
website. Gifts may be made through our website by
clicking the “give” tab at the top of the page. There are
some small fees associated with this service.
2. Mail a check: checks may be sent to the Church at
Sparta United Methodist Church, 54 East Division
Street, Sparta, MI 49345 (please do not mail cash)
3. Automatic Debit: this is another way that some
people of our church make their contributions. This is
an automated process that requires a signed form that
Arieal can help you set up. Call her at 989-745-3492 if
you would like to do this.
4. Automatic Bill Pay: this is an arrangement you can
make with your bank or financial institution. With this
procedure, your bank sends the church the amount
you determine at the intervals you also choose.

TIPS & TRICKS
If you don't want to miss the Churches live stream or
Facebook updates follow these instructions:
1. Log into Facebook on your computer, tablet or smart
phone device that you want to watch the live stream
on.
2. At the top of Facebook, search for Sparta United
Methodist Church or use this link:
www.facebook.com/SpartaUnitedMethodistChurch
3. Click on the “Like” button. If the page already has
“liked” under the picture then you have already liked
the page.
4. Be sure you are on the device you’d like to watch the
Sunday Service live stream on. Around 10 AM on
Sundays, watch for the notification from Facebook that
we are “live” and click on the notification (it will bring
you right to the live service).
5. If you did not get the notification by 10:05 AM on
Sundays, you can find the live stream manually by
searching for Sparta United Methodist Church on
Facebook and it will be towards the top of our page.
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