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THERE’S NOTHING NEW ABOUT
TAKING SHELTER IN A TENT

“For in the day of trouble [The Lord] will keep me
safe in his dwelling; he will hide me in the shelter of
his sacred tent and set me high upon a rock.”
– Psalm 27:5
As Christians our story arises out of an amazing
history of
tent-dwelling people.
There are over 250
references to tents in
the Bible, so we
should feel right at
home as we plan to
gather for future
worship services and
meetings under a
canvas roof. Of course, our goal is to create a setting
where fresh air moves through more easily, clearing
our gathering space of germs and viruses. That’s why
our tent will have 8 foot removable sides (the
standard is 7 foot). We want to create an area that is
as safe as possible. Our leadership acknowledges that
in our politically-charged country, people have
differing ideas about the actual dangers of
COVID-19, but we have decided to go the safest
route. This is not intended to offend anyone. We love
our people across broad theological, philological and
political spectrums. We simply want to do something
really wonderful that will actually have a great
purpose beyond the pandemic. Wait and see, but we
believe it will be so much fun to worship under the
vaulted ceiling of our tent that people will want to
pitch it summer after summer, for years to come. Our
fundraising is going very well and we look forward to
hearing from our money counters later this week to
get an official count. We’ll announce where we are in
the worship service this Sunday! So, show up or tune
in and we’ll celebrate together the beginning of a new
chapter of our congregation and what a small group
of committed followers of Jesus can do when they are
inspired.
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Phil

Children's & Youth Programming Team
for Fall 2020

(maybe not Sunday School as we know it)
COVID-19 has changed the way we worship and it
may change the way we engage with the children &
youth of our church for the foreseeable future. We're
looking for a handful of people (parents and others
with a heart for children) who can help us plan and
carry-out "resilient" children & youth programming
that can continue whether we're able to work with
them in-person on Sunday mornings or if we need to
connect with them "virtually" using social media,
online videos, or other methods. If you're a parent or
have a heart for children, we could use your help (and
if you're tech-savvy even better!). Please consider
being a part of the Children's & Youth Programming
Team! For more information, please contact either
Kurt Burmeister (SPRC Committee Chairperson) at
616-291-6524 or Pastor Phil. Thank you!

NEW OFFICE SIGN

A huge thank you goes out to Dale Young for all of
his hard work making a new wooden sign for the
Church Office Building. Proper signage for the
Church Office has been needed for some time and
thanks to Dale, we now have a beautiful new sign for
our visitors to know where they are! Thank you!

2020 Monthly Church Giving/Expense Snapshot
JAN
Giving
$20,379.75

Expenses

February
Giving

$23,320.86

$21,579.07

($2,941.11)
April
Giving
$30,033.50

Expenses

$22,594.84

$19,291.43

$17,425.49

($1,015.77)

Expenses

May
Giving

$17,936.95

$14,089.91

$12,096.55

Expenses

March
Giving

$1,865.94

Expenses

June
Giving

Expenses

$22,672.39

$22,253.23

$20,155.31

($8,582.48)

$2,097.92

TOTAL GENERAL GIVING THROUGH JUNE 2020

$127,626.89

Expenses through June

$124,105.84

2020 BUDGET
REVIEW

Our Annual Budget is
$260,000. Our giving has
met our expenses through
June. The Church was
able to update the Church
Office with a laptop and
docking station in May,
making it possible to
continue Church
Administration through
the “Stay at Home”
orders during the COVID
pandemic. If you have
any questions, please give
me a call at
616-617-2303.
Thank you, Renee Miles,
Finance Chairperson

This is a friendly reminder to everyone regarding the risks associated with various activities, such as attending
in-person worship services (in red, in the chart above). This chart illustrates why we haven't resumed our
indoor worship services here at Sparta UMC yet. Due to the high risk of COVID-19 transmissions in the West
Michigan area and our delicate health of our members, our Administration Council has been hesitant to
resume indoor, in-person worship services. However, the Multipurpose Outdoor Worship Tent will give us the
safest opportunity to meet in-person for worship again, just outdoors with proper ventilation.

