The Mission of Sparta United Methodist Church:
Helping each other follow Jesus’ way (John 14:6)
The Vision: That through Him all might be saved (John 3:17)
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A weekly newsletter of the Sparta United Methodist Church

Discover our church website and all of the stories linked to our newsletter at www.spartaumc.com.
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Schedules
Choir Practices
Sundays
9:30 am .............. Children’s (Parents: please pick up
your child at 10 am from practice)
9:50 am .............. Adult preservice rehearsal
Wednesdays 7 pm ..... Adult
Tuesdays
9:30 am .............. Girl Talk Study Group
6:30 pm .............. GriefShare (Sept. 12–Dec. 12)
Third Thursday of the Month
1 pm ................... Reading Group

UMCOR in Midland
Five months after torrential rains hit Central Michigan,
some residents are still without hot water and furnaces.
United Methodists are there to help. Read more

Speaking of Furnaces . . .There’s still time to

help toward the $5,500 cost of the new furnace that
replaced the 25-year-old furnace at the Offices &
Ministry Building. Thank you to those who contributed
a combined total to date of $2,500 toward this cost.
Please send your donation to Sparta
UMC, or leave it in the offering plate
this Sunday, indicating “furnace” on
your envelope or check memo.

2017

November

Year to Date

General Operating Income

$18,173.28

$205,867.53

Operating Expense

$17,881.15

$200,229.18

$292.13

$5,638.35

Difference
General Fund Balance

($819.32)

Special Gifts & Offerings Received in November
AU Scholarships ................. $85
Adult Choir ....................... $175
Blanket Sunday ................ $109
& 8 blankets
Children’s Choir ................ $100
Community Breakfast ........ $31
Furnace ......................... $2,016
Haiti Hot Lunch .................. $20
Hunger ............................... $10

Hunger ...................$10
Insurance .............$142
Kids Kans .........$201.15
& 637 food items
Memorials .............$25
Rent ................$166.75
Talent Auction ..$3,716
UM Student Day. ...$25
Youth Ministries ..$115

Sundays
8:45 am .............. Adult Sunday School
9 am ................... Middle School Sunday School
9 am ................... Pre-K – 5th Grade Craft/Prayer Time
10:10 am ............ Morning Worship Celebration
10:30 am ............ Pre-K – 5th Grade Sunday School
10:10 am Worship Attendant Volunteers Dec. 10
Soundboard ................... Chad & Shelly Murdok
Head Usher .................... Gary Cowden
Acolytes ......................... Abby & Gabby
Ushers ...........................
Nursery Assistant .......... Brenda McCracken
Welcome Table.............. Millie Cass
Greeters ........................ Earl & Pat Babcock
Intercessory Prayer ....... Bonnie Shupe
Scripture Reader............ Shelly Murdock
Fellowship Time............. Deb DeGlopper,
Justin & Heather Westra
Save the Date
Dec. 10 ......................... Poinsettia Orders Due
Dec. 12 4:30 pm ............ Feeding America Food Truck
Dec. 13 11:30 am .......... Mary/Martha Christmas Luncheon
........................ Deadline to leave gifts under the
Giving Tree
5:30 pm .......... Dorcas Circle
Dec. 17 ......................... Children’s Christmas Program
Dec. 23 8–10 am .......... Free Community Breakfast
Dec. 24 10:10 am .......... Worship Celebration Service
7 pm ................ Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Nursery care will be available
Dec. 25 & 26 ................ Church Offices Closed
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Dear Church Family,
We are very appreciative and grateful for our eight
church employees. Terri, Caelin, Celsa, Heather,
Steve, Peggy, Toni and Pastor Phil are truly Gifts from
God to our church. As a way of showing our thanks
for all they do for us, we will be taking a love offering
for them on Sunday, December 10, and Sunday,
December 17. To accomplish this, a special bag will
be passed through the congregation during these
services. Please help us show our love and appreciation.
—Paul Schulz
Staff-Parish Relations Chairperson

Be a Volunteer Worship Attendant in 2018
Having a part in the worship service is a great way to serve
the Lord on Sunday. Please choose any of the following
opportunities below and leave the slip in the offering plate
or blue basket at church. A ministry leader will contact you
with details and scheduling.
Soundboard
PowerPoint
Ushering
Nursery Assistant
Greeter
Acolyte (children)
Scripture Reading
Welcome Table
Fellowship Time Host
Provide Altar Flowers
Holy Communion Assistant
Intercessory Prayer on behalf of the pastor
Name:

Submit your music for new hymnal
Sparta UMC’s Free
Community Breakfast

will take place on Saturday,
December 23, from 8 to 10 AM.
Help is needed preparing, serving,
cleaning up, and maybe even snow
shoveling that morning beginning
at 7 AM.
Come help, and enjoy great
camaraderie and food!

