Helping each other follow Jesus' way (John 14:6)
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FIRST TENT WORSHIP,
AUGUST 16!
An extraordinary response to our

some gifts continue arriving.

call for funding for a multi-purpose

These last gifts are helpful, in

tent for our church is leading to our

that they are allowing us to

first tent worship service in a little

purchase the equipment needed

over a week. So, just like it’s been

for internal lighting, proper

all summer, come on the 16th with

transportation and storage of our

your own lawn chairs – but this time

new tent.

come rain or shine!

first outdoor worship service,

structure of fabric,

when Pastor Phil first suggested

stakes will begin to
take shape following
this Sunday’s
service.

Our Multipurpose Outdoor
Worship Tent Fundraiser total
now stands at $17,771 which
includes the match from our
Administrative Council.

August Birthday's COMING
SOON! Next week's edition of the
NewsFlash will include August
birthdays. Stay tuned!

It was June 14th , at our very

This beautiful new
polls, ropes, and

SUMC QUICK
REEL

this unique approach to creating
a safer worshiping and meeting
space. But, little did we know
that Michigan would still be
limiting indoor gatherings to no
more than 10 persons through at

It will stand over 30 feet tall and

least August. Our tent is arriving

create a usable internal space of

at just the right time! Several of

40 feet by 60 feet. So many

our weekday support groups like

people have pulled together to

AA and TOPS will soon be

make this happen, and yet,

regrouping under our Big-Top.
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Still collecting Family
Fare receipts? SUMC is still
participating in that program
and we are asking that you
continue to bring your receipts
to Sunday service each week.
Thank you!

SUNDAY ATTENDANCE IN
REVIEW
7/12 - 50
7/19 - 36*
7/26 - 59
8/2 - 49*

*attendance marked with an
asterisk (*) is an estimate
provided by a member of the
congregation. More details to
come later this month.
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CHILDREN & YOUTH
PROGRAMMING TEAM
FOR FALL 2020
(maybe not Sunday School
as we know it)
We’re so glad we can provide a safer
environment for worship, meetings and other
gatherings. Our goal is to keep the people of
Sparta healthy. When the pandemic is past we
want our community to be one of the places that
has been much less impacted by the ravages of
COVID-19.

COVID-19 has changed the way we worship

And perhaps Sparta United Methodists
will be remembered, one day, as people of
action in the face of national, and even
global tragedy.

"resilient" children & youth programming that

Maybe some people will even want to be a part
of a group who took their treasure and put it on
the line to add a measure of safety to the most
venerable among them. It sounds like of like
something Jesus would call his disciples to do.
Our church may not get always get everything
right as we attempt to follow Jesus. However,
may this be an example of when we have truly
listened, and having listened, faithfully followed.
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Phil

AD COUNCIL RECAP
The Administration Council met virtually Monday
evening at 7 PM. Topics of discussion included:
The Multipurpose Outdoor Worship Tent was
purchased Friday, July 31.
The Church Charge Conference will start at 6:30 PM
on September 9, 2020. Committee members asked
to join leaders later on at 7:15 PM.

and it may change the way we engage with the
children & youth of our church for the
foreseeable future. We're looking for a handful
of people (parents and others with a heart for
children) who can help us plan and carry-out
can continue whether we're able to work with
them in-person on Sunday mornings or if we
need to connect with them "virtually" using
social media, online videos, or other methods.
If you're a parent or have a heart for children,
we could use your help (and if you're
tech-savvy even better!). Please consider
being a part of the Children's & Youth
Programming Team! For more information,
please contact either Kurt Burmeister (SPRC
Committee Chairperson) at 616-291-6524 or
Pastor Phil. Thank you!

AA met Monday evening in the Church Building
Dining Room for their first gathering since midMarch. They are eager to move their meetings to
the tent asap!
Ari will be reaching out to other circles that were
using our facilities as a place to gather soon to set
up a schedule for the Multipurpose Outdoor
Worship Tent; including: TOPS, GriefShare,
Girltalk, and Bible Study group leaders.

A WEEKLY NEWSLETTER OF THE SPARTA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

August 5, 2020

SURPRISE PARTY...SHH!

