Page 1

September 19, 2018
A weekly newsletter of The Sparta United Methodist Church
Discover our church website and all of the stories linked to our newsletter at www.spartaumc.com.

Ask The UMC
What's the difference between apostle and disciple?
NASHVILLE, Tenn. — There are two different Greek words
involved: Disciple (mathetes) means “learner” or
“student,” while Apostle (apostellein) means “one who has
been sent out.” Read more on the subject, including how
the terms relate to today’s bishops.
Read story Read more Ask The UMC

Erica VanLaan and Dorothy Hendricks
ask for prayers in finding jobs.
Easton Kutzli—undergoing emergency
surgery Sept. 19

Michigan is Ready to Respond
Tornadoes, floods, hurricanes, earthquakes, famine; anything that disrupts people’s lives and places life at risk,
calls us to be the compassionate hands and feet of Jesus
Christ. Our Michigan Disaster Response Team works year
round to prepare, plan and equip teams so we can respond
when disaster strikes.
Four ways you can help with Hurricane Florence and other
projects:

1. Pray. We are called to pray, organize prayer groups and
chains, and bathe those in need in prayers of peace, God’s
abundant Grace, wholeness and safety for those affected
and those there to help.
2. Give. While our immediate compassionate instinct is to
send food, clothing and household items in times of crisis,
we recognize that often causes more harm than good. In
the initial crisis phase, there is no more flexible, reliable
and effective response than a financial gift to the United
Methodist Committee on Relief, where 100% goes directly
to aid. How is that possible? One reason, UMCOR Sunday.
3. Donate. Preparedness. We assemble thousands of
flood clean-up buckets and personal hygiene kits during
the year, so when disaster strikes, we are able to load
them on trucks and get them to the right place in days.
Working with other annual conferences, we keep centralized response kits ready to go.
4. Volunteer. Michigan coordinates with national, state
and local agencies to bring wholeness to disaster zones.
Disaster zones are dangerous so our volunteers, arriving
only after first responders have completed their rescue
missions. At the invitation of the affected community, our
teams move in and often for years following the crisis.
To accomplish this, we must be trained and prepared.
Contact Bob McCormick (mccor1958@gmail.com), our
Early Response Team Coordinator.

Sept. 24 Corey Kimble
Joyce Osbeck
Sept. 26 Pat Sharpe-Babcock
Sept. 27 Mary Scott
Ron Bowden
Sept. 29 Toni Potes
Kevin O’Malley
Lyle Empie

9/24/88
Brad & Wendy Greeno
9/24/16
Denny & De Knappen
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Jump Right In with a Small Group for the All-Church
6-Week Study Real Life, Real Faith
All Groups Meet at the Offices & Ministry Building
Tuesdays, 9:30 am
Sundays beginning Sept. 23, 5:30 pm
Wednesdays beginning Sept. 26, 6:30 pm
Thursdays beginning Sept. 27, 6:30 pm

Discipleship Ministries
Helping churches talk about Way Forward plans
NASHVILLE, Tenn. — United Methodist congregations can
face potentially difficult discussions about plans submitted
by the Commission on a Way Forward by using resources
available from the Courageous Conversations project at
Discipleship Ministries. Read press release

Schedules
Tuesdays
9:30 am .............. Girl Talk Study Group
6 pm ................... GriefShare (Sept. 11–Dec. 4)
Wednesdays
6 pm ................... Worship Design Team
7–8 pm ............... Adult Choir practice
4th Thursday of the Month
6 pm .................... Vision Team
Sunday mornings
8:45–11:45 .......... Nursery (ages 0–4 years)
8:30–9:45 ............ Disciple Bible Study
9:00 ..................... Adult Bible Study
9:00 ..................... Middle & Senior High Sunday School
9:00 ..................... Craft & Prayer Time (Pre-K – 5th)
9:30 ..................... Children’s Choir Practice (Pre-K – 5th)
Parents: pick up your child at 10 am from practice
9:50 ..................... Adult Choir pre-service rehearsal
10:10 ................... Morning Worship Celebration
10:30 ................... Pre-K – 5th Grade Sunday School

10:10 am Worship Attendant Volunteers September 23

Michigan Gets Ready
The 2019 General Conference is five months away. God's
people in The Michigan Conference are listening, preparing
and praying. Read more

Soundboard ...............Doug Shupe & Kerry Emelander
Head Usher ................Justin Westra
Nursery Leader ..........Brenda McCracken
Nursery Assistants .....Caelin & Camryn Murdock
Welcome Table ..........De Knappen
Intercessory Prayer ....Dave Huizenga
Scripture Reader ........Brandon Ingersoll
Fellowship Time .........Stuhan Family
Save the Date
Sept. 22 8–10 am .. Free Community Breakfast
Sept. 23 ............... Day One of the 6-week sermon series
Sept. 25 7 pm ....... Adult Choir practice (not 9/26)
Sept. 27 6 pm ....... UMW Executive Board
Sept. 29 6:30 pm .. Family Fun Night Square Dance

Sparta UMC is Hosting A Planned Giving Seminar
and You’re Invited!