Meet 9 Michigan Districts
Mission and vision were foremost in mind as Bishop
David Bard formed 9 new districts. Read more

Attention songwriters! The Conference Hymnal Committee has posted instructions on how to send your hymn
for consideration in the new United Methodist Hymnal.
Read more

Highlights of the Church Council Meeting
of December 5, 2017
Devotion by Wendy Greeno: From Rick Warren and
Ephesians 4:29, “you can have a ministry of appreciation”. When you appreciate your spouse, kids, coworkers, etc., you raise their value. Affirm everybody.
Practice radical gratitude.
Unfinished Business
a. Lay Leadership—2020 Vision One-Page Plan Update:
V-Team will meet in January and review the one-page
plan.
b. Michigan State Police / Security Workshop: Dale
Young signed up but cannot get in until February.
Newaygo Fire Arms also has a workshop for churches.
They request other churches participate, too.
c. Leadership Directory Appointments: Council discussed some of the recent changes in the Leadership
Directory. Pastor is more concerned about not having an
Evangelism Team than Trustee. W. Greeno and J. Drier
will connect with people for appointment.
New Business, Blessings & Successes

Dec. 13 Stephanie Rienks
Dec. 16 Kailey Spetosky

12/16
Darrel & Sharon Miller

a. Proposed 2018 Budget: The only part of the proposed
budget discussed and agreed upon was not paying any
portion of the Ministry Shares assigned in 2018.
(Continued on page 4)

Contact the office with updates and additions.
SPARTA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  54 EAST DIVISION STREET  SPARTA MI 49345
CHURCH OFFICE P 616.887.8255  Pastor Phil Friedrick c 616.799.4281
FAX 616.887.8256  WEBSITE www.spartaumc.com
OFFICE HOURS Monday – Thursday, 9 AM – 1 PM
WORSHIP TIME Sunday 10:10 AM

We are a connected ministry. Check out
Michigan Area United Methodist Church
United Methodist, Grand Rapids District
United Methodist News Service Daily Digest

Articles for next week’s News Flash are due on Tuesday.
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Edition
Order poinsettias through the church office for display on
the altar Dec. 25 through the 31st. Designate for publication
in the bulletin in memory or in honor of a loved one.

Sunday, December 17
The Christmas season is just around the corner, and
that means our Children’s Choir is preparing for their
Christmas program! Our set date for the program is
December 17, and I’d love it if all the kids could dress
up in Christmas colors. I gave all the children a sheet
on December 3 with what songs we are singing, and it
will also include if they have a solo in a certain song.
PARENTS: If you are interested in helping in any way,
shape or form (passing out instruments, passing the
microphone, etc.), both Heather and I would appreciate that a lot!
If you have any questions or concerns, please see me
this coming Sunday.
—Caelin R. Murdock, Children’s Choir Director

Worship Attendant
Volunteers
Needed for 7 PM
Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service
Let us know you’re willingness
to service on Dec. 24 in one or
more of the following ways:
Lighting luminaries by 6:15 PM &
picking up afterwards
Shoveling / Salting if needed at 6:15
Ushers
Candle distributors
Soundboard
Nursery assistants
Greeters
Acolytes
Scripture readers
Holy Communion assistants
Helping hands at the end of the service
Contact Pastor Phil, Steve Barnum or Earl Babcock.

Orders and payment are due in the office (54 E. Division,
Sparta, MI 49345) by the firm date of Sunday, Dec. 10,
2017. Your flower(s) may be taken from the altar after
worship service December 31.

Given By: _____________________________________
Indicate the number of plants you want by your choice of color:
Red ___ White ___ Pink ___ Jingle-Bells ___ Marble ___
Total $ ______ ($6.75 each)
In Memory of:
_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________
In Honor of:
_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

+ Christian Symbols +
The candle symbolizes Jesus being
the light of the world (John 8:12),
as well as His call for Christians to
be lights (Matthew 5:14).