VIRTUAL CHURCH OFFICE

Did you know that the Church Office really never
“closed”? While Arieal was out on maternity leave
back in March and through most of April, Pastor Phil
and some Church Volunteers helped run the Church
Office’s daily activities (like checking the mail,
answering phones, printing worship materials, etc).
However, when the COVID-19 pandemic started and
the Church Buildings had to close (in addition to our
in-person worships), Pastor Phil didn’t let the Office
work slowdown. He kept things running smoothly and
eventually Arieal returned from her leave. Though her
return “to the Office” was different. With the support
from SPRC and the Ad Council, Arieal was given a
laptop to be able to perform her daily office activities
easily from home. Since then, Arieal visits the Church
Office weekly but mainly performing all Church
Office tasks (and then some) from her home. The
SPRC council has visited opening the Church Office
Building in past meetings but there a many MIOSHA
requirements that must be met before that can happen.
Since there is a weekly outdoor worship, Arieal is in
the Church Office regularly (typically every Friday
afternoon from 12-2 PM) to make copies for Sunday
worship. If you need to gain access to one of the
Church Buildings, please make an appointment with
her by calling (or by text) her at 989-745-3492 or
emailing her at spartaumc@spartaumc.com. We will
communicate any changes in the Church Office
schedule with the congregation in coming
Newsflashes.

SUMC CHURCH DIRECTORY
UPDATED

An updated copy of the Church Directory is
now available. If you need one mailed to
you, please call or email a request to Arieal
at 989-745-3492, spartaumc@spartaumc.com.
Physical copies are available outside the Church
Building doors (near the elevators) in a plastic
container. A downloadable PDF of the directory is
also available in the private Facebook Church
Directory group or upon email request. If you’d like
to gain access to that group, go to our Facebook page,
under groups, request to be added to the group.

SPECIAL CHILDREN’S BULLETIN

There is now a special children’s bulletin
that will be printed out and available at
our Outdoor Sunday Worships! These
bulletins will be geared towards our
younger attenders (ages 3-12) and
included in the song sheets that are printed
out for Sunday services. We will not be providing
writing utensils (due to safety concerns), so we are
asking that you please bring a pen or pencil for your
young one to use. Thank you!

AA MEETINGS TO RESUME

AA will resume meeting this coming Monday, August
3 at 7 PM in the Church Building.
This decision comes from hours of
discussion from the Administration
Council over the last 2 months. AA
will have to follow the strict cleaning
protocols written by the Ad Council
in addition to following the health and
safety guidelines that the council now has in place.
Their new meeting schedule is below. Please keep in
mind that if a Multipurpose Outdoor Worship tent is
purchased, the AA groups will no longer meet inside
the Church Building but in the outdoor tent (once it’s
been installed).
Monday - 7 PM
Tuesday - 12 Noon
Wednesday - 7 PM
Thursday - 7 PM
Friday - 12 Noon
Saturday - NO meeting
Sunday - 2 PM

CHURCH BUILDING CALENDAR
NOW ONLINE
Want to know what’s going on in the Church
Buildings? You now have ONLINE access to the
Church Building Calendar! This calendar can be found
on our Sparta UMC website (www.spartaumc.com). At
the top of the page, there is a clickable tab labeled,
“SUMC Building Calendar”. That tab will take you to
the building
calendar. There, you
will notice there’s an
option to submit a
building request as well.
You can click that link and it will take you to another
website to submit a form. Since the Church Building
and Office still remain closed to the public during this
pandemic, all building requests will have to get final
approval from the Ad Council to be allowed to
gather. When the planned Multipurpose Outdoor
Worship Tent is installed outside, you will also be able
to use this calendar and building request form to
submit a request for the outdoor worship tent space.
There will be more to come about this in later
Newsflashes.

AD COUNCIL MEETING TIME
CHANGES

Starting Monday, August 3, the Administration
Council will meet virtually every 1st and 3rd Monday
of each month, in the evenings at 7 PM. For more
information, please email Ari at
spartaumc@spartaumc.com.

