November 15, 2017

The Mission of Sparta United Methodist Church:
Helping each other follow Jesus’ way (John 14:6)
The Vision: That through Him all might be saved (John 3:17)

A weekly newsletter of the Sparta United Methodist Church

Discover our church website and all of the stories linked to our newsletter at www.spartaumc.com.
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Sunday, November 19,

right after worship service.
Proceeds support Sparta UMC’s
Relay for Life Team.

The 1992 Furnace
Expired at the
Offices & Ministry Building
It was necessary to replace the furnace.
Much thanks to Wendell Wilson, Ron
and Jeanne Drier and the Trustees for their help in getting the job done. After five days of no heat from the
building’s main furnace, a company was called in to
repair the old furnace; that repair lasted two days.
Wendell secured GRAPIDS’ top people to come and
change the furnace over to a new one. The cost of the
new furnace is $5,500.
Payment for the new furnace will be pulled from other
funds. If you help donate toward the furnace cost, your
donation will not go toward a furnace fund but will
replenish those funds normally used toward other projects. The bill is due within the next two weeks. Thank
you for the donations received to date, which leaves
$4,000 needed yet.

Advent Begins December 3
The season of Advent, which comes from the Latin
word adventus meaning “coming” or “visit," begins
four Sundays before Christmas and ends on Christmas
Eve. Advent is the beginning of the liturgical year for
Christians.
Although we are accustomed to celebrating Christmas
on a single day, in both Christian tradition and on the
church calendar, the Christmas season is sundown on
December 24 (Christmas Eve) through Epiphany of the
Lord (January 7). This is sometimes popularly referred
to as "the twelve days of Christmas."
Advent is a time of preparation for the coming of Jesus
Christ. During the Season of Advent beginning Dec. 3,
use the free daily devotion booklet found in Wesley
Hall entitled “Lifting Up the Lowly”.
Decorating the Church: Please help on Monday,
Nov. 27, at 9:30 AM as we prepare the church building
for the Christmas Season. After church on Nov. 26,
help is needed moving the heavier boxes from the
Offices & Ministry Building to the church building.
Thank you.

Schedules
Choir Practices
Sundays
9:30 am .............. Children’s (Parents: please pick up
your child at 10 am from practice)
9:50 am .............. Adult preservice rehearsal
Wednesdays 7 pm ..... Adult
Tuesdays
9:30 am .............. Girl Talk Study Group
6:30 pm .............. GriefShare (Sept. 12–Dec. 5)
Third Thursday of the Month
1 pm ................... Reading Group
Sundays
8:45 am .............. Adult Sunday School
9 am ................... Middle School Sunday School
9 am ................... Pre-K – 5th Grade Craft/Prayer Time
10:10 am ............ Morning Worship Celebration
10:30 am ............ Pre-K – 5th Grade Sunday School
10:10 am Worship Attendant Volunteers Nov. 19
Soundboard ................... Chad & Shelly Murdock
Head Usher .................... Gary Cowden
Ushers ...........................
Acolytes ......................... Emma & Gabby
Nursery Assistant .......... Carol Schulz
Welcome Table.............. Jackie Brewer
Greeters ........................ Mark, Jane, Simon
& Addie Kingshott
Intercessory Prayer ....... Bonnie Wilkinson
Scripture Reader............ Thom Babcock
Fellowship Time............. Dan & Brenda McCracken
Jeanette & Sally Tobey
Save the Date
Nov. 16 5–7 pm ........... Craft Bazaar set up in dining room
Nov. 17 5–8 pm ........... Shop Sparta Event Craft Bazaar
Nov. 19 ....................... Blanket Sunday Special Offering
...................... Soup & Chili Take-Out fundraiser
6 pm ............... Community Thanksgiving Service
Nov. 20 6:15 pm .......... SPRC meets with DS
7 pm ............... Church Charge Conference
Nov. 23 & 24 .................. Thanksgiving (offices closed)
Nov. 25 8–10 am ......... Free Community Breakfast
Nov. 26 ....................... United Methodist Student Sunday
Special Offering
Nov. 27 9:30 am .......... Decorating the church building
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Bishop David Alan Bard reflects
upon the recent shooting at
the First Baptist Church of
Sutherland Springs in Texas.

