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Flood victims savor 'God moments'

Dakotas, Wisconsin and Mountain Sky conference. UMCOR
is also providing Emergency
Response Team “Train the
Trainer” courses in Iowa.
No “poor, poor pitiful me” or “what
Members of the Great Plains
am I going to do now?” complaints
Conference early response
have reached the ears of the disaster
team clear flood damaged
response coordinator for the Great
items from a home in North
Plains Conference, despite Nebraska
Loup, Nebraska. Photo courtesuffering widespread flooding.
sy of the Great Plains Conference.
The Revs. Terra Amundson (left)
and Catie Newman of the Iowa
In Wisconsin, a disaster response coordinator says it appears
Conference discuss church rethe worst may have passed.
sponse to flooding in the Missouri River basin in Hornick, Iowa. “The floods were caused by quick melting of snow and ice
Amundson is superintendent of the Southwest District and New- when temperatures dropped (March 15),” said Bud Budzinski.
man is disaster response coordinator for the conference. Photo “A lot of water levels are closer to normal now, but north Wisconsin had record snow and there is still a lot of snow that has
by Arthur McClanahan, Iowa Conference.
“You know, small town USA rallies around each other,” said the Rev. not melted yet. If the weather gets warm and it rains, that
could make the snow melt really fast. A gradual melt should
Hollie Tapley. “They’re helping one another. They’re taking care of
not affect us.”
one another.”
In the Dakotas Conference, community members were placing
So far, Nebraska has taken the worst of the bad flooding that also
touched or still threatens six other states — Kansas, Iowa, Minnesota, sandbags and removing as much ice and snow as they could in
anticipation of floods that may arrive the week of March 24,
South Dakota, North Dakota and Missouri. And more may be
when high temperatures may melt snow and ice in the mouncoming.
tains.
“My fear is that before it is all over with, 100 percent of (Nebraska)
“We do have roads that are closed, but they are not in major
will have been affected by this flood, or by snow falling into already
thoroughfares,” said Doreen Gosmire, director of communicafull rivers and creeks,” Tapley said. “And then it all is just going to
tions at the Dakotas Conference.
run downstream.”
At least three deaths from flooding in the Midwest are confirmed, and The entire town of Hornick, Iowa, had to be evacuated, includPresident Donald Trump approved federal disaster assistance for Ne- ing the Rev. Catie Newman, pastor of Hornick United Methodist Church and a disaster coordinator for the Iowa Conferbraska, reported NBC.
ence, and her husband John. Her home was flooded, as was
How to help
To make a donation directly to UMCOR’s US Disaster Response, use her church next door.
“We moved back in (March 19), when the city said the septic
Advance #901670.
system was up and we could
The trouble started when a “bomb cyclone” struck the north central
come back,” she said. “We got
U.S. the second week of March. A bomb cyclone is like a cyclone on
our hot water and heat today,
steroids, according to PBS. It occurs when there is rapid atmospheric
so we’re excited.”
pressure drop over a 24-hour period.
Residents of Hornick, Iowa,
Unexpected helpers have been turning up in Nebraska so regularly
begin the process of recovery
that Tapley started cataloguing them in her head as “God moments.”
from recent flooding in the
Among the God moments was the appearance of a young man who
Missouri River basin. “We’re
drove up with a tractor and offered to help.
really a very tight communi“He put people in the scoop part and raised them up to dry land,” Taty,” said the Rev. Catie Newman of the Iowa Conference.
pley said.
“We’re so blessed in Iowa that people come out and help.”
There was also the donation of gallons of Shockwave, which is used
to fight mold in homes that have been flooded. Cowboys from a near- Photo by Arthur McClanahan, Iowa Conference.
by rodeo volunteered to round up a thousand head of cattle for a local Every home in Hornick, which has about 125 households, has
some kind of water issue, Newman said.
rancher, who had lost them when fencing was
“Many of them have crawl spaces that run along the Missouri
damaged by floodwater. Volunteers also repaired the fence.
“We were looking at some damage at the church yesterday and trying River bottom,” she said. “They got water in their crawl spaces.
The problem was exacerbated by the fact that the ground was
to figure out how to fix it and how to take care of it before we leave,
and a local came up, saw us and he said, ‘I’ll take care of all of that.’ frozen and what would have normally soaked in or run off
couldn’t, because of the frozen ground and then the high volNot even a church person.
ume of water coming.”
“It’s like, you have a need or you think a need, and somebody walks
in the door and has it. Being in the presence in Christ and being in the Hundreds of volunteers are contributing to recovery efforts, as
did the Red Cross, Salvation Army, Woodbury County and the
presence of The United Methodist Church is powerful, and we see
sheriff’s department,
God in every corner.”
Newman said.
The Great Plains Conference received a $10,000 grant from the
“These folks are very resilient,” Newman said.
United Methodist Committee on Relief, which is looking at further
Listen to podcast
support of relief efforts there, as well as assessing needs in the Iowa,
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Town of Hamburg, Iowa, responds to 2019 flooding
Church services were set to resume at Hornick United Methodist
Church on March 24. The previous weekend, nearby Salix
United Methodist Church invited the Hornick congregation to
worship there because their sanctuary was still flooded.
“This week the Hornick folks will be in our own space,”
Newman said. “I just had a need to have us back in our space. I
think that will be healing for many people.”
In Missouri, Kansas City was spared flooding, but parts of St.
Joseph, an industrial area, was “inundated with water,” according
to KAKE in Wichita, Kansas. Minnesota has had no flooding yet,
but that may change starting March 24, said Gary Bochman,
disaster response coordinator for the Minnesota Conference.
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Patterson is a United Methodist News Service reporter in
Nashville, Tennessee. Contact him at 615-742-5470
or newsdesk@umcom.org. To read more United Methodist
news, subscribe to the free Daily or Weekly Digests

March Madness

There is only one more Sunday left in March Madness! The
women have impressively taken home the
gold three weeks in a row. Way to go
ladies! But can they hold onto their
championship? Or will the men pull though
with a comeback and become the new
champions? You’ll have to wait and see this
Sunday.
Last Sunday we collected a total of $326.85
and the wining team won by $14.39. This bringing the grand total
to $1,290.37!