Please keep August 30 open on your

calendars! We are throwing a SECRET sweet
16 party for Elizabeth (Hartman). This will be
held at Dave Nelson's house on 3560 13 Mile
Ave., and will start at 2 PM. We are asking that
you please keep this quiet! It's a SURPRISE!
Hope to see you there.

PRAYER REQUESTS &
PEOPLE NEWS
Please pray for those effected by the explosions
in Beirut, Lebanon.
Please continue to pray for LTJG Nicholas R.
Spaleny, US Navy, who is stationed in Bahrain.
He is serving on the Navel base there as a Public
Affairs Officer for one year. Please pray for his
safety. Thanks, De Knappen

Thank you, Alan & Mary

69 YEARS OF
MARRIAGE,
JOHN AND
DORIS SNYDER
CELEBRATE
ANNIVERSARY!

SPECIAL CHILDREN'S
BULLETIN

There is now a special children’s bulletin
that will be printed out and available at
our Outdoor Sunday Worships! These
bulletins will be geared towards our
younger attenders (ages 3-12) and are
included in the song sheets that are
printed out for Sunday services. We will
not be providing writing utensils (due to
safety concerns), so we are asking that
you please bring a pen or pencil for your
younger one to use. Thank you!

August 4, 1951 John and Doris tied the knot. After
69 years of marriage and 74 years of friendship,
John still can't stop boasting about his love for
Doris. In their younger years they enjoyed dancing
the night away. These days, you can find them at
home enjoying each other's company. Happy
Anniversary from your friends at SUMC!
If you'd like to send them a card, please use the
address below:
11081 Long Lake Dr NW
Sparta, MI 49345
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FOUR EASY METHODS OF GIVING
1. Using your debit or credit card through our
website. Gifts may be made through our website by
pressing the menu box at the top and pressing “give” in
the drop down menu. There are some small fees
associated with this service.
2. Mail a check: Checks may be sent to the Church at
Sparta United Methodist Church, 54 East Division
Street, Sparta, MI 49345
3. Automatic Debit: This is another way that some
people of our church make their contributions. This is
an automated process that requires a signed form that

POWER OF PRAYER

Arieal can help you set up. Call her at 989-745-3492 if
you would like to do this.

Would you like to be on the Intercessory

4. Automatic Bill Pay: This is an arrangement you can

Prayer rotation? Intercessory Prayer takes

make with your bank or financial institution. With this

place during the worship services, usually in

procedure, your bank sends the church the amount you
determine at the intervals you also choose.

the Church Office but can be done in the peace
of your Home during this unique pandemic.
There is much to be said about the power of
two or three gathered in His name; therefore,
you are welcome to ask someone to join you if
you wish. Prayer focus is on behalf of the
Pastor. Guidelines are provided that cover
difficulties Pastors face today, such as
loneliness, stress, feelings of inadequacy,
depression, and spiritual struggles and doubt.
Therefore, we are in need of a few Intercessory
Prayer readers for the following dates:
* 8/9
* 9/27
* 10/4
* 11/22
* 11/29
Indicate your willingness to be on the rotation
for morning worship by contacting the Church
Office at spartaumc@spartaumc.com.
Thank you!

TIPS & TRICKS
If you don't want to miss the Churches live stream or
Facebook updates follow these instructions:
1. Log into Facebook on your computer, tablet or smart
phone device that you want to watch the live stream
on.
2. At the top of Facebook, search for Sparta United
Methodist Church or use this link:
www.facebook.com/SpartaUnitedMethodistChurch
3. Click on the “Like” button. If the page already has
“liked” under the picture then you have already liked
the page.
4. Be sure you are on the device you’d like to watch the
Sunday Service live stream on. Around 10 AM on
Sundays, watch for the notification from Facebook that
we are “live” and click on the notification (it will bring
you right to the live service).
5. If you did not get the notification by 10:05 AM on
Sundays, you can find the live stream manually by
searching for Sparta United Methodist Church on
Facebook and it will be towards the top of our page.

SUNDAY WEATHER
Please keep in mind that if it is likely to rain on a
Sunday, there will be no in-person worship.
Announcements for cancellations only, will be made
through our NewsFlash emailing list and on our
Facebook and Website pages on Sunday mornings by
9 AM.
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