Art Marohn—hand surgery Nov. 14
Janet Bassett—returning from rehabilitation to
Meadowlark on Nov. 15
For the family on Kenowa Ave.—house fire
Denise Helmer,—severe stroke
Travel prayers for Jeanne Drier and all hunters
The family of Shirley Barclay—Gail Friedrick’s mother
passed away Nov. 14. Funeral arrangements are pending.

Wise as Serpents, Innocent as Doves
A pastoral letter from Bishop David Bard
on recent violence
Greetings in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of
God and the peace and power of the Holy Spirit.
Lake Junaluska is a United Methodist retreat center
nestled in the Smokey Mountains just west of
Asheville, North Carolina. I arrived here late in the day
Saturday, Nov. 5, for the Council of Bishops meeting
to begin Sunday. By the time we gathered for the
memorial service Sunday afternoon, our traditional
opening worship when we meet, the news was coming
from Texas of a horrific incidence of gun violence at a
Baptist church. The words of the poet Wordsworth
flashed in my mind, “the world is too much with us.”
Into the beauty of this environment came this terrible
news.
As more details became available through the evening
and into the next day, my heart continued to break.
Twenty-six people, including a pregnant woman, a five
year old, the pastor’s fourteen-year-old daughter and a
seventy-seven-year-old grandfather, were killed, and
20 more wounded by a gun man who had a history of
mental instability and violence, and whose in-laws
were part of the congregation he targeted. Monday
night at the Council of Bishops meeting, Bishop
Robert Schnase from the Rio Texas Area shared
some stories from Sutherland Springs and our United
Methodist presence there, even as he also reported
on hurricane damage in Texas.
The shooting at Sutherland Springs follows all too
quickly the mass shooting in Las Vegas and the
church shooting in Antioch, Tennessee, not to mention
the terrorist attack in New York City that killed eight
people. Violence marks and mars our world, and those
of us in the church are disturbed that not even our
sanctuaries are immune from such violence. We think
of the church as a place of safety, a refuge, a place of
peace, but the recent violence disturbs those images,
reminding us that the church is not immune from the
broader forces in our society. We are called to be
peacemakers and agents of reconciliation. We are
called to be places of hospitality and welcome.
(Continued on page 3)

Order poinsettias through the church office for display on
the altar Dec. 25 through the 31st. Designate for publication
in the bulletin in memory or in honor of a loved one.
Orders and payment are due in the office (54 E. Division,
Sparta, MI 49345) by the firm date of Sunday, December
10, 2017. Your flower(s) may be taken from the altar after
worship service December 31.

Given By: _____________________________________
Indicate the number of plants you want by your choice of color:
Red ___ White ___ Pink ___ Jingle-Bells ___ Marble ___
Total $ ______ ($6.75 each)
In Memory of:
_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________
In Honor of:
_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

Contact the office with
updates and additions.

