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August 15, 2018
A weekly newsletter of The Sparta United Methodist Church
Discover our church website and all of the stories linked to our newsletter at www.spartaumc.com.

Denny’s Hike Presentation
Followed by All-Church Potluck August 19
Denny Knappen will share his memorable
moments of his Appalachian Trail hike at
worship service August 19.

After church on August 19, an all-church potluck will take
place. Everyone is invited. Deliver food to the downstairs
kitchen before church so your food can remain chilled or
heated during the service. Coffee, punch, plates, napkins,
and flatware will be provided.

Sparta United Methodist Church has an immediate opening for the custodian position of our church. The position
is for 16 hours per week weekday mornings, with some
flexibility needed for extra events.
Job responsibilities include cleaning of church building
and the Offices & Ministry Building, set-up for meetings
and events, and stocking supplies.
Interested candidates should contact the church right
away at spartaumc.employment@gmail.com, mail a
resume to the church office (54 E. Division St., Sparta MI
49345), or stop by the office to complete a job application.

Dear friends in Indy of Clare & Tudy Middleton
Inez Eggers—Sue & Gary Cowden’s granddaughter, tonsils
removed Aug. 15. Pray all goes well.
Diane Jensen’s daughter-in-law—heart trouble

Thank you to everyone who supported Hand2Hand
throughout the week at Vacation Bible School. We
collected a grand total of $169.57 and 908 food items.
It was so exciting to see the kids get involved with this new
mission! All of the donations will be used to provide supplemental weekend food for kids at Sparta’s Appleview
Elementary School.
A special thank you also to the Sparta Lions Club who surprised both Sparta UMC and Sparta Baptist Church with
generous monetary donations for Hand2Hand. We truly
appreciate their generosity and are so honored that their
organization chose to support Hand2Hand. Their donation
will be extremely helpful for both of our churches as we
launch this program at Appleview in the coming weeks.
We need a Hand2Hand Delivery Team of four to six volunteers who will pick up the packed bags of food from
Sparta UMC and deliver them to the designated student
lockers at Sparta Appleview Elementary. We also ask that
you pray for the students receiving the food.
Deliveries will take place between 3:30 and 4:30 pm every
Thursday afternoon in the months of November, January,
March and May (exceptions: delivery will be on Tuesday,
Nov. 20, for Thanksgiving week, and Tuesday, March 26,
for Spring Break). Sparta Baptist Church will deliver food
the other months of the school year. If you’re interested in
being part of the Sparta UMC Delivery Team or want more
information, please put your name on the signup sheet in
the parlor, use Sunday’s Next Step Card to let us know, or
contact Brenda (616-745-9789, brendaschulz@gmail.com),
Mary Ellen or Tena.
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Join One or More Faith Formation Groups
in September
God’s World and God’s People—Exploring Genesis,
Adult Bible Study with Tim Shangle, 8:45 am Sundays,
Sept. 9 – Nov. 25. Nursery is available during this study,
so this is an excellent opportunity for all adults to
learn God’s Word together.

Real Life — Real Faith 40 Days of Getting It Together
All-church, small-group Fall study beginning the week of
September 23
This 40-day study is based on an exciting short movie
series produced by Nooma Films. The theme of each
week will be introduced in Sunday worship with smallgroup discussions held at various times throughout the
week. This will be supported by short daily Bible readings.
The three main components of this study are:
1) Worship (six Sundays) with sermons based on
weekly themes.
2) Small Group Discussion with Nooma video
(6 meetings).
3) Daily Bible Reading (40 days).
There will be opportunities to sign up for small groups
beginning Sunday, September 9. Daily study books will
be available on September 16. Day One of this 40-day
adventure is Sunday, Sept. 23. We hope that everyone
finds this time of reflection and interaction vital to their
spiritual journey.
Are you willing to facilitate a small group or help in
another way? Please contact a Vision Team member:
Brad Greeno, Pastor Phil, Bonnie Wilkinson, Kurt
Burmeister, Jim Bosserd, Tim Shangle or JoEllen Pinckney.