SUNDAY ATTENDANCE IN REVIEW
7/5 - No Attendance Reported
7/12 - 50
7/19 - No Attendance Reported
7/26 - 59

Q2 GIVING STATEMENTS

Second quarter giving statements were emailed out
last week. Your donation statement will
show you all of your donations from
January 1 until the end of June. For those
of you who are considered a SUMC
Weekly Mailer (formally known as a
Shut-In mailer), you should have received
yours in the mail this week. If you notice
any mistakes or have any questions,
please email Arieal at spartaumc@spartaumc.com.
Thank you!

PRAYER REQUESTS &
PEOPLE NEWS

Please pray for me, as I’m looking for work
in the Zeeland or Holland area. I applied at
the Zeeland Library just last week and I’m also
volunteering at my new Church on Tuesday’s and
Friday’s. I help with the laundry at the Church that
the homeless use to take showers. It’s a good
experience for me and I like that type of work.
Thank you, Stephanie Rienks
• Please continue to pray for LTJG Nicholas R.
Spaleny, US Navy, who is stationed in Bahrain. He
is serving on the Navel base there as Public Affairs
Officer for one year. Please pray for his safety.
Thank you, De Knappen
•

POWER OF PRAYER

Would you like to be on the Intercessory Prayer
rotation? Intercessory Prayer takes place during the
worship services, usually in the Church Office but can
be done in the peace of your Home during this unique
pandemic. There is much to be said about the power
of two or three gathered in His name; therefore, you
are welcome to ask someone to join you if you wish.
Prayer focus is on behalf of the Pastor. Guidelines are
provided that cover difficulties Pastors face today,
such as loneliness, stress, feelings of inadequacy,
depression, and spiritual struggles and doubt.
Therefore, we are in need of a few Intercessory Prayer
readers for the following dates:
 8/2
 8/9
 9/27
 10/4
 11/22
 11/29
Indicate your willingness to be on the rotation for
morning worship by contacting the Church Office at
spartaumc@spartaumc.com. Thank you!

FOUR EASY METHODS OF GIVING

1. Using your debit or credit card through our
website: Gifts may be made through our website by
pressing the menu box at the top and pressing “give” in
the drop down menu. There are some fees associated
with this service.
2. Mail a check: Checks may be sent to the Church at
Sparta United Methodist Church, 54 East Division
Street, Sparta, MI 49345
3. Automatic Debit: This is another way that some
people of our church make their contributions. This is an
automated process that requires a signed form that Arieal
can help you set up. Call her at 989-745-3492 if you
would like to do this.
4. Automatic Bill Pay: This is an arrangement you can
make with your bank or financial institution. With this
procedure, your bank sends the church the amount you
determine at the intervals you also choose.

DON’T FORGET

Join us every week, virtually, for the following
activities via our Facebook page:
• Sunday Worship Service at 10:10 AM
• Fellowship follows Sunday Worship Service
• Ad Council meets on Mondays at 7 PM via ZOOM
(email the Church Admin for login details)

TIPS & TRICKS

If you don't want to miss the Churches live stream or
Facebook updates follow these instructions:
1. Log into Facebook on your computer, tablet or smart
phone device that you want to watch the live stream
on.
2. At the top of Facebook, search for Sparta United
Methodist Church or use this link:
www.facebook.com/SpartaUnitedMethodistChurch
3. Click on the “Like” button. If the page already has
“liked” under the picture then you have already liked
the page.
4. Be sure you are on the device you’d like to watch the
Sunday Service live stream on. Around 10 AM on
Sundays, watch for the notification from Facebook that
we are “live” and click on the notification (it will bring
you right to the live service).
5. If you did not get the notification by 10:05AM on
Sundays, you can find the live stream manually by
searching for Sparta United Methodist Church on
Facebook and it will be towards the top of our page.

SUNDAY WEATHER

Please keep in mind that if it is likely to rain on a
Sunday, there will be no in-person worship.
Announcements for cancellations only, will
be made through our NewsFlash emailing list
and on our Facebook and Website pages on
Sunday mornings by 9 AM.