Nov. 20 Stephen Brillinger
Nov. 24 Michelle Byrne

11/25/48
Rich & Eva Cone
11/25/92
Kelly & Toni Potes
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The truth is that in responding to this call of God in
Jesus Christ, we make ourselves vulnerable. We
cannot eliminate that vulnerability if we are to remain
faithful to our calling. We need not let such violence
paralyze us.
In response to the violence in our world, we should
always offer prayer. Like you, I hear voices cry out that
prayer is not enough. Perhaps, but as people of faith
we trust in the deep power of prayer and believe it
makes a difference. Prayer is one kind of action in
response to the violence in the world, and I think it to
be our first response to such violence. We cannot
always be physically present to families whose lives
have been shattered by the loss of loved ones to violence, yet we can be spiritually present through our
prayers. Prayer not only offers our hurting world to
God’s love, but it also raises our awareness of the
pain in our world and moves us to ask how we might
respond in other ways.
As we think particularly about violence in
churches, we should also be more attentive
to safety issues. In Matthew 10:16, Jesus
encourages his followers to be “wise as
serpents.” There are things we can do to
make our places of worship safer and more
secure, and a recent article in MIconnect suggested
some resources. We want our churches to be welcoming places for all people, and so we never want to
close ourselves off from those who are struggling. We
want to be wise as serpents and also innocent as
doves. Concern for the struggling in response to God’s
call in Jesus Christ does not preclude implementing
policies and procedures in our congregations for the
safety and well-being of all. Local law enforcement
agencies are often an excellent resource for helping
congregations consider upgrading their safety procedures, as are church insurance companies. Our
churches should always be places of welcome and
hospitality, places where the struggling can find help,
yet we can also be wiser about our safety.
Finally, I encourage us all to think more deeply and
broadly about how as a society we might enhance
safety. In light of the New York terrorist attack, city
officials will review the possibility of erecting more barriers which might prevent the use of vehicles as a
weapon. As a society, we are much more reluctant to
consider what kinds of preventive measures might be
helpful in relation to gun violence. I am clear that there
is no set of laws that will completely eliminate gun violence. I am clear that most persons who own guns are
relatively responsible owners, and use their guns for
hunting or sport. I also know many gun owners who
see no need to have devices on the market which
allow the conversion of a semi-automatic into a
virtually automatic weapon. Taking such devices off
the market may have prevented some of the deaths in
Las Vegas. I know many gun owners who support a
more adequate background check system, which may
have kept guns out of the hands of the shooter in

Sutherland Springs, Texas. The stressors in our society
exacerbate mental health issues and seem to increase
anger and fear. We need to address such issues. We
should also consider how we can do more to prevent rage
from becoming weaponized. I hope we can talk and think,
and then act upon such conversations. It is challenging
work, I know, but so, too, is the work of grieving violent
death or worrying that someone might bring their weaponized rage into the church again.
In this difficult time, may the peace of God which passes
all understanding keep our hearts and minds in Christ
Jesus, and may the God of peace who calls us to be
peacemakers and agents of reconciliation continue to give
us the courage to engage in this work in the world with
both wisdom and wide-eyed wonder.
Grace and Peace,

David Alan Bard
Michigan Area

Helpful Safety Tips
A message from the Office of the
Attorney General
of the State of Michigan:
Situation #1: While driving on a rural end of the roadway
on Thursday morning, I saw an infant car seat on the side
of the road with a blanket draped over it. For whatever
reason, I did not stop, even though I had all kinds of
thoughts running through my head. But when I got to my
destination, I called the Canton PD. They were going to
check it out. But this is what the Police advised even
before they went out there to check. "There are several
things to be aware of. Gangs and thieves are now plotting
different ways to get a person (mostly women) to stop
their vehicle and get out of the car. There is a gang initiation reported by the local Police Department where gangs
are placing a car seat by the road with a fake baby in it,
waiting for a woman to stop and check on the abandoned
baby. Note that the location of this car seat is usually
beside a wooded or grassy (field) area and the person/woman will be dragged into the woods, beaten and raped,
and usually left for dead. If it's a man, they're usually
beaten and robbed and maybe left for dead, too. Do not
slow down, do not stop for any reason! Dial 9-1-1 and
report what you see.
Situation #2: Eggs Mixed with Water. If you are driving
and eggs are thrown at your windshield, do not stop to
check your car. Do not operate the wipers. Do not spray
any water because eggs mixed with water become milky.
This could block your vision up to 92.5%; you are then
forced to stop beside the road and possibly become a victim of these criminals. This is a new technique used by
gangs,. These are desperate times, and these are unsavory
individuals who will take desperate measures to get what
they want. Please be safe.
(Continued on page 4)
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Situation #3: Some knew about the red light on cars,
but didn't know about Dialing 1-1-2. It was about 1 PM,
and “Lori” was driving to visit a friend. An unmarked
police car pulled up behind her and put his lights on.
Lori's parents have always told her to never pull over
for an unmarked car on the side of the road, but rather
to wait until she got to a gas station, etc. Lori promptly
called 1-1-2 on her cell phone to tell the police dispatcher that she would not pull over right away. She
proceeded to tell the dispatcher that there was an
unmarked police car with a flashing red light on his
rooftop behind her. The dispatcher checked to see if
there were police cars where she was, and there were
not. He told her to keep driving, remain calm and that
he had back up already on the way. Ten minutes later
four police cars surrounded her and the unmarked car
behind her. One policeman went to her side, and the
others surrounded the car behind. They pulled the guy
from the car and tackled him to the ground. The man
was a convicted rapist and wanted for other crimes. I
tried the 1-1-2 cell phone feature on my AT&T phone
and it said, "Dialing Emergency Number." Especially
for a woman alone in a car, you should not pull over
for an unmarked car. Apparently police have to
respect your right to keep going on to a safe place. A
service representative at Bell Mobility confirmed that
dialing 112 was a direct link to State trooper info. This
applies to all 50 states.
Situation #4: Most recently a group of teenagers
placed barrels at the end of a female student’s driveway to barricade her from pulling in. Their motive was
to grab her from her car when she got out to check the
matter, and kidnap her. Use your cell phone if you
have one from your locked car to call for help, or proceed to a safe location.