Schedules
Tuesdays
9:30 am ..........Girl Talk Study Group
Wednesdays
6 pm................Worship Design Team
4th Thursday of the Month
6 pm ................Vision Team
Sundays
10:10 am ........Morning Worship Celebration
10:30 am ........Pre-K – 5th Grade Sunday School
10:10 am Worship Attendant Volunteers August 19
Soundboard ...............Brandon Ingersoll & Isaiah Marks
Head Usher ................Alan Hartman
Nursery Assistants .....Caelin & Camryn Murdock
Welcome Table ..........Millie Cass
Intercessory Prayer ....Barb Taylor
Scripture Reader ........JoEllen Pinckney
Fellowship Time .........All-Church Potluck
hosted by the Missions Team

Save the Date
Aug. 19 ................. Denny’s Hike Presentation @ worship
service, followed by All-Church Potluck
................. Vision Team, after worship service
Aug. 25 8–10 am ... Free Community Breakfast
Aug. 28 6 pm ......... GriefShare Potluck
Aug. 30 6 pm ......... UMW Executive Board
Aug 31–Sept 3 ........ Family Camp @ Lakeview UM Camp
Sept. 3

................ Labor Day (Offices Closed)

Sept. 4 5:45 pm .... Finance & Stewardship
6:30 pm ..... Church Council
Sept. 8 8 am ......... Men’s Mealtime Rally
Sept. 9 8:45 am ..... Adult Bible Study
.................. Signup at church with a small group
for the all-church study
Sept. 11 6 pm ......... GriefShare (Sept. 11 – Dec. 4)
Sept. 12 9:30 am .... Mary/Martha Circle
................. Dorcas Circle
Sept. 13 12–7 pm ... Community Blood Drive

Aug. 19 Brianna Kline
Aug. 20 Earl Babcock
Kristi Dougan
Bill Redner
Jacob Hohisel
Aug. 21 Patrick Kimble
Aug. 22 Ted Anderson
Aug. 23 Chad Murdock
Sue Palma

Sept. 16 11:30–1 pm ...Flu Shot Clinic in Wesley Hall

8/22/92
Erik & Melinda Tilli

............... Pick up your copy of the all-church
study material at church
Sept. 23 ............... Day One of the all-church study begins
Sept. 27 6 pm ...... UMW Executive Board

8/23/08
John & Kelly Larsen
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Would you like to provide snacks at Fellowship Time,
but you’re thinking “I can’t do it all!” (run the dishwasher,
carry the juice dispenser, etc.). No worries. You can partner with a fellowship friend / kitchen buddy who will help
with these tasks. Just contact Fellowship Coordinator Deb
DeGlopper as to what Sunday you would like to help with
Fellowship Time. Deb will connect you to someone who is
familiar with the operations of the kitchen and can help.
If you can be a Fellowship Friend (someone who knows
how to run the dishwasher, can carry the juice dispenser,
etc.), let Deb know so that you are added to the list of
contacts.

If you’re willing to be on a rotation of one to two times a
month advancing PowerPoint slides on the computer in
the sanctuary on Sunday, we would love to have you join
our team! Please let the church office or Chad Murdock
know your desire to come aboard. Training is available.

Sparta UMC’s Annual Church/Charge Conference at Cedar
Springs UMC is December 8. Prior to that time, many documents and reports are due from individual committees.
As soon as these documents and reports are available from
the Conference, they will be sent to the committee chairpersons for completion by the committees.

Attention Trustees / A Reminder from
Trustee Chair Jeanne: Trustees are hosting Fellowship Time
August 26

North Kent Connect is hosting a hands-on workshop for
the entire community to provide insights on what living
in poverty feels like. The poverty simulation presented
by Access of West Michigan will take place Thursday,
Sept. 13, from 2–4:40 pm at Bella Vista Church. Please
register with Erin Niece at erin.niece@nkconnect.org or
call 616.866.3478. There is a registration fee of $35 payable to North Kent Connect prior to the event. For more
information, visit www.nkconnect.org.