Oct. 3

6:30 pm ... Planned Giving Seminar

Oct. 4

6 pm ........ Pastors’ Feud @ Meijer Gardens

An estate plan is a significant resource for a faithful Christian steward. It enables individuals to be assured that their
personal desires will be followed.

An estate plan is a tool to distribute people’s assets
according to their faithful intent. It may solve some
personal financial situations, augment retirement
income, and certainly offer peace of mind throughout
one’s life.
Sparta UMC wants to equip Christians to be even better
stewards of God’s gifts in life and educate on the key
components of a Christian estate plan.
Please join us on Wednesday, October 3, 6:30 pm
at Sparta United Methodist Church
Light hors d’oeuvres provided.
RSVP by Sept. 30 to the church office — 887.8255.

Fundraiser for North Kent Connect. Come cheer on Pastor
Phil! Teams of pastors, Rotarians and Lions Club members
battle against each other by naming the most popular
answer to various survey questions, often to hilarious
results. Call North Kent Connect at 866.3478 for tickets.
Proceeds benefit the food and educational programs of
North Kent Connect, a resource center serving northern
Kent County.
Oct. 7

................. World Communion Sunday offering

Oct. 9

4:30 pm .... Food Truck, food distribution

Oct. 14 ................. UMW Mission Dinner (by donation)
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Sunday
November 18, 2018
Annual Dinner Banquet
Thursday, Nov. 1
Doors open at 5:30 pm, Dinner at 6:30 pm

Featured Speaker: Robb Munger
President & Executive Director for Exodus Place
The Bluff Banquet & Conference
2035 - 28th St SE, Grand Rapids
Tickets $50.00 per person (Table for 8 Sponsors $400)
Silent Auction & 50/50 Raffle

RSVP by Oct. 25 to 616-242-9130 Ext 33, or
Mail reservation and check/money order to
Exodus Place, PO Box 1170, Grand Rapids, MI 49501

Ask The UMC
What does the church teach about tithing?
NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Tithing is commonly understood as
the giving of one-tenth of one’s income for God. John Wesley offered an even higher standard for giving. Ask The
UMC reports on what Wesley said and what The United
Methodist Church teaches.
Read story

Kids Kans Update
Thank you, thank you, thank you all for your very generous
support of Kids Kans! Your bountiful giving helps to support Sparta UMC food locker, Mamrelund Lutheran's program of rent and utility help, as well as North Kent Connect
which provides assistance to northern Kent County residents. Items donated that Hand2Hand is in need of will be
directed to that program.
When you see Dave and Joanna Huizenga, Earl and Pat
Babcock, and Jim VanAsselt, thank them for the many
years they have volunteered their time each Sunday to
take care of the Kids Kans donations!
We are looking for volunteers to sign up to help with the
Kids Kans donations each Sunday. Please look for the signup sheet in the church parlor to schedule a time, starting in
October, to help process the weekly donations.

Following
worship service
(light lunch by donation
@ 11:30 am,
bidding begins at 11:45)

The auction is a fantastic way to help the church, do
something nice for someone else, and get to know
each other. All proceeds benefit the Youth Ministries
of Sparta UMC like summer camp scholarships,
Christian conferences, and missions of the youth and
children.
So what can be donated? Whatever you are good at —
whatever your God-given talent or skill is. If you like
to garden, give away your produce or perennials. If
you make things out of wood, material, glass, etc.,
donate it or lessons. If you sew or are handy around
the house, donate that talent. Donate your craftwork.
Donate a trip or cottage get-away. All baked and
cooked foods are hot items at the auction. Whatever
your talent is (and we all have one), donate it. Also,
remember the kids . . . they enjoy bidding too.
The Youth have been blessed over the years with
many wonder-ful donated items. Donating is a great
way you can help now. On November 18, your presence at the luncheon and Auction is another way to
help. Bid often on the 18th and have fun!
Note: Please redeem last year’s auction purchases
no later than Oct. 31.