Be a Worship Attendant in 2018
Having a part in the worship service is a great way to serve
the Lord on Sunday. Please choose any of the following
opportunities below and leave the slip in the offering plate
or blue basket at church. A ministry leader will contact you
with details and scheduling.
Soundboard
PowerPoint
Ushering
Nursery Assistant
Greeter
Acolyte (children)
Scripture Reading
Welcome Table
Fellowship Time Host
Provide Altar Flowers
Holy Communion Assistant
Intercessory Prayer on behalf of the pastor
Name:

Bring Your Family Fare / Econofoods Receipts to Church
Thanks to the many families and friends who have donated their
Family Fare / Econofoods receipts to the church. Holidays are
approaching, so please keep the church in mind when shopping
for groceries. To date, $75,485 has been received in Director
Your Dollars (over half way there!). When we have collected
$150,000 in receipts, Missions will receive $1,000. Please leave
entire receipts in the blue basket at worship, the white mail box in
Wesley Hall, or the church office. (FYI: some purchases do not apply,
like gasoline) Receipts that qualify can come from any of the 160
SpartanNash-owned retail stores or fuel centers in nine states.
The Season of Giving

WOW! What an excellent
Thanksgiving meal at Exodus
Place last night! The only thing
better than the turkey and stuffing was the fellowship with the
men and friends!

If you plan to take an itemized charitable deduction on your
2017 tax return, your donation must go to a qualified charity
by December 31. Ask the charity about its tax-exempt status;
Sparta UMC is a qualified tax exempt organization. You can
also visit www.IRS.gov and use the Exempt Organizations
Select Check tool to see if other charities qualify.

Thank you to those from our church who came out on
November 14 to set up, serve and clean up for Exodus
Place Thanksgiving meal. The folks at our church are
so generous with their time to come and help us provide a great meal for the men. Wendy and I both feel
blessed to be a part of this church family.

The church website provides online giving. Donations
charged to a credit card by December 31 are deductible for
2017, even if you pay the bill in 2018. A gift by check also
counts for 2017 as long as it is postmarked no later than
December 31 (please note this year Dec. 31 falls on a Sunday,
so your envelope must be postmarked by Dec. 30). Gifts
given to individuals, whether to friends, family or strangers,
are not deductible.

—Brad Greeno

SPARTA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  54 EAST DIVISION STREET  SPARTA MI 49345
PHONE  616.887.8255
FAX  616.887.8256
WEBSITE  www.spartaumc.com
OFFICE HOURS  Monday – Thursday, 9 AM – 1 PM
WORSHIP TIME  Sunday 10:10 AM

We are a connected ministry. Check out
Michigan Area United Methodist Church
United Methodist, Grand Rapids District
United Methodist News Service Daily Digest

Articles for next week’s News Flash are due on Tuesday.