Candle

Candles play a prominent role in the
Christmas season. Each candle on an
Advent wreath has a special meaning.
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Stop by the Giving Tree in
the church parlor to pick up a
reminder tag of a needed
item for the United Methodist Community House of
Grand Rapids. Please leave
unwrapped, donated items
under the Giving Tree by
December 13 for delivery the next day.
Needed for children: books, toys, dolls, socks, hats
and mittens.
Needed for adults: XL and XXL sweat-shirts,
long underwear, hats, gloves and socks.

Help Sponsor a Local Food Truck
Half of your generous gift this Advent Season will
alleviate the suffering sustained in 2017 through the
Bishop’s designation—the other half will help feed
the hunger locally at the West Michigan Feeding
America Food Truck coming in April. These trucks
can carry enough food for 200 families! Our sponsorship cost is about $750. What an impact your gift
will make! Note “Advent” on your check or giving
envelope.
(Continued from page 2)

Your end-of-year gift
can make an impact in 2018
In 2017, God worked through your prayers and gifts to
draw hearts to Jesus Christ. Through many purposeful
and meaningful worship experiences to the Back-toSchool Kickoff, UMCOR emergency efforts, and many
more, hundreds made life-changing decisions for
Christ.
In 2018, disciples of Jesus Christ at Sparta UMC are
poised to reach more people than ever. Plans are in
place for a call of Americans back to God at the
Community Service of Prayer for Christian Unity on
January 21 at Sparta UMC, as well as the sponsorship
of a Feeding America Food Truck in April.
Your prayers and gifts make these possible. Our
church accepts special gifts to ministries involving
youth, facilities, Missions and Hunger. On a monthly
basis, you will notice special offering opportunities
structured by The United Methodist Church for
Human Relations Day, UMCOR Sunday, and several
others. We enjoy participating in national campaigns
like CROP Walk, as well as supporting local food pantries. Our local church designates recipients of Advent,
Lenten and United Methodist Women’s Sunday offerings. Monthly special offerings allow us to participate
with United Methodist and national campaigns.
Sparta United Methodist Church established certain
funds of purpose: Howard Montgomery Educational
Fund, Facility Fund, Missions and Hunger Funds,
Samaritan Fund, Compassion Fund, Legacy Fund,
Hersey Memorial Fund, and a Memorial Fund.
The Bible says, If my people who are called by my
name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face
and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear
from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their
land. (2 Chronicles 7:14, ESV) As you pray and seek
God’s face, will you consider the many works a gift to
your church will accomplish? God can still heal our
land.

Advent Offering alleviates suffering
This video with Bishop Bard explains how your Advent
gifts will touch the lives of those touched by disaster in
2017. Read more

The General Fund balance on July 1 of $0 is now
($819). This does not include the new furnace which
is being paid from designated gifts and other Funds.
Council hopes to finish strong with contributions in
December so that expenses do not exceed income.
Pastor suggests SPRC meet with the District Superintendent to explain why we’re not going to pay Ministry Shares. We care but we cut our ministries over the
years; it’s just that we can’t do ministry if we pay
them. Sparta UMC will pay zero Ministry Shares in
the first six months, then Finance will meet to review.
It will be explained to the congregation why we’re not
paying Ministry Shares, which is the strategy to get
ourselves back.
b. Pastor on Church Charge Conference: Pastor discussed what lead up to the Conference. He stated
SPRC, Finance and Council did not work together.
The motion at the Council level was not clear, and a
20% increase in income isn’t realistic. These groups
did not have a follow-up meeting. We need to think
radically when it comes to the budget. We need to
stop taking money from ministry. Ministry Shares
take a huge amount of resources from this church.
Who are we reaching in the years to come? We need
to work on alternatives—to reflect, to assess. We need
to reach the younger set. Pastor stated that we cannot
afford to do both—pay Ministry Shares and bring new
life and vitality to this church.
B. Greeno shared that having a Communications
Team is going to be important. People are not
informed but are making decisions. Leadership has
to own it: you’re in or you’re out.
Ministry Opportunities
a. Feeding America Food Truck (every other month)
Dec. 12, 4:30 PM
b. Free Community Breakfast Dec. 23, 8–10 AM
Upcoming Worship & Events Schedule
a. Children’s Christmas Program Dec. 17 during
morning worship service celebration
b. Christmas Eve Candlelight Service Dec. 24 7 PM
Next Meeting (January 9, 2018, 6:30 PM) & Adjournment: Pastor closed in prayer at 8:40 PM.