Taka a tour soon of the new Sunday school and nursery
area renovations. So many helping hands contributed their
time, talents, and finances to make this project happen.
The outcome is a refreshing start to the fall events at
Sparta United Methodist Church.
Invite friends and family to join you at Sparta UMC Sunday
mornings. There’s something for everyone!
Please watch for more opportunities coming soon for ways
to cultivate the spiritual growth of the next generation.

Rev. Henry Wingblade once
compared the Christian
personality to the unseen soup
in a bowl carried high over a
waiter’s head. No one knows
what's inside — unless the
waiter is bumped or trips.
If Jesus is truly living inside us,
Wingblade said, what spills out
should be the fruit of the Spirit:
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.
When you falter, what do people see? How can your
“spillage” better reflect the Holy Spirit, who lives in you?
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Highlights of Aug. 7, 2018, Church Council Meeting
Fall Stewardship Program “Changing Lives” approved:
Vision Team might serve as stewardship task force. We
have a leader for Disciple Fast Track—a shorter version
lasting 24 weeks.
Devotions by Jane Bosserd: CD by Martin Bell, “Rag Tag
Army”. God won’t leave us behind when we get distracted.
He will pull us through.
Renovations Update: 2 ceilings (nursery and young children’s room) yet to do. Rug and cart for nursery are
needed (the cart est. cost $300). Income for Youth Ministries through July is $17,508.33, which includes Denny’s
Hike and renovation gifts. Expense for the renovation is
$7,892.57 with approximately $6,800 yet to be paid (est.
total to date $14,200). Council approved purchase of a
new light for the piano.
Ministry Opportunities: Free Community Breakfast Sat.,
Aug. 25, 8–10 am.
Upcoming Worship & Events Schedule: Denny’s Hike
presentation and All-Church Potluck Aug. 19. Small-group
study opportunities in September. Sparta UMC’s Annual
Church/Charge Conference at Cedar Springs UMC Dec. 8.
All kids are eligible to sign up. Trustees are looking into
purchasing an AED; it was suggested they check with
Rockford Ambulance and American Heart Association for
financial help and pricing.

Pearls of Wisdom — “A man begins cutting his wisdom
teeth the first time he bites off more than he can chew,”
said Herb Caen. Though his tongue may have been planted
firmly in his cheek, right next to said wisdom teeth, we do
indeed learn from our mistakes — including the mistake of
thinking we can handle more than we can, or that we
know more than we do, or that we don’t need anyone’s
help (including God’s).
As far back as Old Testament times, people collected
“wisdom sayings” into books from which we can still learn.
Foundational to the book of Proverbs, attributed to King
Solomon, is this first nugget of wisdom: “The fear of the
LORD is the beginning of knowledge” (1:7).
May we cut the “wisdom teeth” of our lives not by
foolishly overestimating ourselves but by following God.

Register online, by phone or mail!
Deadline to register is Sept. 15

Please share this information with your congregation!

Fall 2018 Lay Servant Classes
Tuesdays, October 2, 9, 16, 23 from 7 – 9 pm
Grand Haven Church of the Dunes
717 Sheldon Rd.
Grand Haven, MI 49417
Classes Offered:
 Basic
 Advanced: Worship Planning/Design
 Advanced: Storytelling
2 ways to register:
Online registration ⇒ HERE
Registration form to print ⇒ HERE
Lay Servant Classes are open to anyone regardless of the
district in which your church resides. The fee for all classes
is $25 and includes class materials and refreshments. You
may pay the $25 fee at the first class on October 2, but you
MUST register for your class either online or paper. Please
arrive at 6:30pm on October 2 for orientation. Registration
deadline is September 15. Questions? Please contact Jody
Pratt prattgji09@gmail.com, 616.292.4908. Registration
process questions? Please contact Liz at
lbode@michiganumc.org, 616.459.4503.
United Methodist Communications

Church camps change lives
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UMC.org) — United Methodists
remember that the hikes, outdoor worship and canoeing of camp were fun. But many look back on their
church camps’ role in deepening spiritual connections
and changing lives. The Rev. Joe Iovino has the
story.
Read story
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