NAME ______________________________

Phone #:________________________

DONATION __________________________
___________________________________

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.
—Mindy Tilli
Missions Chairperson

___________________________________
Please leave your donated items in the church parlor
before Nov. 16.
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Highlights of the Church Council Meeting
September 4, 2018

October is Pastor Appreciation Month
A Brief History

Devotion: 1 Corinthians 3:5–15: Actions and works should
glorify God; we all have a part in God’s plan.

It is believed that the concept of clergy appreciation may
have started with the Apostle Paul as he was establishing
the first Christian churches. In 1 Timothy 5:17, he wrote,
“The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are
worthy of double honor, especially those whose work is
preaching and teaching”. In 1 Thessalonians 5:12-13, he
said, “Respect those who work hard among you, who are
over you in the Lord and who admonish you. Hold them in
the highest regard in love because of their work”.

Vision Team is heading up fall’s stewardship plan. They will
revisit the One-Page Plan and provide updates. They are
waiting for more responses from committee leaders of the
position description contained in the Leadership Directory.
Appointments for Leadership Directory—Pastor Phil will
talk to two candidates for the Worship Support Team.
Update of Children & Youth Educational Rooms Renovation—a working TV is needed in the nursery. Ceilings are
almost done. Finishing touches, clean up, step flooring
needed yet. Crib and baby swing needed (an absolutely
beautiful rocking chair was recently donated—thank you!).
Custodian Position—Tena Stuhan was hired and began
Sept. 4 with hours from 3–7 pm five days a week. Opening
the church building will be coordinated by those using the
building.
Preparation for Church Conference Dec. 9, 2018—Reports
to be completed by committees are in the chairpersons’
hands. Leadership Directory worksheets were distributed
containing openings.

Accordingly, over the centuries, pastors have been recognized and honored, either formally or informally, by many
denominations and local churches at various times of the
year. It has been a long-standing practice.
Focus on the Family named and began emphasizing Clergy
Appreciation Month in 1994, reminding congregations that
it was biblical and proper to honor their pastoral staffs and
pastoral families throughout the year, but suggesting that
they set aside the month of October for a special tangible
tribute. For Sparta UMC, that day is October 14 this year.
However, honoring a church’s entire pastoral staff and
their families can be done at any time — and, in fact,
should become a normal part of a church’s ongoing care of
these special families throughout the entire year.

Ministry Opportunities—Free Community Breakfast Sat.,
Sept. 22, 8–10 am
Upcoming Worship & Events—Changing Lives six-week
sermon series begins Sept. 23. Family Fun Night Square
Dance Sat., Sept. 29, from 6:30 to 8:00 pm in the church
dining room: This is a fundraiser for the Adult Choir’s
retreat.
The District Superintendent is
encouraging churches to attend
Reach Summit in East Lansing
November 2 and 3. Pastor Phil
is attending Nov. 3 and invites
anyone interested in going to
join him. Please contact Pastor
Phil if you would like to go.
November 4 is the Celebration
Dinner with a pig roast. We will
celebrate All Saints Day Nov. 11.
The Youth Auction will be November 18.

2018

August

Year to Date

General Operating Income

$17,382.54

$150,562.46

Operating Expense

$17,093.86

$145,246.30

$288.68

$5,316.16

Difference
General Fund Balance

$13,792.00

2018 Ministry Shares apportioned to Sparta UMC
(payable through the General Fund): $33,867
Paid to Date: $0

Special Gifts & Offerings Received in
Adult Choir ....................... $370
Children’s Choir ............... $100
Community Breakfast ...... $409
Haiti Hot Lunch .................. $10
Hand2Hand ................. $568.57
Hunger ............................... $20
Kitchen Supplies............... $100
Pastor’s Disc. Fund ........... $100

Kids Kans ........ $250.67
Missionaries ........ $590
Missions ................ $20
Memorials ............. $10
Rent ..................... $148
Samaritan Fund ... $100
Stained Glass ....... $200
Youth Ministries..$1055

Sparta United Methodist Church  54 East Division Street  Sparta MI 49345
The Mission of Sparta United Methodist Church: Helping each other follow Jesus’ way (John 14:6)
The Vision: That through Him all might be saved (John 3:17)
Church Office p 616.887.8255  Pastor Phil Friedrick c 616.799.4281  Fax 616.887.8256  Website www.spartaumc.com
Office Hours Monday – Thursday, 9 am – 1 pm  Worship Time Sunday 10:10 am
We are a connected ministry. Check out:
Michigan Area United Methodist Church  United Methodist, Grand Rapids District  United Methodist News Service Daily Digest
Articles for next week’s News Flash are due on Tuesday. Contact the church office with updates and additions.