GriefShare Corner:
Come join us each Tuesday from
6:00-7:30pm at the
Office & Ministry Building, as we
journey each week from mourning to
joy!

Hi all! Just wanted to let everyone know that the kids and I are
so grateful for the constant love and support we receive from
you, the congregation! A couple reminders, we hold Children’s
Choir practice every Sunday from 9:30-10:00 in the Upper
Room, and we are currently working on our Easter songs! If you
have kids who are interested in joining the choir or have been
thinking about it, please bring them, we’d love to have them
with us.
~Caelin Murdock

Prayers & Thanks

Box Tops

The Missions Team is still collecting Box
Tops for Sparta Area Schools. If you would
like to help, please leave your clipped box
tops (as shown on right) in Wesley Hall.

Family Fare Receipts

Keep bringing in your Family Fare receipts! Once we have
collected the required $150,000 in eligible receipts, the
SpartanNash Direct Your Dollars program will reward the Church with a
$1,000 check. So keep them coming!
You can drop them off in the Office &
Ministry Building or place them in the
white mail box in Wesley Hall.

Diane Jensen– Pray for my son & his family, as
they are dealing with some health problems.
Wendell & Debra Wilson– Thank you to
everyone for prayers of Ken Losey, surgery was
successful!

Easter Egg Hunt
Sparta UMC will be hosting a Easter Egg Hunt following Easter
service. We are collecting candy for the eggs and are also in
need of egg stuffers. If you are interested in helping out, please
contact Heather Westra at (616) 298-6849. Candy donations
can be left in the Office & Ministry
Building or given to Heather Westra on
Sundays. Thank you!

Journey Program
Starting the Thursday after Easter, April
25th, Sparta United Methodist Church is
excited to announce a NEW youth program, called Journey. The program will
run from 6:00 PM to 7:30 PM every
Thursday.
Volunteers and nursery coverage is needed! All ages of children and youth are
welcome to participate in the program.
From this program, our hope is it will help expand and grow our youth group.
In order to kick off this program successfully
with stainability, we will need lots of willing
hearts and hands to serve. Please prayerfully
consider getting
involved. We ask for a
lot of prayers for God’s
blessing in everything
that we do for the next
generation.
~Heather Westra

APRIL BIRTHDAYS

April 1 Carsen Modderman
April 2 Shirley McFall
Anna Mae
Spangenberg
April 4 Shelly Murdock
Brandon Ingersoll
Margaret Blaauw
April 5 Felicia Stuhan
April 6 Celsa Moreno
April 10 Sue Steenhagen
Henry Beverwyk
John Snyder
Ben Levandoski
April 11 Wayne Hyde
April 14 Cheryl Meyer
April 15 Ken Shangle
Brad Greeno
April 16 Paul Schulz
Wesley Scott
April 17 Amy BanninkBurmeister
Clark Schulz
April 19 Richard VanGessel
April 22 Kerry Emelander
April 23 Logan DeGlopper
April 24 Joshua Greeno
April 29 Judi Anderson

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES
4/3/70
Hal & Linda Lindsay
4/5/75
Dale & Cindy Young
4/8/78
Bill & Ruby Skibinski
4/21/78
Gary & Sue Cowden
4/25/09
Jeremy & Sara DeGlopper

Schedules
Mondays
7 pm …………………..Boy Scouts Church Wesley Hall
Tuesdays
9:30 am ................Girl Talk Study Group
6:00-7:30pm……….Grief Share (February 5 through April 30)
1st Tuesday of each Month
5:45 pm……………...Finance Meeting
6:30 pm………………Ad Council Meeting
Wednesdays
6 pm ......................Worship Design Team
7–8 pm ..................Adult Choir practice
4th Thursday of each Month
6 pm ......................Vision Team
2nd Saturday of each Month
8 am…………………….Men’s Mealtime Rally
Sunday mornings
8:45–11:45 .......... Nursery (ages 0–4 years)
8:30–9:45 ............ Disciple Bible Study
9:00 ..................... Adult Bible Study
9:00 ..................... Middle & Senior High
Sunday School
9:00 ..................... Chime Choir Practice /
Craft Time (Pre-K – 5th)
9:30 ..................... Children’s Choir Practice
(Pre-K – 5th)
Parents: pick up your child at 10 am from practice
9:50 ..................... Adult Choir pre-service
rehearsal
10:10 ................... Morning Worship
Celebration
10:30 ................... Pre-K – 5th Grade Sunday
School

10:10 am Worship Attendant Volunteers
March 31
Soundboard ..............Doug & Kerry
Head Usher ...............Justin Westra
Nursery Assistant ......Amy Brillinger
Welcome Table .........Alan Hartman
Intercessory Prayer ...Bonnie Wilkinson
Scripture Reader………Julie Barnum
Fellowship Time….......Stuhan & Morris Family
Altar Flowers…………….Tena Stuhan
Greeters……………………Ron & Jeanne Drier

Save the Date
Mar. 28 UMW Executive Board 6PM
Apr. 9 Finance Meeting 5:45PM Dining Room
Apr. 9 Ad Council Meeting 6:30PM Dining Room
Apr. 10 Mary Martha 9:30AM
Apr. 10 Dorcas Circle 5:30PM Providing a meal for Hope Lodge
Apr. 13 Men’s Mealtime Rally
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