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Adult Bible Study beginning December 2
Our Love for God
Hear and discuss how God commands our love, respect
and obedience, how to love God by trusting Christ, and
love songs that glorify God. Adult Bible Study begins at
9 am Sunday mornings in the church dining room. Study
material is provided. Nursery and activities for children and
youth are available at 9 am as well.

United Methodist Student Day
When you support United Methodist Student Day at
church November 25, you make it possible for more students to serve the world God loves. So although you can’t
meet every need you’d like to, your giving allows members
of Christ’s body to do it in Jesus’ name. Will you give on
United Methodist Student Day?
Read stories about the impact you are making with your gifts.

We have one more Hand2Hand packing left
to do this month. It will take place after
church this Sunday, November 25.
The Hand2Hand program provides supplemental weekend
food for about 55 children of families needing some extra
assistance or are experiencing a hardship. We help students at Appleview Elementary School (3rd–5th grades).

Sparta UMC’s Missions Team
Announces Church World Service (CWS) Best Gift

Ever wonder why we put so much pressure on ourselves
to find the “best gift”? At the heart of it, we want to let
others know we care about and love them. We want to
offer one sacred moment of hope, love, joy and peace.
The Best Gift list below is so important because it gives
that moment (and a lifetime of those moments) to people
all over the world—from the family who is hungry, to the
child who desperately wants to learn, to the person living
on the street who could use some comfort and warmth.
Your gift represents more than the items on this page. It
represents our deep connection and commitment to one
another. It’s the Best Gift because you become part of that
connection.
Please indicate your Best Gift quantity and make your
check payable to “Sparta UMC”. You may leave these
items in the offering plate on any Sunday or mail to the
church office. More information is available at the BEST
GIFT table in the parlor now until December 16.
Your Best Gift

Price Qty. Total

A goat in Haiti

$65

To Members of Sparta UMC: The Annual
Charge Conference of Sparta United Methodist
Church will be held Sunday, Dec. 9, 2018, at 2 pm
at the Cedar Springs United Methodist Church (140 S. Main
St, Cedar Springs). The agenda includes reports of Lay
Leadership, Membership, Pastor, Ministry Shares paid, and
other groups and individuals within the church, as well as
Staff-Parish Relations Committee’s (SPRC) motions for
members to vote on clergy salary support and furnishings
allowance. The SPRC will meet with the District Superintendent at 1:30 pm Saturday, Dec. 8, at the Cedar Springs
UMC.

School supplies for refugee children in the U.S.

$50

Drop-in shelter services for a child in Serbia

$35

A biosand water filter for a family in Vietnam

$30

Books for 10 students in Vietnam

$20

1 rooster and 2 hens in Myanmar

$18

Rehabilitation for a severely malnourished
child in Indonesia

$15

A CWS Hygiene Kit

$15

10 concrete blocks for house walls in Haiti

$10

Goal Attained & Exceeded! For a little
over two years, Sparta UMC has been collecting Direct Your Dollar sales receipts from Spartan/Nash
Stores. The goal was $150,000 in receipts, and we made it!
Our Mission Team will receive $1,000 to use toward the
missions of the church. Thank you everyone who participated.

A CWS Blanket

$10

4 cans of corn for farmers to plant in Haiti

$10

A visit to a health center for a refugee child in
Indonesia

$5

TOTAL

Anniversary Party: The family of Richard and Eva Cone warmly
invite you to join in celebrating the 70th Wedding Anniversary of
their parents. Please come for a meal and fellowship on Sunday,
Nov. 25, 4 to 6:30 pm at Sparta UMC’s dining room. No gifts
please, but your presence is appreciated.
Order poinsettias through the church office for display
on the altar Dec. 23–30. Designate for publication in the
bulletin in memory or in honor of a loved one.
Orders and payment are due in the church office (54 E. Division,
Sparta) by the firm date of Sunday, Dec. 9, 2018. Your flower(s)
may be taken from the altar after worship service December 30.

Given By: __________________________________________
Indicate the number of plants you want by your choice of color:
Red _____ White _____ Pink _____ Jingle-Bells _____

Schedules
Tuesdays
9:30 am .............. Girl Talk Study Group
6 pm ................... GriefShare (Sept. 11–Dec. 4)
Wednesdays
6 pm ................... Worship Design Team
7–8 pm ............... Adult Choir practice
4th Thursday of the Month
6 pm .................... Vision Team
Sunday mornings
8:45–11:45 .......... Nursery (ages 0–4 years)
8:30–9:45 ............ Disciple Bible Study
9:00 ..................... Adult Bible Study
9:00 ..................... Middle & Senior High Sunday School
9:00 ..................... Craft & Prayer Time (Pre-K – 5th)
9:30 ..................... Children’s Choir Practice (Pre-K – 5th)
Parents: pick up your child at 10 am from practice
9:50 ..................... Adult Choir pre-service rehearsal
10:10 ................... Morning Worship Celebration
10:30 ................... Pre-K – 5th Grade Sunday School

10:10 am Worship Attendant Volunteers November 25

Marble _____
Total $ ________________ ($6.75 each)
In Memory of:
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
In Honor of:

Soundboard ...............Chad & Shelly Murdock
Head Usher ................Justin Westra
Greeters .....................Dale & Cindy Young
Nursery Assistant .......Elizabeth Hartman
Welcome Table ..........Holly Colby
Intercessory Prayer ....Amy Bannink-Burmeister
Scripture Reader ........Julie Barnum
Fellowship Time .........The Bill Taylor Family
Save the Date

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

Thank you is a prayer of its own: This Thanksgiving, we are grateful
for you—our friends and neighbors. For as we are called to serve, we
are also called to give thanks for our many blessings. We could not do
this important work without you. From all of us at North Kent
Connect, we wish you a blessed and joyous Thanksgiving.
Signup in Church for The Journey: Walking the Road
to Bethlehem—Our All-Church Advent Study
Signup in church Nov. 25 with a small group beginning (1) Dec. 2 at
6:00 pm, (2) Dec. 6 at 6:30 pm, or (3) Jan. 8 at 9:30 am. It’s a fascinating walk through the Holy Land—actually see the sights and share
discussion on Christs’ birth in this 5-session journey at the Offices
and Ministry Building. We have a few of the daily devotions books left,
A Season of Reflections, available in the church office.

Nov. 22 ................ Thanksgiving Day (Offices Closed)
10–4 ........ Church Dining Room in use
Nov. 24 8–10 am .. Free Community Breakfast
Nov. 25 ................ UM Student Day Special Offering
11:45 am ..... Hand2Hand food packing
4–6:30 pm ... Cone Anniversary Party
................ Church Conference documents due
Nov. 29 6 pm ........ UMW Executive Board
Dec. 2

................ All-church study The Journey begins

Dec. 4

9:30 am.... UMW Christmas Breakfast
5:45 pm .... Finance & Stewardship
6:30 pm .... Church Council

Dec. 8 1:30 pm..... SPRC meets with the DS
Dec. 9 2 pm.......... Church Charge Conference at
Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
Dec. 9 4:30 pm..... Food Truck food distribution
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