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The Mission of Sparta United Methodist Church:
Helping each other follow Jesus’ way (John 14:6)
The Vision: That through Him all might be saved (John 3:17)

A weekly newsletter of the Sparta United Methodist Church

Back-to-School Kickoff Committee
Thanks All Who Contributed
Lots of families enjoyed the Back-to-School Kickoff
held on August 29th. Children who registered at the
event received a “gift bag” including school supplies
and information about SUMC Sunday School. Everyone enjoyed free hot dogs and popcorn, games, face
painting and crafts. It was a joy to see so many smiling
faces, and share God’s love with our neighborhood.

Schedules
Sundays
9 am ...................Adult Sunday School
10:10 am ............Morning Worship Celebration
...........................Sunday School for Pre-K – Grade 5
during morning worship service
Tuesdays
9:30 am ..............Girl Talk Study Group
Wednesdays
7 pm ...................Adult Choir practice
10:10 am Worship Attendant Volunteers September 10
Soundboard ...................Doug Shupe
& Mary Hartman
Head Usher ....................Alan Hartman
Acolytes .........................Brenden & Dylan
Nursery Assistant ...........Deb DeGlopper
Greeters .........................Hartman Family
Intercessory Prayer ........Paul Schulz
Scripture Reader ............Wendy Greeno
Welcome Table ..............Millie Cass
Fellowship Time .............Bill & Ruby Skibinski
John & Pearl Fleese

Save the Date
Sept. 7
Families had an opportunity
to take home donated winter
clothing and back packs.

Sept. 10

6:30 pm .........Church Council
.....................Noah & Liz Kamper visit*
......................Mission Peru presentation at
Fellowship Time*

Sept. 11

6:30 pm ........Staff-Parish Relations Committee

Sept. 12

6:30 pm ........GriefShare

Sept. 13

9:30 am ........Mary/Martha Circle

Sept. 14

Noon–7 ........Community Blood Drive
6:30 pm ........Trustees

Sept. 17

.....................Christian Education Special Offering
Sunday School Kickoff!
Wear your favorite
football team t-shirt
or jersey.
......................Blessing of Teachers
11:15–1:15....Flu Shot Clinic
*Read more on back page

What’s your calling?
When you have a sense of calling,
whether it’s to be a musician, soloist, artist, in one of the technical
fields or a plumber, there is something deep and enriching when you
realize it isn’t just a casual choice;
it’s a divine calling. [That’s] not limited to vocational Christian service,
by any means.

Please keep Vic Bassett’s wife, Janet
and family in your prayers. His
funeral will be held at the church on
Friday at 1 pm.
Mike VanLaan, Dan’s father had a
heart attack on Tuesday and he would
appreciate prayers for his recovery.
Students going back to school and college
Survivors of hurricanes and forest fires
All military and community service personnel

—Charles R. Swindoll
Sparta UMC has some specific opportunities for you to
follow your divine calling.



Are you able to be an usher and assist ou r
head ushers, Alan Hartman and Justin Westra, by
passing the collection plates and blue baskets? Please
call Justin (723-6581) to ask questions, or contact the
office to let us know when you are available.



Are you able to work with children and assist
our Director of Youth Ministries, Heather Westra?
Please call or text Heather (322-3267) to talk about
how you can help — as a teacher, an aide, gathering
supplies, helping with youth oriented events, or
something else!



Are you able to lay carpet or paint? Please call
Jeanne Drier (887-9619) If you can lay carpet in the
porch at the Ministry Building or paint a few rooms
at the parsonage.

Your efforts to serve God (our congregation, community
and world) may not always recognized here, but are
always appreciated.

Noah and Liz Kamper are in Michigan on Home Ministry
Assignment (HMA) until somewhere around January 4. They
are living in the Holland/Zeeland area, and will be visiting
Sparta UMC on Sunday to update us on what God has been
doing in Costa Rica.
Our own Marg
Blaauw will be
sharing photos and
stories from her
mission trip to
Peru after Fellowship Time on Sunday also.

New Address:
Stephanie Rienks and
Debbie Smith
11767 Algoma
Sparta MI 49345
Please contact the office for
phone numbers

12 Anna Schulz
Kay Rabacal
13 Keith VanderWall
14 Deb Hendershot

9/10/16
Jacob & Camille Hohisel
9/12/58
Tom & Nancy Christopher
9/13/86
Kurt & Amy Burmeister

Contact the office with updates and additions.
Sparta United Methodist Church  54 East Division Street  Sparta MI 49345
Phone  616.887.8255
Fax  616.887.8256
Website  www.spartaumc.com
Office Hours  Monday – Thursday, 9 am – 1 pm
Worship Time  Sunday 10:10 am

We are a connected ministry. Check out
Michigan Area United Methodist Church
United Methodist, Grand Rapids District
United Methodist News Service Daily Digest

Articles for next week’s News Flash are due on Tuesday.

